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COMREMORATICN DI NNER

50 YEARS FROM DATE OF DEPARTURE - 11TH MAY 1916

ANZAC DAY - Z5TH APRIL 1966

EEXL

Today 1n Martin Place we think of other days
Such as %3 at sea with heavy meals that came sur way,
dnd Tater at Gun Statton, Naggon Llne and diltatt,
We had no pleasamt uley steak 1o F1llait.
Our normal fare was bully beef and ster -
Hoe we longed for comething new.
Ohl for 3 change from dog biscuits amd plum fam,
But now we cam enloy dalnty food of chicksn and has.
e remember when cold and vet along the Sopma
How we longed for semething Mght but stromg.
Soactimes we chanced our luck
In stolen pig or flesing duck
Now, wTth walst 1ng broad and hale so white,
We can enjoy a feast so 11ght,
¥1th appTe ple and cream we smile
and send our heart and wind to think amhile
Of other places and friends we lost,
Where food was searce, and deink was not,
So, wk1la we dine & 1a Carte at Cakl1ls
Remamber pals who szleep 'n Flanders Field.
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HESTORY
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Spdney, 195« {he A.1.F. Artillery Recrult Depot was transferred
trom the Showground to "The Warren®, Marricky!1le, whore vartous reinforcement
Lnits for averseas serv'ce wers formed.  Then came the forsatlon of 3 new A.0LF.
JieYshen, and so the 7th Fleld Aetillers Brlgade was created under the command
of Cal, R.5. Pearce, ’

Atter 1alttal tratning ¥n the rudtments of ' litary disclpline, the
Brigade had a farewel) march throwgh Sydney streets and, 2t 1 a.. on the
morning of 11th May 1916, Teft "Tha Warren® for places unkncwn, and meved hy
trans loaded wfth Bandolier, Grealcoat, RYfis and Kitbay, and at G a.n. embarked
an the s.5. "ArgylTshtre® AB, which was to be home for mesbers for sbout nlne
meghs.

And so the 7th Brigade said goodhye to Sydney Harbour, passing thrcegh
the Apads and dawn the coast, for distant parts.

Hew many of the yourthful saldlers on board AB that day mho had never
been on anythirg larger than the Manly Ferry, wondered what the future would be,
and when they would sec the'r hopa again.

The A8 was under the comeand of Captaln Chicken, and tha 1roops aboard
vere under contrel of C.0. Troops R.5. Pearce, LfCol; 0.0, 7th Srigade TR ctran
Janes, Bajor; 0,0, 3h Brigade, f. O'Makoney L/Cal: 0.0, Oth Freld Awbulance
F.h, Naguire, L/Cal,

After B3 days of T1ving under cramped conditions, traveiling wlthout
lights and visiting some ports 'n Seuth Africa, wg arrlved In England on the
12th Jly 1976, and tnmediately moved to the Tralnimg Camp at Lark H311, an
Sallshbury Flalns,

We wiil remembar our short perinds of leave to vis!t pelattvas and
friends In Great Britain and see the s'ghts of London, alse cur trataing periods
at dlnchester and Seanage.

During the next four months of extensiva trafning, the 7th Brigads was
transferred tnto an efficlant fighting unlt of Officers, W.C.0's, Drlvers,
Gunners and Spectailsts, Tater to be known as the "Eggz- couked? Art! Nery of
the famous 3ed Division, AJbWF. under the Coomand of General Sir John Monash,

Arrlvtng 1n France 1n Decesbar 1916, the youthful treeps mondered how
they would react under war conditicns they mere shortly to experlence.
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The 7th Brigade wos made up of -

Readquarters :  Lt. Col, Nelartney, H.0.K, 44
#3th Batiery 1 Malor Jamgs, T,E, 213
26th Battery 1 Captaie Plapfair, 1.4.J, 00
2ith Battery :  Captain Peart, M.A.R. a7
10%th Battery :  Captain Patterson, G.H, 104,

At Strazelle, the four Lnlts were tharged to 6 Gun Batteries when
dueenstanders and personnel frcg vthor States jotned the ortglnal N.E.W, weabers.

ir first infroductlon to warfare was In the alTegedly quiet sectar of
Armenticres where we met the famous Madepaisella af Areentieres, enjoyed gond
Blanc Y1k and eggs at the repaining Estamirets, and experlenced hot baths [n the

uline rals.

