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The President’s Report

First I would like to thank the members for
allowing me the privilege of serving you as
President for another 12 months.

This past year has seen the Association
continue to serve its members through the
ongoing work of our Committee members. At
the time of writing our association members
number 218 all up.

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 we have
only been able to stage one regular function to
date - the Annual Reunion held last November
at Chatswood RSL.

For the reunion we were fortunate to secure
LTCOL Gary Mackay MC, a published
military historian, who was briefly a member
of the Regiment before going on to full time
National Service with 4RAR and continued to
serve with the ARA until retirement in 1995.

LTCOL MacKay gave us an entertaining and
informative insight into his military career,
particularly his service in Vietnam and his
post retirement career as a military historian
and author.

We also announced the winner and runner up
of the annual Soldier’s Award and JB and |
travelled to Dee Why depot a couple of weeks
later to present the awards.

With the arrival of COVID-19 in February
our annual Anzac luncheon and the annual
Anzac Day march had to be cancelled.

Hopefully, we will be back to normal for
2021.

Our May Committee meeting was deferred
until 22 June, but this year’s AGM was able to
be held on time and puts us back on track — for
the moment.

Despite COVID your committee has remained
active and Association Secretary, John
Balfour, has been keeping the administration
wheels turning in the background.

Committee member Bob Waller has been
working on the reconstruction of our Web Site
to a more modern format and despite a number
of technical challenges because of the age of
the original web page format, this is now close
to fruition.

Our Facebook Group continues with 64
members.

In July we followed up our relationship with 9
Regiment when John Balfour, Jim Nash and
myself met with the new CO, LTCOL David
Carew and his team, to introduce ourselves
and what we do as well as receive an update
on the Regiment’s ongoing activities.

This was a most informative meeting which
was well received and has further strengthened
our relationship with the Regiment.

If you are a Facebook Group member you
will notice several updates and photos of
recent activities have been posted by 7
Battery following a suggestion put to the CO.
Hopefully this continues as it provides insight
to us “oldies” into the workings of the modern
Army Reserve.

We are also hopeful of at least one visit to a
7 Bty Live Firing Exercise later next year,
but no promises.

Our Annual Reunion for 2020 is going ahead
with a proposed temporary change of venue

to Forestville RSL Club, on Friday 13
November.



The CO of 9 Regiment has accepted our
invitation to attend the Reunion and speak to
us about what is happening with the Regiment.

Of course, the event will be COVID safe with
some restrictions on moving around the Club
premises, but it will be a chance to catch up in
these difficult times with old mates. We would
love to see you there.

Lastly, I would like to thank the Committee
for its hard work over the last 12 months and
the support of our members and look forward

to things returning to some sense of normality
in 2021.

UBIQUE
Dave Moysey

7 Battery Key Postings 2020

BC MAJ Marcus Jones

IG CAPT Brendan Kelleher*
BK Vacant

BSM WO?2 Stephen Potter
SMIG WO2 Darren Jackson *
25 Tp Comd LT Benedict Cutts

28 Tp Comd LT Charlie Allen

113 Tp Comd LT Hugh Lightbody

Recruit Troop LT Matthew Bojanic

* ARA

FROM THE CO’s DESK

The 2019/2020 period marks the third year since the
establishment of 9™ Regiment RAA as the indirect
fires capability for the 2" Division. It was also during
this period that the 2™ Division took on a more
strategic role and became a significant stakeholder in
the security of Australia’s domestic interests
particularly support to domestic operations.

Since the beginning of the high risk weather season
commencing in September of 2019, domestic events
have required a whole of Government response to
natural and biological disasters. Bushfire emergencies
in vast areas of Australia’s eastern states endured
throughout the summer months which was followed
by the COVID-19 pandemic affecting all regions of
Australia.

The officers and soldiers of 9" Regiment from all
states and territories (except NT) responded to
Operation Bushfire Assist and Operation COVID-19
Assist whilst continuing to provide support to Border
Security operations. For those members who did not
deploy during these operations, they saw training
move from face to face to remote learning over
platforms like GovTeams. This forced change
however could be the impetus for a generational
change in the way in which Army delivers training
heading into the future.

