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PRESIDENTS REPORT 1996197

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all for the

support over the last three yearsr and to wish our new

President, Don McVayr good luck and good leadership for his

term as President.

I would also like to thank the Committee who have supported

me, especially John Balfour who has once again proved

invaluable, and is continuing to do so. I wish the new

committee good luck and congratulate them on their

selection.

It was good to see the number of peoplewho attended the

AGM. For once there were more than enough people to fill

positions, and have some left over.It is pleasing to see serying

gunners such as Bdr Pat Gates and Sgt Rod Chetwynd on the

committee.

The last year as previously has shot by. The Church service

was held at St Johns but was poorly attended from both the

Association and the Regiment's point of view. Please

endeavour to attend next year. Bdr Gus Elgersma was

presented with the award for Most Proficient Soldier ;
congratulations Gus.

The 10th Anniversary Reunion was a great success, but we

were not able to fill the auditorium at the Legion, in fact we

had only average numbers. Despite this a great riignt was had

bv all.



The display that Laurie Hindmarsh has mounted at Pymble

has attracted much favourable comment : well done Laurie.

The display is supplemented by an L5 in the foyer, prepared

by the RSM, Darryl Kelly. It looks great and even our co -

residents look at it with awe. I'm not sure whether it's just

pure admiration that we actually got it to fire. They should

see it with shields and intermediate trails fitted.

The future of the Association looks good as we have

maintained our membership and managed a modest growth.

The new committee is charged with looking at the

membership criteria, and I'm sure they will come up with a
satisfactory result, which will enable more serving gunners to
join. With the uncertain future of the Reserve under RTA
(Restructuring of the Army), and indeed the future of the

Corps, it is important that we keep strong Associations, both

7 Field and the RAA.

Once again thank you for your support, and I look forward

to seeing you all at the Reunion Dinner this year.

Ubique

Robert M.Corbett RFD

President
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FROM THE DESK OF LT COL R.J.BRENNAII RFD

COMMANDING OFFICER, 7TH FIELD REGIMENT RAA

1997 Kicked off with a new team, a new focus and a new and invigorated

attitude to the way business would be done at 7 Field Regiment. At the pinnacle

of this new focus rvas the mission to have an AFX interstate this year - and it

will happen in October with the Regiment deploying to Wide Bay Training

Area, Queensland, for two weeks !.

Gone from last year's fulItime component was both the OPSO and Adjutant

with MAJ Simon Kirby and CAPT Shaun Harding taking over the reigns

respectively in 1997 (Simon coming on posting from P&EE Port Wakefield and

Shaun from the Directorate of Artillery). Both SMIGs also moved on with WO2

Wes Pine taking over at 1 13 and WO2 Brett Franklin setting up camp at 28.

SGT Tom Devereaux (Tpt), BDR John Blaik (Q Store) and CPL'Steve Blair

(clerical) were also new additions to the full time component.

In the part time camp it was generally situation no change after a minor

reshuffling of appointments. LTCOL Ray Brennan took over from LTCOL Andi

Kariks as Commanding Oflicer, on promotion. CAPT Andrew O'Brien took

over from Gary Bryant as BK 113, CAPT Simon Worboys (promoted in June)

took over as BK HQ Bty, LT Jones, RA Sigs became the Regimental Signals

Offrcer, LT Mark Lockhart took over as OC TST from Ian Bruce, LT Mark

Schrveikert was re-posted to the unit as IO, WOI Brian Marshall was posted on

promotion to DARTY-A and WO2 Mick Banham took over as BSM HQ Bty.

On a sad note, this year saw the untimely passing away of WO2Tony Jones.

WO2 Jones contributed much to the unit in his tenure with 113 Fd Bty and will

be sadly missed by all who knew him. Our thoughts still go out to his family and

loved ones.

MAJ Michael Shevak resigned from the Army in June and handed over

command of 28 Fd Bty to MAJ Gus Pallot who will be re-enlisted some time in

September. MAJ Shevak contributed a wealth of experience and knowledge to

the unit in his two year tenure as Battery Commander 28 Fd Bty but leaves his

sub-unit in capable hands.



Training has focused on FO and gun end training rvith LFX's in Singleton and
Holsworthy. The biggest concern has been with getting FO trained to an
acceptable level and then encouraging them to attend both Tuesday night and
u'eekend parades regularly enough to 

'keep 
their eye in' and shooting skills up

to scratch. A lack of resources, notably a lack of 
'bombs' 

combined with
problems such as fuse restrictions have made this dilerrma a somewhat

challenging predicament. Fortunately a combination of leadership and creative

management of resources has assisted in solving this problem with both Batterys

being able to field an FO party for the AFX in October.

