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Our President Max Falconer comments:-
As we look back at the Association's activities during’

the last yearand approach our next A.G.M. | am happy to re-
port a ver pleasin§ year, some of the highlights of which
are:- In August 1987 representatives of our Association
attended an assembly of representatives of most of the kno-
wn Artillery Associations in N.S.W. at the School of Artill-
ery. This assembl¥ assed a resolution that all these Assoc-
iations should af'ifiate with the R.A.A. Association with
the aim of encouraging intercommunication and mutual cooger—
ation between all the Artillery interest groups within the
state of N.S.W. This motion is now being implemented.

The Association members badge was designed and made avail-
able at $5 each, our thanks go to Lt Col Staziker for his
efforts in this regard.

Another successful reunion was held in October at the Will-
oughby Legion Club, where a very happy evening was spent by
the majority of our members.

A mixed social function held in March at the same venue was
not as well attended but those gresent had very pleasant
evening which included music and dancing.

Your committee meets reﬁularly and most committee gersons
are regular attenders. Matters resolved and in.hand are:-
Action policy in regard to deceased members.

Restoration and Breservation of an original banner which
belonged to 3rd Division Artillery in %.W.l.

Pregaration of an Honour Board listin%_the Re&imental Com=
manders since the establishment in 1916 in W.W.1. This to
be displayed at the Regiments H.Q. depot.

Membership now stands at 127 with 11 life members, we would
like everyone to sesk out past members and associates and
endeavor to have them join our association.

Thank you all for your support in the year past and looking
forward to a successful year to come.

6330030360 303363

NOTICES,.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. THURSDAY 28 JULY 1988.

7.30 pm at WILLOUGHBY DEPOT
PLEASE ATTEND PLEASE ATTEND @ PLEASE ATTEND.

1988/89 éubscriptions are now due -- $5.00
Association BADGES available now at $5.00

ANNUAL _REUNION- - Friday 7th October 1988 at
Willoughby Legion BOWLING Club.

Details later.
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PERSONAL PROFILES. oy SENTOR VICE PRESIDENT.

Lieutenant Colonel G.S. STAZIKER. RFD. ED.RL.

Stuart Staziker was born at Forbes N.S.W. on the 15/1/38,

and educated at FORBES Intermediate High School, Newington
College and Sydney Technical College.

His career has been diverse, egcomgassinﬁ Caltex 0il in Aust-
ralia and the United Kingdom, Shell Oil Refining, Dermide
Australia, Bliss Welding Products and Vane Australia, where
he is currently the Office Manager. It is interesting to

note that on joining Caltex Oil _in 1956 he worked in the Acc-
ounting Department with 7th Fd Regt identity Maj Laurie Hind«
marsh.

Stuart's military career be%an with the School Cadets in For-
bes, progressed in the Air Training Corps at Newington and
finalgy got serious when he was conscripted into 13th Nation-
al Service Training Battalion at Ingleburn in January 1958.
He was posted to 23 Field Regiment where he quickly qualified

for lst Appointment, was promoted Znd Lieutenant and posted
to GunPosition Officer in June 1959. In the years that follow
ed he filled most officer postings in 23 Fd Regt, commanded
all its sub-units and became the Second in Command under the
late Colonel Michael Burée. He took command of 133 Locatimg
Battery in July 1981, and C.0. 7th Fd Regtin July 1983 and
was posted as the Artillery Instructor on Senior Course at
the Reserve Command and Staff College in Jul{ 198
During 1963 and 1964 Stuart was_seconded to lst Regiment
Royal Horse Artillery (Honourable Artillery Company) in Lon-=
don for eighteen months and then undertook a further second
ment of a month with 25 Medium Regt in Germany. A course at
the Royal Schgol ofArtiller¥ , Larkhill was a highlightof his
stay in the UK. In April 1971, he undertook a CMF Observer
trip to South Vietnam where he was seconded to 12 Field Regt
for three weeks,
On January the l4th 1988, Lieutenant Colonel Staziker retired
after thirty years in the Army Reserve. A highlight of his
last days in the army was bein% invited by a friend of many
years, Bgigadier J.E, Colvin. AM. RFD. ED. to be the Review
ing Officer of the lof 88 Recruit Course passing out parade.
This.parade was.held within a month of the 30th anniversarg
of his own passing out from the 13th National Service Tng Btn
Stuart is the founder and Preident of the 23 Fd Regt Associat-
ion, founder and Senior Vice President of 7th Fd Regt R.A.A.
Association, President (elect) of the R.A.A. Association and
a comﬂittee ﬂegger of Felmor? Br%nch of the R.S.SBL.of Augt.

