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F R O H  T H E  D E S K  O F  L T C O L  J . A . L .  F A I R L E S S
CO 7 FD REGT

I  o f f e r  r n y  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l  G u n n e r s  p a s t  a n d
p r e s e n t  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  C o r p  b i r t h d a y  o n  I  A u g  9 2 .

1 9 9 2  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a  r u s h  a n d  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  e v e r  s i n c e .
I t  i s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  w e  a r e  i n  A u g u a t  w i t h  l e s s  t h a n  t w o  r n o n t h s  t o
A F X .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r  s e v e r a l  I i v e  f i r e  e x e r c i s e s
h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  a t  b o t h  H o l s w o r t h y  a n d  S i n g l e t o n  r a n g e s .  T h e s e
h a v e  v a r i e d  b e t w e e n  B a t t e r y  a n d  R e 6 J l m e n t a l  l e v e l .

A l s o  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  R e g i n e n t  c e l e b r a t e d  i t s  ? 6 t h
A n n i v e r s a r y  w i t h  a  C h u r c h  S e r v i c e  a t  t h e  W i l l o u g h b y  C h u r c h  o f
E n g l a n d  c h u r c h .  T h e  s e r v i c e  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  t e a  a n d  c o f f e e  b a c k  a t
R H Q .  T h a n k y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  n e n b e r s  w h o  w o r k e d  s o  h a r d  i n
t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r n i n g  t e a .  A  n e w  L l l g  H a r n e l  G u n  w a s  o n
d i s p l a y  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  n e n b e r g  t o  p e r u s e .  A  s i d e  n o t e  t o  t h i s
s t o r y  i s  t h a t  R e v e r e n d  J a s o n  P a g e  w h o  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  w a s  s o
i m p r e s s e d  h e  h a s  e n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  R e s e r v e  a n d  h a s  o f f i c i a l l y  b e e n
p o s t e d  t o  t h e  R e g i m e n t .

T h e  R e g i n e n t  o n c e  n o r e  h a d  a  l a r g e  b i l l  f o r  t h e
c o n m i t m e n t  t o  A N Z A C  D a y  s e r v i c e s .  A  t o t a l  o f  n i n e  c a t a f a l q u e
p a r t i e s  a n d  n u n e r o u s  o t h e r  s u p p o r t  t a s k s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  l l
d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s u p p o r t  w a s  s u c h
t h a t  i t  s t r e t c h e d  o u r  r e s o u r c e s  b e y o n d  a  r e a s o n a b l e  I i n i t .  A
r e v i e w  i s  b e i n g  c o n d u c t  t o  e s t a b l l s h  a  p r l o r i t y  o f  e f f o r t  f o r  o u r
s u p p o r t  n e x t  y e a r .  T h i s  l o w e r i n g  o f  s u p p o r t  w i l l  b e  b e n e f i c i a l  a s
I  i n t e n d  t o  c o n d u c t  a  R e g i m e n t a l  D a w n  S e r v i c e  i n  1 9 9 3 .  T h e  v e n u e
w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  2 8  F i e l d  B a t t e r y  d e p o t  a t  D e e  t { h y .

A n o t h e r  h i g h l i g h t  w a e  t h e  t r l p  b y  l l e r c u l e s  t r a n s p o r t
a i r c r a f t  t o  P u c k a p u n y a l  i n  e a r l y  X a y  t o  v i e w  t h e  E l  A l a n r i e n  f i r e
p o w e r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  A  p a r t y  o f  l 3  p e r s o n n e l  r n a i n l y  O f f i c e r s  a n d
S N C O  u i t n e s s e d  a n  a w e s o m e  d i s p l a y  o f  t h e  A D F ' s  w e a p o n  s y s t e n s .

B y  f a r  t h e  b i 6 s e s t  a c t i v i t y  t h e  R e g i n e n t  h a e  u n d e r t a k e n
t h l s  y e a r  i s  t h e  F r e e d o n  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  N e s c a s t l e .  A l l  p e r s o n n e l
espec ia l l y  the  Ad ju tan t  and RSH in  p repar ing  fo r  the  parade are  to
b e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d .  I  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a  g r e a t  h o n o u r  t o  b e  t h e
C o m n a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  R e g l m e n t  e s p e c l a l l y  d u r l n g  t h e  d r i v e  p a s t
o f  t h e  C t t y  H a l l .  T h e  l l a y o r  a n d  T o w n  C l e r k  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y
l m p r e s s e d .

