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. 15tk Octeber 1917,

6. R. Reoy ' L
- 9rd Australisn Diviasion,

: In forwarding the attached Report of the 7
Mediocgl 0fficer of this Group, I wish to add thet, dn.
my epinion, 1f the Gxoup remeins in the line for gny . . .
songiderabie length of time, 4t will, from pure ex-.
haustion, materislly lose itg fighting efficiency,

, - The troops, or the whole, zre in a voery low .
condition of health; & great meny have influenza end
sovere golde, and 1% is ouly the hmrdieet of them who .
. Bre kftm' by sheer deteminetion, stioking to theilr L
v --In the 2b6th Battsiy thore are mow ealy & .0
- Sergeaxts who ere fit for duty, no Gorporales ate sll, L
und 3 Boubardiers, The telephenists number & aad 'Ehe
-qualified Gun-leyers 3, the remainier haveing beon ~ -
svacusted slok or wounded, or kilied in motion, The
- Qffioer Commanding this Beitiory states that the Batiery,
as & whole, is in a vexy bad stote of halth, S

~_Waex the 26th Battexy arrived in this area,
there wers approximately 26 telophonists on the strength,
01 this sunber only R now remein, the work hgvriug to he
carried on with men gimogt totaliy untrained md inexpere
iexoed, The Battory only hus § quslified layera, thoiw -
Places having Lo Le taken, during long periods.of firing, .
by Guuners who have never hed an opporbuniiy of ‘properly
trained,  Om oxe oooasion, inorder %o losp the Gimas iun
astlon end give relief to Layers, two (fficers hof Ho
take their pleos at ths cuns,

v Fha fxfnma.» given with regard to the Zbth . ond .
~86th Latteries give some indiostion of the ‘shoartops in ,
- 8peoleliste throughout the Brigade and of the low Gone
dition of the persenncl phyeicelly. ‘
. Battories of the 8ib F,A.Brigede sre alike o -
defivient in %.C.08. end spsoinligiag, snd the health men- - .
erally 4e Tory poor indeed, v : o -
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Lisut-Colonel,
Conuianding Ho.& Group Artillery, -