'Try 
Before You Buy' recruiting initiatives have continued to be a great success.

I am convinced these weekends alone, and the figures back this up, have been
responsible for the gradual increase in the posted strength ofthe unit in 1997.1t
is a fact that in weekends when such recruiting weekends have not occurred, the

effective posted strength of the unit has actually decreased. At the time of
writing, the effective strength of the unit had increased from 174 in January to
213 in September !. Much of the credit for success of these activities should go

the RSM, WOI Darryl Kelly, who has been inspirational in his commitment to
this and many other unit initiatives and activities this and last year.

Initial Competency Training has been both initiated and trialed for the RAA by 7

Fd Regt with both OPCP Fd and Gun Number courses being conducted within

the unit with a great degree of success. The ICT Signals Course will also be

trialed by 7 Fd Regt later in the year.

Along with the standard LFXs, the unit has also been committed to or been
involved in the following events already in 199'/ ;

Support to School of Artillery Courses

Regional Cadet Unit support

Provided soldiers for the Chief of the Navy Farewell salute in Canberra
Sent Safety Parties to support Exercise Rhino Charge in South Australia
Will support 4 Bde exercise in NT later in 1997

Pr<jvided support for Legacy

Supported McDonalds "McHappy 
Day"

Supported Exercise 
'Dustoff 

Dawn'

COMD 2 Div Commendation awarded to WO2 Timothy'Rhys Jones

Soldiers medallion awarded to LCPL Douglas Manny
Australia Day Medallion awarded to GNR Darrin Warminger
Provision of a section of guns for the Schoolof Artillery farewell Feu-de-
Joie
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Gunner Dinner, School of Artillery - 9 August 1997

LtCot Stuart Staziker, WOI John Balfour, Brig John Keefe, Max Falconer

Peter Mendl, Danny Toplis, Maj Bob Corbett, Fred Bastock

Most Prqficient Soldicr

7.Eield Regimentl-996

Bdr Gus Elgersma
(HQ Bfy) rec€iving

his presentation

from President

Maj Bob Corbett.



Commanding Offi cer (continued)

worthy of special note is the entrance of a team in this year's g Bde Military
skills competiticn. The section, led commendably by BDR'Gus'Elgersma won
the competition and was proud to boast the only female entrant in the Brigade,
PTE Natalie Smith.

Also worthy of special note is the unit's commitment once again this year to
Exercise Bunny Hop. Also an RSM Darryl Kelly initiative, this exercise
involves soldiers visiting hospitals around our depots and providing a bit of
Easter cheer by way of giving chocolate eggs and other gifts. The event received
media coverage through channel 10 and gained the support of many reputable
sponsors.

As can be seen, this year already has been remarkably busy - situation no change
for 7 Fd Regt really L The remainder of the year wilr see another LFx, AIRS
training at the school of Artillery Phoenix facility, a cDA's seminar, an AFX in
Queensland, an RMW and an 8 Bde cpX l. That should see us through to
christmas stand-down period at which time we will have to unfortunatelv
farewell the following members of the ARA staff :

CAPT Bill McMurtrie - resigned wEF sep 98 (MNRE from 7 Fd I Jan 9g)
WOI Darryl Kelly - posted 4 Fd Regt as RSM
WO2 Bob Field - posted 8/12 Mdm Regt
SGT Danny Maroney - posted 22 Construction Squadron
CPL Neville Berlin - posred He Trg Comd

of the GRes staff it is not clear at time of writing as to the exact posting plot and
therefore not appropriate to presume anything just yet though it is quite probable
that there will be some changes to the unit key personnel manning.

R.J.Brennan RFD

LT COL

CO 7 Fd Regt
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HISTORY of the ORIGIN and FORMATION of the
FIELD ARTILLERY of NEW SOUTH WALES

When the first Battery of Permanent Artillery was formed in 1871, there were 4 S.B. 9
Pdrs and 2 Howitzers. The harness and guns had been the property of the Imperial
troops and had been left in the Colony when they ceased to serve here. The whole of No
I Battery drilled at these guns I contractor's horses,4 per gun being used and drills
extended over about 20 half-days a year. The Officers at that time were Captain
G.J.Airey, Captain W.W. Spalding, Lieuts Russell and Lindeman.

In 1876 a second garrison battery was formed and the Field Artillery was composed of
men from this Battery, the Officers being Major W.W.Spalding, Lieuts H.le Patorel,
A.Le Patorel and Murrav.

ln 1877 a third Battery was formed ; but the Field Artillery was worked principally by
officers and men from No 2Battery. The Officers at that time were Major Spalding,
Lieuts A.Le Patorel, Nathan and H.P.Airey.

