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¥hippet Tanks also ably assisted the Infentry in mopping un Fritz,
whilst Aeroplanzs ammoyed him a zreat deal rore, flyingz very low cond
firing on the retreating enemy. The front lifts was adavanced atout a
rile on a four mile front, naking a splendid hopping-off grownd, for
the bif stunt that was to follow. The same nighit Friiz made a feeble
effort Lo coumter-attaock, but oame a gutzers

On the 9th of July, & glaring tit ¢f work was dome by
three diggers. They orent over to thé ememy trenches and foumd him
eslespe They thray bombs dowm the dug-outs, killing meny, end brought
back sixteen prisoners. ALy : i

On July 15th, we took up enothsr position near CORBIE, mad
in rear of FOUILLOY, and kent Fritz annoyed br comstant harressing
fire, usually cross-roads ¢urps and C., about 2 dozea bursts (each
20 or 30 roumés) being s=mt over nifl‘.tly, per Battery-

- It was Just about this time that Pritz shoved sipgns of
wrezking up, a2she kept evacuating o prest deel of territory, closely
pursued by the Allies.

Preparctions on an enormous scale, weré mow ceorried out,
the roads being one rass of traffic, bringing ammmiticn and war
material —ell up to the front, end elthough FritZ was constantly
shelling the back arees, no dalasy ves caused.

On August Sth, the Brigsde gzums were takenm up much closer
to HANFL and the front line: everything at the Weggon lines was got
reedy for a nuick rove. The guns were placed in a wheet-field, and,
on gazing eround the following morming, one could notioce rows end rows
of them in these fields—-.all silently waiting for ths moment, to cop—
mence the opening barrages A

On the morning of August 8th, they opened up et 4.20 a.rny
day just breakinge By 8 a.m. the 3rd Division Infantry Had gained all
their objectives, with a very srell oasuality List, then the 4th Div.
wsnt on, oontinuing the edvence. Prisoners were coming back im gresat
numbers now, all looking very down-hesrted and wer—weary. A very
heavy mist settled down end obscured all the surroundings, but the
81 snon ot the best of it, and it was not long before all was clear
egalne About 8 s.rs the Gun Toams end iiaggon Teams were just at ths
rear of the positions, waiting to limber up eud go foryard. Firing
continued ntil 8.20 a.me, when theorder wes given to lirber up. Ve
passed close by what wasonce, the villege of HAME L, but mow a heap
of shettered ruins.

Shortly after passing this viliege, we crossed the front
line of the night before. V/hile going along, Fritz opened up:at very
‘short rarge with HsEs and things looked serious for a few minutes,
but, owing to Inaccuracy of leying, a very tight corner was passed,
with only a few casualities oceuring to the Brigade.

: The English on the left were meeting with a very stubhorn
resistance, at a viilage oelled CGEIPPILLY, and were not ahle to wdvance
so quickly«. This upsst plans a little, as entilading firs from the enery
was causing havoc zmongst some of the Batteries, who had pgone [forward esl
earlier. During the day the Brigade Batteries took up different positions,
but the digeers hed gome on too fast, and not ruch firing wasdone after
the barrage was finished. 3

The following dey positions were taken up near a villagse
called MORCOURT. Passing over ihe newly won cowntry to theso positions
one could notice numherless field gims,' that hzd bsen captured—
Wnizzbangs up to 8inch guns being everywhere. After a couple of quiet
days at MORCOURT the Brigade wes relieved ¢n the 12th August, by an
English Drigedes

The 7th pulled back as far as Hamlet, almost elongside,
whers the guns were when ths push sterted on the 8th, but it was well out
of range of Fritz's gumé mow. It was rumoursd we were to heve & fori-
night¥s spell, but you can guess the disappointment mext mfrming, when we
hed to move agains The Batteries roved via VILLERS BRETTONZUX and
MARCELCAVE to the vicinity of Hangord Vicod, where the 9th Brigede of our
Divvy InTantry, with the Freach, suffered so seversly in March and early
fpril. The guns were torgo into sotion at MEHARICOURT near ROSIERES to
assist the Oanadianse, but af‘té‘ﬁammitim was carted for ihree davs to
ihls possy: an order was received to stand fast. Although not actuslly
n 2ction, wWe were wnfortumate in having severcl casualitiss at ths
Cmss-roads in ROSIERES.

- We then got on the "WALLABY® in the direction of HAMLET, wheis,
we wers held in reserve till the 20th August,.whem our next port of call