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) distinguished
themselves during Operation Bushfire Assist, as
suitable platforms for tasks such as search, fire
surveillance and route clearance and 9™ Regiment
plays an important role in continuing to develop this

eye v nd y~- - - .
capability within the 2™ Division to support domestic
operations and foundation warfighting.

In the final quarter of 2019, under the command of
then Commanding Officer LTCOL Lachlan Searle,
prior to completion of his posting, the Regiment’s
administrative headquarters was relocated from
Kogarah to Randwick Barracks. Following this, in
January of 2020, LTCOL David Carew assumed
command of the Regiment, continuing the pace of
modernisation and directing a new pathway that
would solidify the foundations of the Regiment while
meeting the new priorities of the 2" Division with a
focus on Domestic Operations.

7 Battery has been an active participant throughout
this period. Whilst posturing to commence the
READYING phase of the Force Generation Cycle in
June of 2020, the Battery has sustained a high tempo
against events both planned and unplanned.

Notably, 7 Battery has:

- Deployed personnel on multiple Operations in
the SW pacific (January to Sept)

- Conducted a G-Wagon and G-Wagon
conversion course (Singleton in January)



- Deployed a force of 26 personnel during
Operation  Bushfire = Assist  including
commanders, Liaison Officers, UAV
operators, drivers and chainsaw teams (NSW
in Jan-Feb)

- Supported the Australia Day Gun Salute
(Bradfield Park in January)

- Supported Officer Cadet Training Block 3
(Holsworthy in April)

- Deployed 15 personnel on Operation COVID-
19 Assist securing hotel quarantine, ports and
other vital infrastructure. (April onwards)

- Conducted a mortar live fire practice in
support of the School of Infantry Officer
Training (Singleton in July).

- Conducted a small arms Combat Shooting
qualifying practice (Holsworthy in July)

- Conducted UAV  operator and UAV
Commander training (Randwick in August)

- Conducted a Field Training weekend activity
(Holsworthy in September)

During the next 6 months, 7 Battery will advance
preparations to relocate 25 Troop from Erina depot to
Pymble depot and subsequently drive a recruiting
campaign to strengthen the Battery’s Sydney base to a
more sustainable posture.

ot Regiment equipment modernisation includes a new
Mortar System ballistic computer supplied in October
2019, the first allocation of up to 4 new Mercedes
G-Wagons are expected prior to the end of 2020 and
the new 8lmm mortar by March 2021. A new
Forward Air Controller (FAC) simulator facility at
RAAF Base Williamtown known as ‘the dome’
commenced routine usage by the Newcastle Troop’s
Forward Observer parties as a training tool.

By June, individual training priorities began to give
way to collective training as the Battery transitioned
into “readying” for Battlegroup Waratah as the
battlegroup’s joint fires capability. As part of this
continuum, EX Chong Ju, Army’s premiere live fire
demonstration, will be supported for the first time by
7 Battery in 2021. Finally, the culmination of this
training will be realised in support of Exercise
HAMEL/Talisman Sabre in 2021.

Support to domestic operations will remain the
priority for the Battery and a state of readiness will
endure throughout all phases, particularly during the
prevailing national medical emergency.

A new officer was posted into 7 Battery commencing
January 2020 - LT Matthew Bojanic, bringing the
total Officer count to 1x Major and 4x Lieutenants,
offering a bright future for the Battery. Recruiting
activity continues to generate a steady inflow of
soldiers including gunners, clerks, supply operators
and drivers and all members of the Battery remain
committed to local and regional recruiting plans.

Officers and soldiers of 7 Battery acknowledge the
support of the 7 Field Regiment Association and thank
the committee members for their ongoing support. 7
Battery identifies the Battery’s lineage lies with the 7™
Field Regiment and its distant lineage with the 70
Australian Field Artillery Brigade, AIF.

LTCOL David Carew
CO 9REGTRAA

_Mortar support to ROBC at Singleton July 20




Multi-Rotor Unmanned Aerial System
(MRUAS) Training Aug 20

MYSTERY SOLVED

This SIGN mysteriously disappeared in 1996 around
the time of closure of the Willoughby Depot.

