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A1l Menmbers

PROCEDVIE,
IESS DINIERS

Gonsral

1 4 seating diasgran will re displayed in the hnte-room snd it is the
member's rosponsibility to ensure thet e xnows where he is to be scated at the
fable. :

2. Hembers will assemble for ypre~Ginncr sherry in the ante~room 30 mins

prior to the laid dowm time for dinner.

3. 4 Dining President is appointed
regponsit 10 for the service of the m=al,
traditional proccdures

by the Mess President, and he is
the wines and the observance of the

da A Dining Vice-President is arvointed by the tess President to asesist
the Dining Presifcnt.

Guosts

Se 411 guests are grected by <ic Dining Fresident assisted br the Dining
Vice~Progident. Thoy should then be iatroduced to the iess President, vrovided
with rofreshmente and then introduced 4o the members nominated to "lock after”
them.

6. The members "locking after' the guests arc to ensure that the r~uests

are introduced to all th: other members vresent. Gucsts are not to he loft un~
accompanied or in want of refreshmonts, and at the appropriate time arc escorted
to thelir vnlaces at the tabls.

oving Into Dinner

T 4 D-minute warning will be siven by the Dining Vice~Presilent to allow
nembers ant puests fo visit the latrince before meving into dinner.

8. &t the appropriate time the Diningy President will advise the Mess
Pregident that menbers and guests arc ready.

g. With the approval of the Meco President, the Dining Presicent will
lead the way into the dining room. Iz is followed by the Mess Prosident who
is aocomranicd by the Guest of Honour or scniocr guest. Other membors escord-
ing gucets follow the Mess Presidont, tle rewainder enter thercafter without
.delay.

10. Tho Dining Vice-President, whio rust ensure that cveryone =noves in
uiekly; shouid be the last to onter.
qQ b

i1. In the dining room, membors anl gusts will go to their ascisned
places; lowever, no cne will sit until {lo Dining President does so.

12, A% this point Grace will be =aid., The Dining President will rewmain
standing behind his chair until the Dinins Vice—President is in 2osition.

He will then call upon the Dining chu—Prv31Jent to say Graces i.s. "For vhat
we are about tc rcoecive - Thank God". At the ecenclusion of Grace the Dining
President will take bis scat, all othor follow suit.
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pimmer iz servcd in 2 clockwise dirseticn, ths stewards bogin sorving
ifent =ni te Dln 0o Vigce=Freosident similiznecusly ant carry on
ockwise dirccticn. The numbor of starting points for scrvice

n the number of

14, 5 in until
th'-% -t -b\.v[-')ln t")
eat that o course
is eaton with tisz

; gerving of each course deso not bsgin until the precedins course
has boen finshed by all and the platos, otc, have been clearcd.

16. Aftoer the last course is Tinisled, the takle is cloarcd, cxeont for the
port glassmecs, contropiuee trephies onl florsl arrangements, if any.

wine iz scrved in thy some nanner
» e taken, however, wator should
dri nk wine.

17, Por each ccurse that hns a J'nb Tl
It is not normal for om

Lot

o tacge who prefeor oot to

r\
{3 kg
{u}
:—1 CJ

18. Sucking is net permitted durii thie dinner. The Dining President
will ;ive pormiesion to smoke at an priate time, normally after the Loyal
Teast.

Yort

Tter the last course, decanters of

1G. When the table has bech clonrod o
the Dining Presifent and Sho Dindug

port ars laoeced on the tatle in front of
Vice-Prosidont

“vss with decantors in front of them

le and pour o little port in their

to the next Derson on the lelt who
hc Teft. ﬁh“n tkﬁ deeentor reaches
tae £11ling of kis glags -zl Tlaces

20u Fullowing the Dining Pre
emeve tho topguru, rlace thoem o
ownl gloasscs. The docantor is then .
fills hiz slass and passcs the decantor
each of the criginal officers he colote
the deecnntor on the table in front oF

21. Thers is ne speecial mystique shoub passing the decanter. Any

P NASRESe] i ng N
practical and courtecus methcd may e used whiich reducesg the time for passing
and cnsures that ne decanter is laeft wwmoticed during conversation.

22 As the decanters pass around $he table, stewards follew, to renlace
entptied decantors or to zerve water . thosze who de not wish to drinic vort.

ek

The Teast

23. 411 glasses boing charged, it is tle custom for the Loyal Toast fo
bs given.

24 The Dining Fresident, romainin. seated, calls the table to order by
saying "Hr Vice.

T

25. The Yining Vice-President, now in charge of the preccedings, will
rise and oay "Gentlomend"  This indicateo to the assembly that thoy will now
rigse. Glasscs romaln on the table.

igns, tho Dining Vice=Presient

26. Then all have risen and silonece oo
proposca the Loyal Teoast. "THE QUAZE!M 411 present will repeat "Tiln QUEEN!M
raise tF sa to thc toast =and resume their seats,

0
wir alassses from the tabkle, ﬂr*ﬁ“
ny tho lead of the Dining VIPL— rogideont.

/3. After Thoe Toast



Aftcr Tlhe Tonst

27. aftor any tonst it is custoinry for cigars and cigarcttes to be vlaced
anotoe wsvlo b the stewards

25, Mambirs enl

Tizsitnm To it sty Tnoin

29. PR ) Jl.‘;r‘—" r

grain using tho zame

of tzcnm will folilcow t

30. Bubsequent recunds of port arc at the dissretion of the Dining: Presid-
ent, who indicates when the circulzticn of rort has finished by rernlacing the
stopper in the decanter before kim. Tic other decanters arc then Stn”“’rc
also.

Leaving the Table

oo osrgInt milnl

31, L

embers ant muests do not 14w

rort with-ut permissicn fren the Dinia- T - ; silsogk-ull tt oacuitd only
in exceptional circumstances. Anyone se 1e~v1n¢ thz tabls must refurm.

32. The Dining President ghould bo sensitive tc the wishes of the members
and guests ~nl when he is satisfied thnt t“oy are ready %c lcave he shculd rise.

It is customary for all to rise and Tor those wishing to leave to follow

Dining President from the Dining roon.

oy L
id

: Jining Vice-President will thon assums thz
Aning Fro si ont 1mt11 t1ove remzining ors roady to leave. Tu ir {CD Tturc
wort may he cire

In The inte—Room

34, On their returmn to the anto-rcom, it is the resgponsibility of all
members t0 ensure that the guests arc ontertained and that ne one iw nzglected
at any tinme. Hembers should net lcave e Mess until the last officinl guests
have departed,

Conclugion

35. T Mess Dinner is traditional. Thoe esgentislly simple proecdurcs
which f1ave becrne established heighien ¢ enjoyment of the meal a i

a graclousness $o the occasicn not ofion found elsewhere.

- B. MONRIES
WO
Pn'—




