savoury odours. Plgs, calves, fowls end tams rabbits were rm down or
shaw down and in the cellars of old houses were found wines and cham-
pagnes, but Fritz seemed to have o special spits on these loocalitles
and sometimas much ironmongery had to be dodgsd before one could get at
the goods.

Sghis land of plenty was soon Stripped of 1its riches and the troops
had to take in their balts ond exist on Army ratlons agalne. i

Oon April lst the 7th suffered a great loss in the desths of Lisut-
Colonel W. Churchus, Capt. Greenshields and Lisut. Radford, cll of whom
were killed by one shell which burst in the O0fficers' Quarters at Hellly.
Major Jemes now became Acting C.0. of the Brigade. About this timz thare
was wnusual serial activity. It was 7ot an uncommon sight to see a score
of planes "boxing on®. The 21st April saw the downfall of the crack Ger—
man Aviator, Cant. Baron Von Richthofen. His machlne was forced to e
low altitude by British fliers and then accounted for by an Australlan
Maghine-Gunner from the ground. The plane crashad not very far from some
of our guns. Every night bombing ralds took.place by -hostile raidsrs and
neavy oeusualtias were caused arong the horscs and some of the men alsd fell
viotims to the bombs.

On Aprll 4th ths enery cormenced a very heavy bombardment on our
front line and bock areas, following 1t up with an Infantry attack end
sucoeeded in ocoupying Hamel ond Bouzencourt. ©On account of ths Bosche
taking ground It wes nacessarv to switch the mms at right angles to
tha usual front and So enfiladazd Hils herd-won nositions. M= was driven
out after losing heavily.

The capture of Villars-Bretonneux by the Germans toak place on the
24th Aprll. The same night our Infantry by sat daring and initiativs
made a silent attack without the usual Artillery assistance and 4rovye
thes enemy out at the point of tha beyonset, ond, with machine-pum fire,
capturing many prisoners in tha operatlon. That day hostile artillsry
was vory aotives, great quantities of gas shells and high explosivias being
put over”. Some of our gums were knocked out.and the entire Headquarters
Staff with three or four exceptlons was gasseds One of ths gas casual-
ties was Maj)or Jemes, ond his place was taken by Major Irmin.

The 7th Brigade went into raserve Scon aftor the Viller-Brotonnaux
gtunt and the wagon lines moved to Frechencourt. Some Yank Enginesars
wera billeted in this village and baseball matchas wera Soon the rage.
Thg Brigade team did very creditably, considering our: playars vere tecch=
ling ghe Yank at his Hatlonal game.

n May the 9th the gims wunt beck into actionnin the viecinity of
Brasle near Albert, but were relieved again on the l4th. HNext morning
the Brigado was on the "wallahy". After two days travelling we arrived
at our destinatlon which wes the villege of Coquerel on the Somme Cgnale
Spring was marging into Summer and the weather was fine and warm. The
country through which the Brigade travelled was vary plcturesque and
fertile. PFor miles the road followed the valley of the Somme River,

Now and apgain we ocame to the swift-running Canal with 1ts many Locks

and bridges, Rich young crops of vslvety, green grew right tg .the rpoad-
2ide.and the fialds were divided by luxuriant hawthorn hedges, snd, haere
and there woods of tender greem cast deep shadovs, forming cool glades,
The air was laden with the scent of flowers, the Lilac, tha Eldsr and
Acacla all dloomed slong the country lanes, and, in the. cottage gardens.
On the sve of the first day the Brligade occupled wagon lines on ‘the out-
skirts of Bourdon, a"one-horsa" village, whsre.every second house appeared
to be an Estaminet. Tho following roming tha Jowrmncy was contimued and
the towns of Flixscourt and Long werpg passed through an route. The country
gradually became.staeper and with the exceptlon of thick wpods was all
under cultivation. Coguarcl was reached ot about three in tha afternoon
and after "fzed-up® a rush was made %o the Canal which flowed near at
hand. Here tho troops enjored the luxury of a swim, a pastime we rarsly
had the opportimity to indulge In. The Caral at this point averaged 30
yards in width, and the water was vsry daep and swift. A tow=-path
followed the bank and both sides of the stream were overhumg with heavy
filiage. At tha lower end of the town thz Canal was spanned by s bridges.
The village itself was anclient and tumblzd dovm,and the majority of the
villagers looked as old ms the villege. There wers a few exceptions

.and they were"very nice too", Ahem.

Now old girlie I must stop = the Editor wont allow.me any rore
space. In my next I shall tell you all ahbout our spell at Coqueral
{voted the best spcll ever) and our subsequent doings in thz line..

S5ink one for me at Farmers ond accept bust love

- from
Algermnone. e