It was miraculously discovered in a Storage Unit in
Western Sydney early this year !!177?7

SERGEANTS MESS
T'FD REGT RAA

WILLOUGHBY

Items for Sale from the Association
Association Tie $25 + $5 postage
Order now — send payment to
PO Box 206 FRENCHS FOREST 2086

***Membership Fees are due now™**

Annual $10 — Life (over 55) $100

Internet Banking

Payments for the Reunion and Membership fees
can be made to:

BSB No 062 — 272
Account No 1001 3543

Don’t forget to include your name
Association Website Update
Don’t forget to periodically look at our website at:

http://www.7fd-regt-raa-association.com/

Please also see this new Website:
http://australianartilleryassociation.com

SOLDIER’S AWARD 2019

Congratulations to GNR Matthew Kightley
(28 TP Dee Why) who was chosen by the CO
& BC to receive the Association’s Soldier’s Award
for 2019.

The Runner-up was GNR Toby Spring
(28 TP Dee Why)


http://www.animatedgif.net/money/kwguysmily_e0.gif
http://www.7fd-regt-raa-association.com/
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a o Marcus Jones  with GNRs
Toby Spring & Matthew Kightly

The winner received a certificate plus a weekend at
the Army’s Bulwarra Resort, Terrigal.

BULWARRA RESORT, TERRIGAL proudly
supports the 7 FD Regt RAA Association annual
SOLDIER’s AWARD

bookings @bulwarra.com.au
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EAST TIMOR 1999 — 2013

Although no one knew it at the time 1999 was to mark
the end of the “Long Peace” from an Army and an
Artillery perspective. Up until 1999, the only Gunner
force elements to have seen operational service since
the end of the Vietnam War, were small RBS 70
detachments from 16™ AD Regiment, ship bound
during the 1990/91 Gulf War, RAA signallers
deployed to support RA Signals communicators in
Cambodia and from 107" Field Battery, 4™ Field
Regiment, who deployed to Somalia in 1993 as part of
the 1* RAR Battalion Group on OP Solace. These
Gunners provided the Civil Military Affairs (CMA)
capability of the Battalion group. Based on the
battery commander and forward observer parties, with
their inherent command, control and communications
capabilities, CMA was a secondary role that the RAA
had acquired during the “Long Peace”.

In September 1999, 31 Brigade deployed to East
Timor as the major ground element of the
International Force East Timor (INTERFET). While
the guns did not deploy as part of the Operation the
command elements of 4™ Field Regiment and its
batteries (A and 108" Field Battery) did. They were
later joined by elements from 103™ Medium Battery,
who deployed with the 5/7"" RAR Battalion Group.

In addition to the Regiment’s and Batteries command,
control and liaison CMA groups, the gunlines
deployed as additional rifle companies, as these
images of the INTERFET period show.
.../ = \

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORI,

Gunner Sage 108" Field Battery foot patrol k

When INTERFET handed over to the United Nations
Transitional Authority East Timor (UNTAET), in
February 2000, Army’s contribution downsized from
a brigade to a battalion group operation in AO
Matilda of Sector West. Under OP Tanager and
subsequently OP Citadel the Australian battalion
groups (AUSBATT) commenced a six-monthly
rotation program from 2000 through to 2004
(AUSBATTS I-1X), which meant that by the time
Sector West was finally evacuated in 2004 all of the
infantry battalions and subsequently all the ARA gun
batteries and elements from 131% Battery had
deployed to East Timor. After 2006, further
deployments were enjoyed by Gunner contributions to
the ANZAC Battlegroups of OP Astute, which
included 4™ Field Regiment and batteries from 16™
AD Regiment in the infantry role.

However, the principal role which the gunners had in
East Timor during Ops Tanager and Citadel was to
provide the CMA capability for the battalions.
Fulfilling the same role that they had experienced on
OP Solace, CMA was a particularly important task
because it provided an important interface with the
people of Sector West and it was the people of Sector
West, who were considered to be the Centre of
Gravity, for the successful conduct of peacekeeping
operations.


mailto:bookings@bulwarra.com.au
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A Field Battery CMA team briefing Commander
Sector West (Brigadier Vince Williams) 2002

It was not all work for the CMA teams and those from
A Field Battery, under BC Major Brian Hawke, took
the opportunity to celebrate the Regiment’s 131*
birthday on 1% August 2002 at Moleana. It was
appropriate that the oldest serving gunner in theatre
(Commander Sector West) and the youngest gunner in
the Battery jointly cut the cake.