: i his wi of twen ears, t i
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" THE WHOLE STAFF VOLUNTEERED "

In the first week of June, 1917, the 3rd Australian Division,
then part of 11 Anzac Corps, was making final preparations
for the Offensive at Messines, scheduled to commence on the
/th of June, The Operation was timed to start at 3.10 a,m.on
that dax, with the exflosion of nineteen Mines on Messines
Ridge, An intense Pre.iminarz Bombardment had commenced on
the 3lst of Ma; and five Australian Field Artillery Brigades
including The /th A.F.A. were taking part.

The Messines Offensive was the first Magor Operation for the
3rd Division A.I.F. and all ranks were determined to prove
that, although less experienced, they were in no way inferibr
to the older Australian Divisions.

26th Battery,7th Field Artillery Brigade, commanded by Capt.
T.A.J.Playfair was in action in Ploegsteert Wood. Danny
Herbert, The Battery Trumpeter, made the following entry in
his Diary on the 2nd of June:-

ers S verﬁ heavy bombarding but mostly by us.Volunteers

to go over %hind the Infantry in the Push were called for
from the Staff . The whole Staff volunteered, so five men
were drawn for ". {

FURTHER COMMENT IS NOT NECESSARY.

B R R R T ST S
THIS IS OUR QUIZ FOR THIS ISSUE.

uestion 1. . : .
Q When were the designsations of the various State y

Regiments of the R.A.A. discarded and, henceforth
there was but one Regiment of the R.A.A.?

1
1

Question 2. 1p the R.A.A, the ranks below sergeant were cor-
poral (2 stripes) and bombardier (1 stripe).In
what year did the change to the present struct-
ure occur?

Question 3. yhen was the Royal Australian Artillery created?

Question 4 When did the comfonent parts of the gunners,
the Royal Australian Field Artiller{ (RAFA& and
the Royal Australian Garrison Artillery(RAGA)
cease their segarate identity and were re unit-
ed as t?e R.A,A. reverting to the pre 1911 sit-
uation :

Question 5 wwhat year was Militia artillery, The Australian
Field Artillery (AFA), included in the R.A.A

Answers are to be found further on.,
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RETIREMENT.

W02 R.C.M. (Danny) Toplis, a well known identity at Willoughby,
retired from the Army Reserve in January 1988 after 36 years
service in 7 Field Regiment.

Presentations were made to Danny at a Testimonial Dinner at
Willoughby Legion Club, attended by many serving and former
members of the Regiment. (See photos below).

All members of ths Association wish Danny well in his retire-
ment from the Army Reserve and trust that his interest in the
Unit's history and membership of the Committee will ensure
that we see a lot of Danny in the future.

ye .\'. : 2y :5‘”
! R e o
Above:- L to R.Dann Toglis,John Balfour,Col Chris Hogan ’
and Max Falconer.
Below:— W02 Peter Muir recalls some of the highlights of |
Llanny .5 career. ‘
i
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NOTES FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER.
7TH.FIELD REGIMENT R.A.A., LT, COL. A.R. MAIN.

