*OUR LAST BURROW

L
Deer Beryl, MONTBREEAIN. 10/12/1

Now that old Fritz has ceesed throwing iron &t us, I have more
oprortimities of continuing my corresnmomdence, hence tnis letter follaowing
the other co quickly.

I finished up at BRAY in my last, ths guns were thenm on the Nerth
8lde. T did not tell ynu about our passsggs through the towmn. Tt sipnly
recked with gas and everybody was sheddingrtears. Fritz h=d .thrown this ges
over the might befere. Everywhere there was wreckege. the Town and Reil-
way btelng under bombardment so many times. The position we took up here
was fairly good, as the men had decent dug-cuts to sleep in. OQur fire here
was mainly harrassing snd the 3rd Divisional Infantry went on end oaptured
the village of SCZANNE. Great dumps of all Sorts of war materisl were left
behind by the enemy in his haste to get away from our men.

M August 24th the guns went forward, taling up a position W.we
nf SUZANNE near UPPEL WOOD. Vory little firinpg wes done from here, neinly
observed ghooting from the 0.P's (Observation Post). The Battery Commanders
reconnecitred a position still further ahesd.

On the morning of August 28th, wnder a heavy Artillery Berrage,
ths Infantry captured CURLU, end the Batteries advanoedl to a position in
rear of VAUX WOOD and agein very little firing wes done, tho reason heing
that the ememy was continually moving back.

On August 29th the gums moved forward N.E. of CURLU. Practioelly
nothing rerained to show that a village had onmcs Stood there, as every-
thing wes battered to the grownd. The Weggon-lines tock up a position at
VAUX, 2 small villege snugly situsted at the toot of e very stees hill
which overlooked ths SOMME VALLSY. Fritz had gone to a lot of trouble
here, bulliing comfortatle huts and Bungalows on the side of the hill. It
would have been quite =n idegl spot for a post, &s everything around was
So beautiful: The Batteries from their positlon menaged some good observed
8henting on hostile Infantry movements.

On August 30th, after another attack had been made in the
morning, the guns moved forward near HOWITZER ¥COD, the positions being
about E"TOU yards in rear of front line. Hsre the ocountry was quite opsene
The Infantry was mesting with muoh stromgs» resistance now at CLERY COPSE,
an isoleted Woods Tt was a thick mest of Mauvhine g postsS. Ome had only
to move over the rise just in front of ths gms, to get a good view of the
Infartry fightings The 0-P parties carried rifles and emmmnition- znd en-—-
Joyed much sport, smipimg at the Germen Machine-gumners. Con‘inuous har—
rassing fire was extensively ocarried out by the Battaries on thsse "Hornet
Nests" and one after another were knooked out by direot hites, thiz made
the work much easie r for our Infentry. OContinuous firing wes earried out
ell day and towerd evening, ths big ridge which the enemy was holding at
the rear of CLERY COPSE, was olearad. During the day Fritz strafed Battery
positions end roeds without oessztion, the 25th Battary heving a partio-
ularly rough tims of 1t, with the loss of men killed snd wouwtdod. The 107th
Battery also was harrassed with shells of heavy calibre-nThe Infantry ed=-
venced aboud 2000 yards during the day.

Arownd this part of the coumtry there was ome thing that oaught
the eys very foroibly, that wes, the absolute abssnca of any Fritz graves
oevering earlier periocds In the war. In 19018 especlally, very heavy fight-~
ing between French and Bosche oceurred in this looality, as oz could see
by the rany French graves bearing dstes of thatiperiod. No Fritz graves
wore visible however, end this led one to think that the much read end
talke? about, "German Corpse Utilizetion Scheme", of rendering the dead
bodies down for oils and fats, was not mythical but roality. Otherwise
theretwould have besn soma sign= to show the killed in sotiom. It would
be madness to think that the Hun escaped Soatheless in these heavy en-
counters, so 1t leaves one imagining what he reslly did with the dead.

Om August 31st our Infantry made mnother determined attack,

carrying the line forward about another 1500 yards. Brtohes of prlsoners
kept dribbling back our way all day long. Meny of them were set to work
In the rear, digging graves to bmry their dead who had fa'len dur ing the
last few days. Observed shooting from the differcnt 0'Ps was still being
garrled out with wonderful euvnesss Commmiostions tetween Datteries and
0+F's were ocausing a great deal of demage enxiety, as the lines wore beling
continually cut by enemy Shell fire. Fritz telerhone wire was in great
demand; evry available piece being "salvsd" and made use of in malntaining
commmlioations. Rifle sniping from the 0.P's was still kept going.
Rather a fumy experience hapoened at the 26th Battery position. Mejor—
Gneral Jellibrand, G-0.C. 3rd Dvision, was arownd one morning inspecting
the positions: The gms were firing at the time ani suddenly the pisce
of ¥os4 Cun left the oarriage landing some distanoe away. No one was
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