A Field Battery CMA teams celebrate the Regiment’s
131* birthday with Commander Sector West

Gunners fulfilled a number of individual roles in East
Timor as well. One of these was as United Nations
Military Observers an unarmed military observer
group, which operated on both sides of the Tactical
Control Line (the defacto border with Indonesia) and
were seen to be impartial and distinct from the armed
UN forces. They were happy to interact with all and
sundry, as this image of then Lieutenant Colonel Dave
Coghlan reveals.

Gunners also variously provided Headquarter Staff at
both the Peacekeeping Force and Sector West;
Commander of the Australian National Command
Element (Gerard Fogarty); Deputy Commander of the
PKF (Paul Retter); and Commander Sector West
(Vince Williams).

The Gunner experiences were many and varied and all
those who deployed brought credit to a Regiment
renowned for its flexibility and adaIPtability.

Although, as we approach our 150" anniversary, it is a
tragedy that it is also 50 years ago that we last
deployed our guns on operations.

BRIG Vince Willams (Ret’d)



33rd Annual Reunion 22 Nov 2019
For your information, the following attended
the Annual Reunion in November 2019 at
Chatswood RSL:

Karen AISTON, John BALFOUR,
Michael BARNETT, Chris BOWEN,
Michael CARRODUS, Kathy COCHRAN,
Lou EHRLER, John FAIRLESS,

Peter FAIRFIELD, Shane FENDER,
Kevin FLANAGAN, Steve FLOWER,
Sharon FULCHER, Bill GRENACS,

Jack GWILYM, Geoffrey HERBERT,
Bruce JOHNSTON, MAJ Marcus JONES,
John KEEFE, David LEEK, Brian LEWIS,
Ina LO, Andrew McCALLUM,

Don McVAY, David MOYSEY,

‘ Ina Lo being presented with Honorary
James NASH, David SCHWEBEL, Membership by James Nash & David Moysey

John STANFORD, Laurie TAYLOR,
Ross WAGLAND, Bob WALLER,
LTCOL (Retd) Gary McKay MC

John Fairless with Geoffrey Herbert
LTCOLGary McKay MC, James Nash, David & Brian Lewis

Moysey & COL John Fairless
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Annual Reunion 2020

The Annual Reunion is to be held at Forestville RSL
on Friday, 13th November. Cost for dinner, wines
& port is only $55

Our guests will be
LTCOL David Carew & WOI Reg Grundell,

CO & RSM 9 Regt RAA
LTCOL Gary McKay MC with XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Ross Wagland, Shane Fender, David Schwebel
& MAJ Marcus Jones




Last Post h

Lawrence Douglas MUIR
1 Jan 2019 - Aged 86

Lawrence did his National Service with
12 National Service Training Battalion
from 8 Jan 1953 to 15 Apr 1953. He
joined 7 Field Regiment on 16 Apr 1953
where he served on the gun line up to the
rank of Sergeant.

Lawrence discharged on 07 Jan 1958.

Peter Gerard McGRATH
28 Jan 2020 - Aged 67

Peter joined 7 Field Regiment 19 October
1976 and served on the gun line up to the rank
of Sergeant. He then served in recruiting with
28 Fd Bty plus Regimental HQ.

He was a very popular and knowledgeable
SNCO in the Bty.

Peter was posted to the ADF Recruiting Unit
in 1998.

He later served in HQ Logistics Support Force
and 1 Joint Movement Group, including two
periods of full time service.

Peter discharged on 19 June 2008 as a Warrant
Officer Class 1.

Alexander Richard (Rick) MAIN
12 June 2020 - Aged 74

Rick joined the Army as a National
Serviceman on 12 July 1967. His many
postings included 12 Field Regiment in
Vietnam, 6 and 4 Field Regiments,

RMC, Australian Army Staff (London) and
the School of Artillery. Rick’s last posting was
as LTCOL Commanding 7 Field Regiment
from May 1988 to November 1990. Rick
was a very effective CO and passed a huge
amount of knowledge to the Regiment.
Rick discharged on 28 November 1990.