In 1882 ten l6 Pdr R.M.L. guns were purchased by the Government of New South
Wales and were taken into use by the Field Artillery and used by No 2 Battery.

In 1891 the Battery became "A" Battery consisting of 5 Officers, 14 N.C.O.s and 55
menl the Officers being Captain and Brevet Major H.P.Airey (in command) , Captain
Kyngdon, Lieuts Dangar and Antill and Veterinary Surgeon Scott.

In 1892 permanent stables were built at Victoria Barracks to accommodate 60 horses,
also Gun Park, Harness Rooms, Collar-maker's and Wheel-wright's shops and a
shoeing forge.

In 1893, upon the reconstruction of the Military Forces under Major General E.T.H.
Hutton,CB., A.D.C. to the Queen, Brigade Division and Field Artillery was formed
consisting of three batteries, "A", 6(B"and '6C" under the command of Major
H.P.Airey, DSO who was also in command of 66Att Battery, "Btt and ttCtt Batteries
being partially paid.

In 1893 Major H.P.Airey, DSO was sent to India for the purpose of going through a
course of special training and instruction with the Royal Horse Artillery, Field Artillery
and Cavalry.

'In 1894 Captain Dangar was sent to India for special training and,instruction.

In 1894 6(A" Battery marched to and from Bathurst (a distance of 125 miles) and took
part in the manoeuvres there. The return journey was accomplished in 5 days ; the last
day's march being 56 miles in 17 hours.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxx



7 FD RFCT RAAASSOCIATION
1997/98 COMMITTEE

President D.B.McVav

Vice-

Presidents

Maj R.M.Corbett RFD

M.L.Falconer MBE

Seuetary WOI J.G.Balfow

Treasurer M.D.Laurence

Comrnittee WO2 K.S.Aiston

F.J.Bastock ED,MD

A.R.Burke

R.Chetwynd

K.E.Flanagan

S.A.Fulcher

T.J.Gwilym

P.G.Gates

WO2 P.G.McGrath

WO2 S.W.Noakes

WO2 P.Sengos

R.C,M.Toplis

Brig J.P.Keefe RFD

Legal Advisor J.A.Nelson

Hon Auditor W.J.Neill

7th Field ReeimqiltRAA
Kev Postines - 1997

C O

21C

Adjt

LtCol R.J.Brennan RFD

Maj R.M.Corbett RFD

Capt S.E.Harding *

vu"*l

Capt S.Flower

Vacant

Maj P.Broad

Capt A.T.O'Brien

Vacant

RSM WOI D.J.Kellv *

QM Capt W.McMurtrie *

OPSO/BC HQ Maj S.R.Kirby *

BSM HQ WO2 M.Banham

OC TST Lt M.Lockhart

ASM SSGT A.J.Brincat

BSM 28 WO2 S.Noakes

SMIG 28 WO2 B.Franklin *

BC 28

BK 28

BG 28

B C  1 1 3

B K  1 1 3

B G  I 1 3

:f AIL{

I

' Patron

BSM 113 WO2 G.Nicholls

SMIG 113 WO2 W.Pine *

I

* * ' * * * * ! F * , 1 . : t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ' i * * * * * * * * * * * * , t * * , i * ! * * * : * * * * , f ; f , * , r + * + * * * * * * , t * * * ! *