Since the 1987 edition of "Yandoo" changes have occurred in
all but two of the senior appointments within the Unit. The
most recent change has been that of the Commandinﬁ Officer,
when on 11 May this year the writer, Lt Col Rick Main, succ-
eeded Lt Col Bob Hill who has moved to Headquarters Znd Div-
ision. Major Dennis Barrow, previously BC 113 Fd Bty, is
also now at Hq 2 Div where he is undertaking a period of
full time duty. For the time being 113 Bty is without a bat-
ery commander, a situation which Is obviously undesirable
but not easily rectified. Other changes have been Major Max
Goaster-Garten_taking over 28 Fd Bty and Major John Fairless
posted to the Reserve Command and Staff College as a student
on the Senior Course. BC H8 Bty is now Major Peter Widelow-
ski who, like the current CO, is a Regular Army Officer.The
end of 1987 saw the postinﬁ out and promotion of the prev-
ious Adjutant and Captain Karl Delaney now fills that pos-
itlion.
With all these moves explained it is now time to recall the
major events of the past 12 months or so. As part of the
Commander Land Command Artillery (referred to phonetically
as Clacka, and previously known as Commander Fd -Force Arty)
plan to alternate Annual Field Training (AFT) year about
with a Combined Courses Cam (CCC? the Regiment concentrat-
ed its resources together with 5/11 and 23 Fd Regts to cond-
uct individual trainin% courses during QOctober, Nine types
of courses were scheduled ranging from Gun No to subject 4
for Warrant Officer. Concurrent with the CCC eight officers
attended courses at the School of Artillery. Overall 63
students from 7 Fd Regt attended courses with a success
rate of 90.5%. Instructional and support responsibilities
were shared between the participating Units with scme ass-
istance from other sources. The non-Artillery course was a
gitter Armament course conducted by the Technical Support
roops.

Also in 1987 two members of the Reéiment, t Chris Walder
and Sgt Pat Sengos, joined 103 Fd Bty of 8/12 Mdm Regt,for
four weeks to participate in Exercise Northern Star which
was held in_ the UK. Promotion to the Senior NCO ranks came
for Sét Amelia Wilson in Oct 87 and for Sgf David Leek in
Mar 88. Two retirements this year have seen WO2 Dann
Toplis depart in January after 36 years service and

Lance Gilkinson in March after service with both Regular
and Reserve Forces, his last six years having been with
113 Fd Bty.

Training activities for 1988 will culminate in late Oct-
ober with our AFT at Singleton. The change of location
from Wide Bay in Qld maK be a disappointment for some
however circumstances make it necessary. The‘bu11d-u¥
includes four weekend field firing exercises, each of
which is preceeded by observation of fire training _
weekends using the simulator at the School of Artiliery.
In addition tﬁe perhaps not so exciting but necessarB
Infantry minor tactics, training, CPX and Unit and CDA
TEWTS have tc be worked into the programme.

T T
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Notes from the CO's desk cont.

In the latter gart of theyear the gun detachments will prove
their skills at direct firing and quick actions as these are

rg%uirements for the unit assessment by CDA staff during
the AFT. 1 anticipate that the HQ Bty RCP will also be ready
for assessment by then. Once the gun batteries have completed
their ARTEP we enter the final phase of the AFT which will
include battle efficiencE testing, small arms qualifications
and an introduction to NBCD trainlnE - there may be a few
surprises in learning what it is like being a gunner working
dressed like a deep sea diver.

The final magor.event of the year will be our_assistance
again , for their 1812 Overture , to the lst Recruit Training
Battalion at Kapogka. I look forward to a happy and successful
association with 7 Fd Regt. My first impressions are pleasing
and 1 expect that with the combined dedication of those who
currently serve, and withthe supEort of those from the past,
we can to§ether expand on the solid base which exists now to
?eet challenges and changes facing the 2nd Division in the
uture.

B R L e R b R L R o

At our Reunion last October.

Clock-wise:- Don McVay,Sharon Fulcher,Lt Col Broadhead,WO2

John Balfour,W0l Bruce Johnston,Lt Col Bob Hill,Max Falconer,
Brig. McAlister, Capt Tim Kemp, Owen Saville.




SEEN AT THE 1987 REUNION.

4

~_ o i S '
Above:- L to R. Mick Cole, Harry Taylor,Danny Toplis
and Lt Col Dick Lord.
Below:- L to R. Colin Hamer, Graeme Kilkelly,Max Falconer
and Bill Starke.
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REGIMENTAL HISTORY PROJECT.

