THE "BOTS'PRETREAT,
"LOBBES", BELGIUN.
14,3.19.

Dasr 0ld Sadle,

By now 1 expsct you have read my letter to Beryl in the last
"Yenuoo". I promised to write to her again this time but she's gone "stons
fache” pn me because of a certain paragraph in our "Scurrilous Rag". Nh
78ll "Ce ne fait rien”, I'll scratch a few lines %o you lnstead.

In the last letter I got as far as September 24th, when we were
at TINCOURT. On the 28th the Brigade set out after the 'Orridle 'Un
again & we made waggon lines near ST EMILIE. We pulled in here on one of
the blackest of black nights & Fritz thumped the vicinity well and truly
4nt!il daybreak, Then our stunt ovensd and Fritz got the thumping. This
was the rirst major operatlon in which the Americans & Australians had
fought sids by side. The Yanks made the initial hopover but being a bit
inexnerienced they got too far ahead without mopping up. Fritz then cr-
awled out of his burrow & %apgan %o make troubls. About 800 Yanks were
cut off, so the Aussles then"hopped the bags" & after movping un went on
& gained the objectives & succeeded In rescuing the lost 7anks. The cas-
ualties in this operatlion were very heavy, esneclally with the Amerlcans.

Bef'ore the attack we were on the fringe of the great Hindsnburg
Line, Tou have rsad in the papers how the Hun was forced to glve up thils
strong line of defence, 80 I wont bother repeating it here., Talk ahout
barbed wire! The country was literally sown with it. There were Sive sep
arate belts of thiokly laid entanglements, each about 25 yards in width,
with a "lo Man's Land® of 100 yards or So betwesen esach line of wirse. The
shell craters, mighty big ones at thet, were linked together, So numerous
wara they. Dereliot tanks dotted the landscaps, some Sprawled on their
hacks, others with noses pointing skywerd, for nll the world like sore
kind of defunct mammoths. Mine fields had been responsible far thelr down
fall,

Battered 5.9 & 4.2 pguns were to be seen here and there anl as
often a8 not the German gun-crews alongside, the latter as full of holes
a8 the Tormer. The trench systems behind the wire belts bristled with
machins=-gun posts & strong-points; many of which were connected by under-

ound passages, Behind and paramllel with this defence zone ran the ST.
gﬁaurxw SCHELDT CAWAL., The width of the canal was approximately CT5yards,
% the water level 100 feset below the ground surface. The sides of the
Cenal cutting rose at an angle of something like 60 Degrees, and were
thickly covered in scrub. A narrow tow-path ran along the bottom of the
cutting close to the water's edge. The steep banks were honeycomhed with
tunnels, dug-outs & ooncrete machine gun posts. Some of the tunnels led
aut under the barbed wire systems to the trenches. All the tunnels had
been strongly timbered & had off-shoots which terminated in spacious
charhers rmany feet underground, Electrie light had been installed in all
the tunnels.

Rear the town of BELLICOURT the canal disappearcd into & great
tunnel, similar in size to a donble-line railway tunnel, At the entrance
a oconorate wall 4 feet in thickness, reaching from oeilins to river-bed
had hesen constructed, with a heavy lron door opening on to the tow-path.
Another great concreta barrier was bullt several hundred yards away down
the tunnel. Ths wslls of brick and concretse were everywhere plerced &
passages led from the entrances to worlshops, engine roors & Cookhouses.
Some of thes rassazes rscendsd steeply In contlnuous flights of steps &
oans out along ths canal top, The exits werse inconspicuously small &
well conceeled, In the water in the tunnel lay many huge barges & these
had beaen convertsd into living and sleeping quarters, but all werea
scuttlsd by the Hun befors he was driven out. An electric light plant
was also installed, hut at thls time the plece was plunged in darkness,

& one wishing to s22 the tunnel had to do so by torch and cendle-light.

The alr underground was foul, & the barges & dug-outs indescribably

rilthy., How human belings could eat, live & sleep there snd still remin
in a healthy conditlon, has one puessing. An army of soldlers could be
easily accomodated in that tunnel and could be perfectly safe from all
flying ironmongery ever inventzd. The length of the St.QUENTIN Tunrel was
approxirately 3imiles, It was close to this tunnel that our waggon lines
were maie on Ootober 7th, and from there the Batterles went 1lnto action
again,
At 5,30 a.m, on ths 8th, at WIANCOURT another barrapge was
rired; the cavalry and armoured cars broke through, and a couple of
hours later, the enemy waes reportsd to be in full retreat. Tho Hattery
positTons were bombed elmost every night, and also the traffic-leden rosds
UR the 13th the Brigsade moved on via ESTREES, RAMICOURT, MONTBREHAIN,
BRANCOURT, PREMONT, to BECQUIGNY. On the outskirts of the last mentioned
village, waggon 1lines  wers taken up.

135