A rev iew o f  the  parade card  ind ica tes  tha t  the  rena inder
o f  t h e  y e a r  i s  s e t  t o  b e  j u s t  a s  b u s y .  T h e  A u 6 u s t  a n d  S e p t e n r b e r
weekends are  to  be  r rsed fo r  the  converg ion  cour l res  to  the  Hamel
G u n .  A t  t h i s  s t a g e  i t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  s i x  n e w  g u n s  w i l l  b e
i s s u e d  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  A u g u e t .  ( o n l y  t i m e  w i l l  t e l l  a s  t h e  Q  s y s t e n
i s  f i c k l e l .  T h i s  a s i d e  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  R e g i m e n t  w i l l  d e p l o y  t o  A F X
w i t h  H a r n e l .  I f  n e e d  b e ,  w i t h  b o r r o w e d  g u n s  f r o r n  2 3  F i e l d  R e g i m e n t .
T h e  c a r n p  p r o n i s e s  t o  b e  e n j o y a b l e  w i t h  t h e  e n p h a s i s  i n  t h e  f i r s t
w e e k  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r  s k i l l s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  R e g i m e n t a l  E x e r c i s e
t o  f a m i l i a r i s e  t h e  s o l d i e r s  w i t h  t h e  n e w  G u n .

I n  c l o s i n g  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  w i s h  a l I  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n
m e m b e r s  m y  b e s t  f o r  t h e  r e n a i n d e r  o f  t h e  y e a r  a n d  t h a n k y o u  f o r  y o u r

c o n t i n u e d  s r r p p o r t ,  i t  i s  t r r r l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .



1992 is the 25th anniversary of the action by which- Lt N'J'(Nobby)

il.rt (for,n"rty of ittr Ficli Regiment) was awardcd the Military Cross'

LtClark jo incdthccMF(SydneyUnivers i tyRegimenQjnoctober . l?58
and served in 7rh Field n"!ir"nt (Q Battery) from _February_ 

196l to

March 1966 where he was 
-promoted 

Bombardier (Nov 62)'Sergeant

(Feb 63) and Lieutenant (Feb 64)'

In March 1966 hc volunteered for full time duty and joined 4th Field

Regiment RAA for service in South Vietnam'

The following is an cxFact from thc citation for thc Military cross;

"on 6th August lg6Tduring operation Ballarat,Lieutcnant ctark was

supporting A- Corpony, 7th: Baitallion, thc Royal Australian Rcgimcnt'

At about ll00 hours,'ih" Co*pany contacted an enemy forcc and

immediatcly camc undcr hcavy and accuratc firc, sustaining scveral - -

casualtics almost at once. Lieutenant Clark, atthough undcr fire himself'

qu i ck l yb rough t rap idandaccu ra tca r t i l l e r y f i r con to lhccncmy

;;;iii;"t. At-this siagc thc cnemy continued to prcss closely on A

botpony who sustaincd furthcr casualties'

Lieutcnant Clark catmly, mcthodically and with comPlctc disrogard for

his own safcty, and in thc full knowledgc of thc dangcr to

himsclf,adjusdd rhc firc of his battcry to within 50 mctrcs of his own

position. th" "ncry was forccd to brcak contact and furthcr casualtics

wcrc Prcvcnt?d.

Lieutenant Clark's bravcry, his calmness in action and his profcssional

skill werc of fhc ttighest'ordcr, reflccting grcat credit upon himsclf, his

Rcgiment and thc Australian ArmY"

Lt Clark is now the Headmastcr of Mentone Grammer School in Victoria

riO-"iit ""gtt t " will not be able to join us at thc Annual Reunion in

ieptember-as originally planned,- we- are hopeful-.that we will be able to

mict him and crlhangc 
-storics 

in thc not too distant futurc.

Editor
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Gernans nake sli$tt gains against Allied lrnes at Soissons.
Hermans reriefl attack m ldarsaw.
Fermans invade Russla.
Allied_naval sqHdfons bonbard Dardenelles; are r€Fulsed.
Lleavy-fr$rtirg at Qhamagre; the battle rs a stard'off.
Zeppelin raidi on Parii.
Second Battle of Ypres;Sqpnd Battle. g{ _Ytres; fieruans . i4trod,rce .F.oisonoug ges.
lritish end AlCllC troj'E land at 6allipoli'.Urrtrsh and RMAI troops land at Gallipali.
furks attack British biadr-heads al ffallipoli

6al I ipal i.
at ffall ipoli.

Ltrsitaria sunk by German U boat.