We are pleased to report that the project is well jin hand
and that the work of drafting the narfative has commenced.

The collection of items of historical interest continues to
§rgw. Two_iTcent additions to the collection are a 3rd Div
sion Artillery colour patch and miniature presented b Mr
D. Allan, a collector of Military cloth insignia. Mr A lan
asks that , if any member has insignia that is no longer
required, he would be glad of the opportunity to include it
in his own extensive collection. Interested members should
contact Laurie Hindmarsh for Mr Allan's adress.

The Committee takesthis ogportunity to publicly acknowledge
the assistance which has been given to date by the following
people and organisations:-

Mr D. Allan. Grenadier Guards and Australian Regular Army.
Mr J. Black. 2/30 Aust Infantrﬁ Battalion A.I.F

Lt Col K.L. Be %, 7Aust Field e%iment, A.I.F.

Mr J.Coates. 2% Aust Pnr Btn A.I.F. & 2/3 Aust Inf Bn A.I.F.
Mr F.A. Corbett. 39th Battery 10 Fd Arty Brigade A.I.F.

Mrs B. Gresser.

Mr A.A.Gordon. 7th Aust Field Regiment, A.I.F.

Mr G.N. Hammond. 7th Field Brigaﬁe R.A.A. (Militia).

Mr J.Heesh.

Mrs A.F. Kernahan.

Mr H. Lewis-Hughes. Ammunition Column. 7th Fd Arty Bde. A.I.F
Mrs A. McAlister. )

Briﬁ. .B. McAlister. C.B.E., E.D., (R.L.%

Mr R.A. McDonald. 7 Aust Fd ﬁe%iment A I.F. & R.A.AF.

Mr S. Mildenhall. 7th Aust Field Regiment, A.I.F.
Marrickville Heritage Society.

Mr E. Parker.

Lt. Col. D.H. Playfair. O.B.E., E.D., (R.L.)

Miss A. Rice.

St. Ignatius College, Riverview.

Mr B, Stevenson. R.A.A.F.

Maj A.A. Summers. /th. Field Brigade R.A.A. (Militia).

Mr R.C.M. Toplis. 7th Field Regiment R.A.A.

Mrs J.M. UEward.

Mr J. Woolley.

Mrs C.Wynn.

There is a continuing requirement for information and mem-
orabillia for presenfation. Anyone who wishes to assist in
this direction, should contact Laurie Hindmarsh, 5 McRae
Place, Turramutra. 2074. Phone (02) 449 1169. (A.H.)
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7 FD REGT R.A.A. ASSOCIATION

FINANCiAlL MEMBERS AS AT 31/01/88.