Albert Robert (Bob) OWENS, BEM
30 Jun 2020 — Aged 92

Bob served in the British Territorial Army
(Arty) from 1949 to 1951. He enlisted in

the ARA on 9 May 1951.

He was posted as Chief Clerk 7 Field
Regiment from 3 July 1963 to 11 April 1968.
Earlier postings included 1 and 9 Heavy
Anti-Aircraft Regiments, Army Guided
Weapons Trials Unit and 131 Divisional
Locating Battery.

After 7 Field, Bob served in HQ RAA 2nd
and 3rd Division, also the School of Artillery.
He was posted to Vietnam for a short period
in late 1970.

Bob was awarded the British Empire Medal
in 1972.

He discharged on 8 May 1975 as a Staff
Sergeant.

Bob was a Past President and Life Member of
Paddington-Woollahra RSL sub-Branch.

AUSTRALIA‘S

MEM R WL R

>R TH HEAD

Orders are closing soon for the last pavers at NORTH
FORT at which time the Memorial Walk will be
handed over to the Harbour Trust.

SPECIAL OFFER to Association Members - Orders
placed by 31 October $50 (normally $70).

Complete the order form at :

“Artilleryhistory.org/memorialwalk”.



“FAMOUS QUOTES”

I’d kill for a Nobel Peace Prize

Borrow money from a Pessimist — they don’t
expect it back

Half the people you know are below average
99% of Lawyers give the rest a bad name

Conscience is what hurts when all your other
parts feel good

If you want a Rainbow then you have to put up
with the Rain

The early bird may get the Worm but the Second
Mouse gets the cheese

How do you tell when you are out of invisible ink ?

If everything seems to be going well, you have
obviously overlooked something

Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm

Hard work pays off in the future: Laziness
pays off now

What happens if you get scared half to death twice ?

My Mechanic told me “I couldn’t repair your brakes,
so I made your horn louder”

The problem with the Gene Pool is that there
is no Lifeguard

Everyone has a photographic memory: some just
don’t have any film

WARNING ORDER.
**ROVAL AUSTRALIAN ARTILLERY 15070+

SUN 1 AUG 2021  National Salute
all regions/all Units

SAT 6 NOV 2021 New Queens Banner
Victoria Barracks

More events & details in due course

Members List OCT 2020

AISTON
AMOR
ARNOLD
ATTARD
BAGSTER
BALDWIN
BALFOUR
BARNETT
BARRY
BASTOCK
BAYNIE
BEETON
BIGNOLD
BLINKHORNE
BLOW
BORROWMAN
BOWEN
BRENNAN
BREWER
BRINCAT
BROAD
BROADHEAD
BROWN
BURKE
BUZACOTT
CANNON
CARLSSON
CARRODUS
CARSTENS
CARTWRIGHT
CASHMORE
CHANDLER
CHASEBERRY
CHETWYND
CHRISTIE
CLARK
CLARK

CLIFF
CLIFTON
COCHRAN
COCHRANE
COLE
COLGAN-GORE
COLLINS
COLLINS
CONDON

Karen
William
Don
Andrew
Mark
Murray
Steven
Michael
Andrew
Fred
John
John
Peter
Gordon
David
Gregory
Chris
Raymond
Charles
Alex
Paul
Ken
Jeffrey
Leo
David
Megan
Jim
Michael
John
Andrew
John
Stewart
Joseph
Rodney
Carl
David
Neville
Kevin
Alfred
Kathryn
John
Mick
Robert
Don
Peter
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CREEK
CROWE
CROZIER
CUNNEEN
DICK
DONOHUE
DOWN
DROVER
DUTTON
DWYER
EAGLETON
EDWARDS
ELDERTON
FAIRFIELD
FAIRLESS
FENDER
FENTON
FINCH
FLIPPENCE
FLOWER
FOX
FRIDOLFSSON
FRY
FULCHER
GATES
GILLESPIE
GILLETT
GILMORE
GILMOUR
GOLD
GLADEN
GROUSE
GWILYM
HALL
HAMER
HANLEY
HANSFORD
HARROWER
HARRISON
HAVARD
HAWKINS
HAWLEY
HAWTHORNE
HEMSLEY
HERBERT
HEWETT
HILEY
HOBSON
HOEY