9econd Battle of ChEnplgp. m gain for either side.
Australians if,f.ack ltalian. forcis.
{inston Cturdrill resigts as First LE'rd of British Adrniralty.
Zeppel in raids 'xr Ludon.
to
lleavy fi$ting at 0allipoli.
Heavy fi$ting in Argnne sector.
ConqrJest of 6e.roan South Africa completed.
GernanE take tdarsar.
to 

tdL!%flLt.rn 
Fronr.

to date on London.
Ca,vetl shot as a spy by GermanE.
r by Turks.
t frm tiall ipali

Continr.ed next, issue.
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CASUALTY

Thc following article rppeared in Jim MacDougall's column
in 'Thc Sun'of  Wednesday tB March 1953 af tcr  the Annuat

Field Exercise.

"The 
CMF in camp rr Singlcton lasr wcek was a typical 1953

Army, giarcd to all thc latesl horrors of War.

There was onc casualty which stresscd rhe hazards of Uitita.y
training. A fellow was holding r biscuit out as a targct for a
bow and arrow shot.

The archer missed thc biscuit and all but whipped the finger offl'

The Victim would like to know who the archer was. Can
anvhodv hefn ?
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THE REGIIUENTAL I I ISTORICAL PRO.IECT

AND COLLECTION OF REGIMENTAL ARTFFACTS

Very littlc progress has bccn made with the Historical Projcct since the

tast issuc of Yandoo. I make no apology for this:the rcasons are casily

cxplained. One is my continuing involvcmcnt in thc work forcc and the

other is my involvement with thc RAA Association (NSW). This is not to

say that the project has lapscd, far from it; rescarch continued in onc

particular direction during the ycar and data continues to flow in.

The collcction now consisas of many valuable and irreplaceable items.

Following my stronS rccommcndation to thc Committec it was agreed

that thc collcction bc offcncd as a Rcgimcntal Collcction to the National

Artillery Muscum. I am plcascd to say that the offcr has bccn acccpted

in principlc. Ncedlcss wc 8rc still collccting data and look forward to
your furthcr assistancc.

Thc following contributions to the projcct and to the collection arc

gratcfully acknowledgcd;

Maj R.M.Corbctt - A collection of publications which arc collectors
itcms plus various papers.

Mrs F.Cullen-Ward - Extracts from thc papers of hcr Grandfather.
thc latc Brig J.C.Selmes DSO,VD

Mrs P.Grant - Thc papcrs of hcr fathcr thc latc Capt G.E.Mason
rclating to his scrvicc in the 7th, 1924-1940

LtCol C.R.Lord ED - A mcmoir of his first cxpcricncc at thc OP.

Mr R.C.M.Toplis - Various historical papcrs

f f i + . . . . .  * a  r . . . . . . .  *  I  *  r r  r  r . r *  r  r  * ' 3  * ' r
M

Michacl Svcn Arlington RFD - 26 June 1992 - agcd 48

Michacl was appointcd a Licutcnant in the RAAMC (UNSWR)

on I Jan 1965 and later scrvcd-for ninc ycars in thc ARA beforc

transfcrring to thc ARES Hc scrved with I Ficld Ambulancc

rnd was RMO of 7 Ficld Regimcnt from Nov 1976 to May 1979

bcforc scrving in various othcr mcdicd appointments. At thc

timc of his death hc was a Licutcnant Coloncl, in thc position

of SOI (Hcalth) Medical HQ 2MD.

To his lovcd oncs and rclativcs, thc members of thc Association

cxtcnd thcir heart fclt sympathy.
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In the course of our Military careers we have all

experienced periods when we have thought that

the going was tough and that we were being hard

done by. The documents on the following pages

from the War Diary of the 7th Field Artil lery

Brigade wil l  cause us to think again.

The documents were written during the fourth

stage of the third Battle of Ypres.I have no

hesitation in saying that Passchendaele was the

greatest trial experienced by the 7th in the

76 years of its historY.

The reference to a group in the documents is to

a very practical and flexible method of

control l ing the large concentrat ions of Art i l lery

employed at that time. Field Brigades were

grouped usually in pairs for specific operations.

The Senior CO commanded the Group and was

under the command of the CRA, directing the

Artil lery Battle on the Division's front.

Readers who would like to know more about the

Third Battle of Ypres are referred to
"The Official History of Australia in the

Great War, the AIF in France" by C'E.W.Bean,
"ANZAC to Amiens" by C.E.W.Bean .and
"In Flanders Fields" by Leon Wolff.

Lau r ie  H indmarsh
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