AGNEW Charles EWAN Charles Mggﬁ?* Eonﬁi“
B e ) enis
dE J8a BRSEERG, [Sour: MORGAN Rober !
ANGUS FALCONER Max MORISON Jim
ARLINGTON Michael FITZPATRICK 1an(ROYV) worv b
BALDWIN Wi : e MOYSEY David
¥ FLANAGAN Kevin =
5 MULR lLawrence
BALFOUR John FULCHER Sharon McALLISTER Fred
BASTOCK Fred GATES Graham MCLEQN- Alistar
BATEMAN Ray GIFFNEY  Desmond McVAY  Donald
BAYLES Robert GILL Greg NASH James
BAYNIE John HAMER Colin NEALE  Geoffrey
BIBBY Vic HAMMOND  Arthur NEILL William
BIRCH Karen HAMMOND  Gerald NFLSON John
BOWEN  Christopher HANSFORD John(Jess) NOAKES Steven
BRADLEY John HANSON Arthur OWENS Robert
BRADLEY Leo HARGREAVES Thomas PRIMROSE Brian
BREWER Charles HARLE Charles PRYOR Alan
BRINCAT Rex HAWKE Richard RICHARDSON Bob
BROADHEAD Ken HAWKINS Neil ROGAN Robert
BRYANT Kevin HECKENBERG Brian RUSSELL Robert
BURNETT Donald HILL Robert SAVILLE Owen
BURKE Alex HINDMARSH Laurie gCOTT lan
BUTZ John(Rex) HOEY Ian SENGOS Patrick
BUZACOTT  David HOGAN Christopher SHORTUS Dennis
CARMENT David HOPKINSON Fred SMITH Roger
CARRICK  Vincent  yuNcERFORD H John  STARK Gl%n
CARRODUS Mlchae] IRELAND John STARKE Blll jnr
GHAD R JACKSON ~ Neville  STAZIKER Stuart
CLIFTON : Alfred JOHNSON James STEDMAN James
COLE (Mle)GOrdOﬂ JONES Michael STONE Peter
SULEING 2o Ton KEEFE John SULLIVAN Kevin
COOTE Glen KENTWEL!, Wilfred THOMPSON Reg
CORBETT ~ Robert KIELY Douglas TOBIN  Phillip
COTTLE Victor KILKELLY Graeme TOPLIS Danny
CROUCH Robert KOTNA Jeffrey TRANTER Petef
CROWE 2] LANE Bill TURNER Robert
CUNNEEN  Stephen [ AURENCF Michael TAYLOR Harry
DAVIDSON William LEEK Keith WHITE  Peter
DICK Anthony LEWIS-HUGHES Hugh WHITFIELD Timothy
DOUGHERTY  Robert LORD Dick WILKINS Reginald
EAGLETON  Harold MEGGATT  Thomas WILLIS Kenneth
ELLDERTON Frederick MENDIL. Peter WATKINS Kenneth
EDWARDS Hugh MILIC G.K.
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A SHORIT HISTORY OF ARTILLERY - PERIOD THE 19th CENTURY.

"The contribution of the Artiller{ to fina] victory hs been
immense - the artillery has been terrific.

Montgomery of Alemain.
The 19th century brought the most far reaching changes to the
science of Gunnery.

In 1803 the British Army adogted the rounded exglosive case
shot, which had been invented about 1784 by Lt Henry Shrapnel

and has since been called " Shrapnel".
In its original form it consisted of a round shell case with a
thin comgartment segarating a charge of gowder from a number
of lead balls that filled a major part of the case, the fuse
was inserted in the powder chamber and was designed to explode
the shell at a predetermined range whilst in the air over the
heads of the enemy.
Explosive shells of all kinds came into more extensive use as
the century progressed. New explosives were discovered, rifled
barrels were produced, steel was used for gun construction.
Rifling was one of the major steps forward during this period,
nearly doubling the accurate range of most cannons.
T{pes and shapes of shells improved with the introduction of
elongated Erojectiles and improved_ fuses. Metal cartridge
cases, smokeless gun powder, recoil systems, use of breech
blocks, improved sighting equipment and better organisation
all developed during this century.
Then in 188? the French introduced a 75mm gun which made all
other guns obselete. It fired a 161lb sShell at a rate of 30 rds
a minute. IT had a recoil system and a telescopic sight Tor an
indirect firing techniqué. The armies ol the world quickly ado-
ted similar field ﬁuns but the French 75mm gun remained the
ormost field artillery weapon throughout World War 1.
303336306 I S 3E 363000 H3N

JUIZ ANSWERS: -
L. General Order MNol0l of 4/7/1902 i Gagetr: 3
Sept 1902 VA and Gazette No 44 of

! T 1 5 3 3 -

2. In 1924 pombardier became 2 stripes & 2 Biebe Lt ol

3 On = 14%: > 7 g e -
ngjge ;{:n Ju%] 1899 H.M. Cueen Victor:ia s3igned an order
caki IERSCIE | ol Bk g Bl &3 "
i’1er?os 2 ~rom 91,3,99 amalgamating the permanent art

: i--8ries Orf N.S5.W. Victoria and Queensland as “he R.A A
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PLEASE ATTEND PLEASE ATTEND PLEASE ATTEND




FROM THE REUNION IN OCTOBER.