Jenny
Michael
Kel
Stephen
Anthony
Tom
Patrick
Angus
Martin
Peter
Harold
Hugh
Frederick
Peter
John
Shane
Stuart
Lachlan
Addie
Stephen
Harry
Peter
Gary
Sharon
Graham
Rod
Paul
Tan
John
Dustin
Noel
Richard
Jack
Graeme
Colin
Alex
Jes
David
Allan
Richard
Neil
Ted
Laurie
Mark
Geoffrey
Robert
Steven
Stuart
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HOGAN
HORSELL
HUNGERFORD
IRELAND
IZARD
JACKSON
JAMES
JARMAN
JOHNSON
JONES

JONES

JONES
KARIKS
KEEFE

KEEN

KELLY
KIRKWOOD
KNIGHT
KNOWLES
KOHLHAGEN
KOHLHAGEN
LACZKOWSKI

LANGFORD-BROWN

LAURENCE
LAWSON
LEDWICH
LEEK

LEWIS
LINCOLN
LITTLE

LONG
LONGFELLOW
LOWE

LUCAS
MARTIN
MASON-JONES
McCALLUM
McCARTHY
McCLELLAND
McDONOUGH
McFAYDEN
McGARRY
McGLINN
MCcILWRAITH
McKECHNIE
McLEAN
McMAHON
MCcNEE
McVAY

Chris
Drew
Bruce
John
Michael
Neville
Ian
David
Bruce
Marcus
Michael
Ronald
Andi
John
Ken
Walter
John
Stanley
Howard
Ross
Paul
John
Ian
Michael
Callum
Sam
David
Brian
David
Bruce
Allan
Virginia
Margo
Beth
Graham
Nicoll
Andrew
Noel
David
Paul
Barry
David
Les
Michael
David
Russ
Peter
Greg
Donald
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MERCER
MILIC
MILLAR
MOORE
MORIXBAUER
MORGAN
MORRIS
MOYSEY
MOYSEY
MUIR

MUIR
NEWBERRY
NEWTON
NICHOLS
NOAKES
O'NEILL
ORGOVANYI
PALMER
PEDERSEN
POSENER
POWER
POWER
PRIMROSE
QUINTON
RICHARDSON
ROBERTS
ROGAN
ROWE
ROWORTH
RULE
SAINSBURY
SCOTT
SCHWEBEL
SENGOS
SEABROOK
SHADAY
SHANNON
SHUNWAH
SLATER
SMITH
SMITH
SOTTER
STAMELL
STANFORD
STAPLETON
STARKE
STONE
SULLIVAN
SUNDERLAND

Thomas
Karl
Anthony
Jon

Karl
Robert
Douglas
David
Robert
Gayle
Peter
Malcolm
Neville
Grant
Steven
Mark
Cornelius
Grant
Peter
John
Brian
Phil
Brian
Graham
Robert
Paul
Robert
Warren
Douglas
Donald
Maurie
Tan
David
Patrick
Stuart
Max
John
Richard
Peter
Grahame
Peter
Vernon
James
John
Gerald
Bill
Peter
Kevin

Ray
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TAYLOR Harry
TAYLOR Lawrence é
THORNTON Stephen &
WAGLAND Ross &
WALLER Robert &
WALSH Graham é&
WARMINGER Darren &
WEBB Ken &
WHEATLEY Murelia &
WHITE Dean &
WHITFIELD Timothy
WILLIAMS Darcy
WILLIAMS Trevor &
WILSON John ¢
WOODING Don &
WORBOYS Simon ¢
WORSLEY Susan &
WRIGHT Colin ¢
WRIGHT Leonie &
YEATES Chris
YOUNG Warwick &
Honorary Life Members

BALFOUR John ¢
CORBETT Robert &
CROWE John Deceased
FALCONER Max &
FLANAGAN Kevin &
HECKENBERG Brian Deceased
HINDMARSH Laurie
LEWIS-HUGHES Ken Deceased
NASH James &
NEILL William &
TOPLIS Danny Deceased

Honorary Members -

&
EHRLER Louis
LO Ina
MCDONALD Trisha
STEVENS Carol
& Denotes Email address held
Yandoo 2020

Compiled & edited by John Balfour, OAM

Photos by Dave Moysey & John Balfour
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