I¥ A FRITZ'S NEST,

My deer=st Effle, ] 30th SEPT. 1718,

Once more an opnortunity presants itself, for re to
continus with little episodas of ovur doings.

In my lest latter I rantlomeZ to you, that ws had
pulled out for a rest, to a village calledi COCQUEREL, and elthough w2
had to carry on with the usual routine, of feeding e1d grooning our
chevals, each afternoon we devoted to sport. Being right on the river—
bank and the weather gloriously warm, one had only to go down there and
sse the boys getting ebout, even minus the proverbial "figleaf”.

Swirming oarnmivals were soon arrenged end proved grest
suecesses. Many laughable incidents oocured: one worth recalling, 1s
where a coupl:2 of ths toys stoppsd in the water, although cold, when
along oame two old French damas, who wera highly amused with their antics,
squatted dowm on & log. near thei: olothes. The boys' French failed to
move them. Then everything got tiue, the alr, as well as the diggers;
then they"cormpread" and 1moved at the "tout".

Basabell.gamres ware also indulged In with some
Amerioans, who were camped in ths Army Trainiag School cluse Ly.

Horseracing was guite the fashion now, as ths 3rd Div
Artillery hsld their meeting at, ESPAYGNE, at which, our Brigade wes
fully reprassnted. There were meny notable celebrities there end also
a goodly nurher cof Aussie Nurses from the 3rd A.G.H. ASBEVILLE and
WeA.A.C.S. Oneof the ohief features of the day were the Bookles, who
ware all dressed up In Civilien snd fency costumes of all colors. It
was necassery that they do this, to de-rive the scene of it's army
aspect. There were Plerrots, Tall hats and Frock coats, "Tallketive"
cheok—-sults and other queint rigouts and thsz bulsness was vsry brisk
throughout ths meeting. Everything was ideally managed and sverybody
oame away more then satisfied, even the punters.

A party of owr Brigads talent visisted ths 3rd Aust
Gensrel Hospital, ABBEVILLE, end ths conoert thet eventuated was
much appreciated, by the Chums, diggers and Staff.

. There was much sadness in stors for the Brigade on
the 20th May, as the D.R. arrived, which signified going back intc
aotions This was viewed with regret, as the few days spent at
COCQUEREL were easlily the most enjoyeble holiday we had had so fare

During our stay, Fritz used to pey reguler nightly
visits and paid a great deal of attsntion to ABBEVILLE. The people
there ussd to go out and sleep in the fields and hedges at night, re—
turning to their homes the followling morning.

On the 31lst May we left COCQUEREL behlnd, bringing
away with us, pleasant memoriss of & pleassant rest. OQur rsturn routa
passed through FONTAINE and AIRANES thet day, canmping at HANGEST SUR
SOMME for the night. Our journey was continued the next morning down
the Somme Valley, through PICQUIGNY, AILLY SUR SOMME, ARGONNES, AMIINS,
CANON and LONGUEAU, finishing up with Wagrpon lines at a little village
ealled Glisy. They could not hove chosen a more delightful spot, as it
was right on the Somme River, with beasutiful swimming pools everywhere,
also punts in galore. Zveryone was delighted, when they foumd them
selves, In surrowmdings So congenial.

: Ths guns went into aetion, just in rear of VILLERS
BRETTONEUX, on the right of CORBIE. Around this part the diggers did
wonderful work, whenm Fritz wes trylng to resch AMIENS in Maerch and
April. Fritz used to veritably swamp the place with gas each night,
and of & morning, the alr was thick with it. Most of our work hers was
harrassing fire, oﬁ_enemy trenches and back aress.

Oreat sniping work was done by some of our guhs,
placed right in the village of VILLERS ERETTONELX and only about 400
yerds from the front Trenches and with the Observation Post near the
front line. When a Hun was sighted, it was only & matter of seconds
befaore shrapnel and H.E« was bursting all around hime. The men doing
this sniping, say, 1t wes the most Interesting work imaginable. 7

A few plnor ralds were successifully cerried out, on
different occasions.

July 4th (American Independence Day) was commemorated
by a combined attack, on Fritz territory, by Australiang and Americans,
this being the first time the Yanks' Infantry hed been mixed with the
Diggers. It was & great success; the village of Hamel, slso HANEL WOOD
and VAIRE WOOD falling into our hands. Over 1500 prisoners and numerous

achine Guns were also captured. {Continued next page).
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