#hat semordes are revivad . tragic, with loss of mates, happy, with
comradeship and understanding.,

Tuelye months \n Fianders, «fth such places as -

Armantieres, Mloegsteart, Hessines,
I¥ 1 lebeke, Passendale, Dickenbusch,
Ypres, Hell Fire Correr, Bernln Gate,

Then we think of the wonderful horses we had whe knex they wers fighting
a war a5 well as the mem, and how we serounged foddar from different dumps to
glve a 11ttle extra rations after a trying ard hard time wtth guns, anowniticn
and ratlons, through tha shell-worn reads and suddy gun stalions,

Then the forced March 1n 1918, from 8atHeul to Loullens, when 85 giles
ef terrlble roads ware covered 1n 100 heurs, as the call came to stes the Hun
break~through In the Sommn.

Can we aver forget the experiences through Soame touns such as - Amfers,
Yilliers Brettonnear!x, fray, Perons and Bullecourt.

Bany st111 remeabar leave in Parts, Landen and other places, arnd the
change ¢f e Tn such citles compared with the stench and mud of sarfare,

Then the dreary perlod atter the Arslst!ca wh}Tst walting for the Ind
Division schedule of tramspart for home.

The losses and sadness felt on leaving so many comrades on forelgn sall,
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will the werds of Jokn McCrae:

Ir Flanders flelds tke popples grow ¥¢ are the dead, short dave ago
Belween the crosses, row on pow We lvad, felt dawn, gam sunget flom
That mark out place, and in the shy Lovad, and wers Toved, and we 11a
The larks st117 bravely singing fly, 'r Flamders field.

Searte heard amfd the gues below,

T-k: ap cor gquarrel with the fre,
Tr you from faliling we throw
The terch, ond bhe yours to hald it high

[# ve break falth with ve whe dla JOHN McCRAE
Ye skall nzt slesp, though papples grow FLANDERS - 1H%
In Florders fleld. 1PRES.

#lso saying goadbye to the horses sho had served the Dviston so well for fen
leng years.  And s the Tth Brigade, havtng finished 1ts war dutics, the members left for
Australla in batehes - the first two on the 12tk May and the final grouping on 2nd July
199, On arrival 1o Sydney on the 18%h August 19749, the Jed Art.HMwislon &.1.F., ceased to
exist. M= it wng o questinn af f1-dirg rralrynert, reternleg te ald accupatiors or
renening studies, made difficult by four years of aray Tife ~nd wor serilge. Durlng servige
'n France, the ?ih Erigode Tost Cfflcers nd ctner renks - 77 %117cd 1o Actlon; &2 dbed of
wounde; 17 died of 111ness: 176 deaths; S7E weunced nd gassod.

“in addltion to the 864 eriginal sembers of the Brigade, relnfoecoments totatied
340, 5o 2 total of 1200 passed through the ranks whllzt on zervice and of these some
1070 retuened to AustraMa. The number on strength at the Armistloe were BEO.

knd now, 50 years later, we who are sti10 allve ¢ase togehter tedoy to cosmemor.
ate mot the glory of war but the comradeshlp enjoyed In tralnlng camps and battlefleld, and
during the pasturar years.  We repember those companloms of our youth sko d1d not reteen
as we did, but who Yie 1n dVstant f¥alds, and of those who have passed to thelr reward

stnce returning to Ausiralia.
Ourr thoughts qo out today to Bhose who are unahle to attend thls combemoratton

functlon beczuse of disabi1Mtdes arlaing from either war servlee or having passed bhe
three-store years and ten, and are nov not enjoying good health.  The normal roll, at the
present tlae, 1s approximately 300 - 2 number being located in cther States.

fe are Tosking forward to meeting oance agaln ax-pembers of the Hrigade who have

not joined our rewrlon gatherings or who have been absent in recent years.
The Reunion Club formed ¥n Y19 retained the 2plrit de corps of zctive servige

and =2 centinues 50 years later.

The Coomittee of the 3rd DEvisien A.LLF. Artiliery Assaclaticn comvey ta ald
gorerades tharks for continued support at the Anneal Re-unlon throughout the pogt-war yeazrs.
{o our Fatron Brigadler T.b.t. Playfaie tha Conpittes express thelr appreztation for close
aegociatien and assietarce over nearly half a century.



