THE BLIGHTY CRACK.

tow few are the troops at some stage of the Campsign have not wished for
a "Blighty". For the relisf from nerve strain, for the rest from the
.monotony, of the sight of the ever-present khaki, for the co anionship
of British civilisng, for the food, the recreative galety of life in
Blighty. It may be when the shells are raining thiokest, whem "E11ljin"
has ceased to duck, when he is in that grim, Jdogged and pugnacious mood,
which is dangerous to the Hun who comos his wa{i

our Brigade well remembers the blow it received so umexpectsdly at
Diokebusoh on 11lth Sept., when a shell (a lucky one from Fritz's stsnd-
point) mccoumted for 43 casualties. It descended among the 26th Battery
at breakfast time. All hands were on the spot as the guns had not gome
into action in the new position. officers and men alike rallied round
their comrades, and in spite of the continued shelllng, rendered first
aid, asttended to evety want, and, in every way sought to help those whe
were unable to help themsalves. it wes a splendid exemple of corradeship,
of the unity between O0fflcers gnd mem; Yof that spirit of combination,
which was responsible for the prevailing good-fellowship, and so Iinstru-
mental in the Brigsde's suocess aSa righting force. In 8 very short snace
of time the wounded wet'e removed to the Dressing Station, thence to the
Oasualty Clearing Station, where system and thorougimess are paramount

ualities. It 1s the C.CuS8. which handles the great inrush of more or

ess ssriously wounded when a stunt is in progress. Tha Doctors and
Nurses with the XRay operating and other equipment are megnificent. It
ig here that we went "over the top", or in other words, saw the Merchant
eof Venice at the Theatre when Shylack gets his vound of flesh.

The first sensation after doming out of the enaesthetic 1s an appre-
eiatlon of the ocomforteble bed. How many long months is it since we were
between sheets? A Battery cobber i3 in the nexit bed, also just been
over the top". fHow are you Harry?" --- "Tres Bom. Do me for the
durstiont® ~--- "My oath. A man who wants more . than this would ask
for flowers on his grave or portholes in his coffin"!

Then comes the Nurse; a real dinkum civilised English girl. 'Bon
Jour Ma'mselle. Avez-vous"----We suddenly relaember end look sheepish.
"How are you fesling now"? And she smiles. "A drink"? "Most certainly”.
Port wine, champagne , Stout or hot mi1k7" Pirst we think it's"kid-stakes”
tut "jerry” that it's dinkum and say -==-="Cold water".

A fex days pass, our temperature drops to normal and we join the
sonvoy. The stretcher—oases are placed in a long row awalting the ambu-
lances to take them to the station. Aboard the train and we are between
the sheets againes A sleeping berth "puckshee®. Last one was betwesn
Sydney and Melbourne and cost ten bob.

\ Next we find ourselves at & General Hospital on the coest. We are
puzzled at the Nurses arrayed in white from ghoes and stockings upward
with the exception of & little red cross on the chapeal. The young Dootor
wbaring & silver bar on each shoulder, a hat llke the Maorilanders and
U.S.Ae On his collar; ocomes in casuallysmoking a pipe, and sits on the bed
So we are in an Ameriocan Hospltel. An Orderly comes to the bedside. "Say
Pard. Have you seen any of the States chaps up in the 1ine? You're an
Australisn eh? A guy in the ward over the roed comes from Australia too.
1 chenged him out of his blues into & Yankee uniform and we had a night
in the towm. Ghampagne? I guess we did?"

Sammy has been Uherged with opening conversation by "I guéss we've
come to finish thiswar you gtarted three years apo". Ve have not met that
Sammys From our experience he is keen, fres, of fine physique and modesthy
realizes the gravity of his task. The yowng Doctor, esger to gleaﬂ mow-
ledge from any source, joined in the conversation,  remarking:-"You chaps
who have been there know. One can't gst much from ths papersi”

A word for the Australian Red Cross. In each of the various Hos-
pitals we have been in, the Australisn Red Cross hes been ably represented
Even the Tommy Hospital hed a Sister specially eppointed to issue Red
Cross gifts to Australlan petients. Every conoeivable articls for the
somfort and convenience of the troons is availebla for the asking.

After the slapse of seversl days we are once more in a convoy. The
train pulls up right alongside the boat. We are somewhat chagrined to
note that the stretcher—bzerers are German prisoners. When seyeral cases
are placed aboard the toat without rough handling or being dronred into
the sea our fiars sra allayed. The 1ittle Hospital Ship makes good heed-
way across the Channel end in 1ittls ovey an hour, we Sight the renowmed
white cliffs of Dover. in no time we are in England, travelling i1 en
excallently fitted Hospital Train, among Englésh orchards, fields, hedges
and sbove all, BEnglish peoples
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