A N N U A L  R E U N I O N

Friday 7 November 1992 - Willoughby Legion Club

BE THERE********BE THERE********BE THERIT********BE THERR*******



7 FD REGT RAA ASSOCIATTQN - Members u at I Aueust 199?

ANGUS

AfTARD

BAGSTER

BAILEY

BALDWIN

BALFOUR

BAM{Alt{
BARRY

BASTOCK

BATEMAN

BAYIIIE

BENNETT

BIBBY

BIRCH
BIRRELL

BLOW

BOWEN

BR.{DLEY
BRADLEY

BREWER

BRINCAT

BROWN

BRYANT

BIJRNETT

BIJRKE

Cmeron

Richard

Philip

Neil

MCLEAN

MCVAY

NASH

NEALE

NEILL

NEI,SON

NEI^9ON

NOAKES

OVERTON

OWENS

OWENS

AGN'EW Charlq

AISTON Karen

ANDERSON ChristoPher

FRAZER Iil

FIII.CIIER Strarou

GABRIEL Reginald

GATES Grahan

GATFS Patrick

GIFFNEY Dmond

GILKINSON Lance

GILL Greg

GLADEN N@l

GODFREY AnthonY

GRESLEY Wal

GRIFFITHS Davi

GWILYM Jack

HALL BarrY

HAMER Colio

HAIO{OND Arthur

IIANSFORD Js

HANSON Arthu

IIARGREAVES Thomu

IIARLE Charls

IIARRISON Allan

HARROWER David

HARVEY

HAVARD

HAWKE

HAWKINS

MITCHELL Frederick

MOONEY Ronald

MOORE Demls

MORGAN Robert

MORISON Jim

MOYSEY DaYid

MOYSEY Robert

MUIR Gayle

MUIR Lawrence

MUIR Peter

McDONOUGH PauI

MCGRATII Peter

MCKECIINIE David

John

Andrcw

Mark

Nomau

Murray

John

lltike

Andrew

Fred

Ray

John

Lloyd

David

David

Robert

David

Ctuis

Herb

LEO

Charls
Alex

BROADIIEAD Ken

Rss

Donald

Jm6

Geoffrey

Willim

D€ne

John

St€vcn

John

Robert

Robyn

PINNINGTON LaidleY

FOSENER John

POWER Brie

POWER PhiI

PRIMROSE Bri&

PURCELL Jobn

RICIIARDSON Robert

ROBERTS Bruce

ROGAN Robert

RLJLE Donald

RUSSEIT Rob€rt

RUSSELL RN

SABER Stadey

SAFTICH Rotf

SAINSBLJRY Mauie

SAVILLE Owen

SCIIEDDING Riched

SCOTf Iu

SENGOS Patrick

SHLINWAH Richard

BUZACOTI David

CARI,SSON JiM

CARMENT David

CARRODUS Michael

CARSTENS John

CARROLL Gordon

CASIIMORE Joh!

CHAD Allu

CI'IETWYND RodneY

CHRISTIE Carl

CLARK Neville

CLIrION Alfred

COASTER-GARTON Mu

COCIIRANE John

COLE

COLLINS
COOTE

COPPARD

CORBETT

COTTLE

CROUCH

CROWE

C(NNEEN
DAWSON

DAI'EY

Mick

Dou

Glen

Doug

Robert

Victor

Robert

John

Stephen
Roy

Gregor

IIAWTHORNE Lawrence

IIAYDOCK lain

HAYLEN Ian

IIECKENBERC Brian

HILL Robert

HINDI\{ARSH Laurie

HOEY Iu

HOGAN ChristoPher

UOCGE Richard

IIOPKINSON Fred

HORTON Jms

HOWARTH Sse

HUGIIES Rssell

IILJNGERFORD Bruce

IRELAND

JACKSON
JACKSON

JAMES

John

Kim

Neville

Ian

Ed

Kevin

Jerry

Alec

JEFFRESON Alan

JEFFRESON Edward

JEFFRESON Nomu

JOHNSTON Warwick

JONES Michael

JORGENSON Kemeth

KARIKS Andi

KEEFE Johtr

Kemeth

Barry

Wal

STANFOR-D John

STARK GlYn

STARKE BiII

STAZIKER Stuari

STEDMAN Jms

STONE Peter

SULLIVAN Kevin

SUNDERL4.ND RaY

TAYLOR Harry

TAYLOR Jms

TIIORNTON StePhen

TIMBS Christopher

TOBIN PhiliP

TOPHAM Raoul

TOPLIS Dauy

TRANTER Peter

TRUELOVE Peter

WALKER Johr

WATKtr.IS Kruetb

WATSON Alex

IVHEATIIY ."Iurelia

WHITE Ce

WHITE Demis

WHITE Peter

WIIITFIELD Timothy

WLLIS Kemeth

WILSON John

WRIGHT Colin

SMITH

SMITH

SMITII

Colin

Grahue
Roger

KEEN

KEFT

KELLY

DAVIDSON Ross

DOIIERTY Carl

DICK AnthonY

DOUGHERTY Robert

EAGLETON Harold

EDWARDS Hueb

ELDERTON Frederick

ELSLEY Grahm

EWAN David

EWAN Amelia

FAIRFIELD Peter

FAIRLESS John

FAIRLEY Jack

FALCONER M{

FITZPATRICK RoY

FLANAGAN Kevin

TLIPPENCE Addic

FLOWER Stephu

TORSYTH BiIT

FOX Harry

KILKELLY Graeme

KIRKWOOD John

KISS Alex

KOHLHAGEN Paul

KOINA JeffreY

LANE BiU

LANGFORDBROWN lan

LATRENCE Michael

LEEK David

LIFU Patrick

LONGFELLOW virginia

LORD DicK

LYLE Stuart

MASONJONES Nicoll

MATfiIEWS Soow

IVIEAKINS Ron

MEGGATI Thomil

MENDL PeteT

MILIIAM Glem

MILIC KaTI

MILLAR AnthonY


