The cébuntry passed through after leaving the Hindenburg Line was not very
badly shell-holed & some of ths villages were very little daraged. The
BEC QUIGRY wagonlines were very close to the Tiring line & well within
the range of the German 4.2 guns & these treated the countryside to a
generous sorinkling at odd hours of the dey & night. The batteries went
{nto sotion a few kilomstres further om.

Everywhere were sSigns of the enemy's hasty retreat. All the
bridges had been mined, Some were total wreoks, but others were intact &
the mines still in position though disconmected. The railway lines were
blown up leaving great chasms & tangled masses of twisted rails & splint-
ered sleepers. In sSome of the railway yards were stored large quantities
of coal & thesehad been prepared for destroyal by fire, but t%me & the
advancing troops had been a bit too pressing, So We derived the benefit
of the coal. We also had to thank Fritz for a good supply of fresh
vegetables. Cabbage patohes, acres in extent some of them, were to be
found distributed about the country. These had no doubt been planted by
Prench civilian labor under Hun rule. The horses lived well too, for
meny of the huge berns were stacdked to tho roof with the Hun's winter
fodder supply.

on the morning of the 17th an attaok was made, but a heavy fog
hampered the Infantry & prevented observation & the rsult of the oper-
ation was not wholly satisfactory. The following morning a barragée Was
put down & the Yanks "hopped the bags" & gained their objectives, but
were forned to relinguish their hold. A second attempt was rade assisted
by enother Artillery barra%e, but still the result was not achleved.

AS the guns gradunlly moved forward, So followed up the wogon
1lines, first to LA HAIE MENERESSE & then to &T, SOUPLET. ~ On the 20th the
Americans werse relieved by British Troops. In the last few attacks
thers had been much killing & the dead were strewn everywherek the road-
sides were lined with the carcases af horses snd mules. Rain fell con-
tinuously & the ground soon becameé very boggy. "Dug-out life" was cert-
ainly "no bvon" & there was & rapid evacuation of sick men. On the 21st
at 3,302.m. Fritz began & heavy area shoot & n counter-attack wos expect-
ed, However the Hun satisfled his spite with the bombardment &S no In-
fantry ettack followed.

Next night it was full-moon & at 1 a.m. our Artillery opens’
fire. Proteoted by the barrage the Infantry attacked & this time it was
very successful, FPerhaps the enemy Was oaught napping-theusual hour for
attack being day-light. The Artillery bombardment lassted several hours.
This time the guns of the Brigsde remained statloary & on the eve ofthe
£3rd withdrew to the wagon lines at St.Souplet.

on the morning of the 25th we retraced our steps as far as
Montbrehain. The town of ST. SOUPLET was shelled by a long-range gun as
the last of the column passed through.

The majority of the woivies" had evacuated Montbrehain & al-
though two-thirds of the village was swreck, still there were many houses
which could bs converted into good billets & the troops had the luxury
of stoves, beis & furniture. After a few days of easy living we began
to think that perhaps there wWas & chance of getting that long promised
rest, but no such luck. On the lest day of the month orders came through
for the Erigede to go back to the line.

November 1lst saw us making our way to A& village called LA VALLEE
MULATRE, & from this place the Batteries went into ectlon. The weather
again "turned dog on us", cold winds & driving rain prevailing.

At daybresk on the 4th Nov. the stunt which we were sent back to
the 1ine to take pert in, opened. This attack extended 50 miles aléng
thelins & to an approximate denth of three miles. All went well & the
total bag was 13000 ‘Hunsand 250 Guns. Fritz's heavies pounded the
sroa oocupied by the Drigede, which made 1t necessary for everyone to
keep & low baok. After the Barrage the hostile shelling ceased & the
enemy was sSoon driven out of the range of the Fleld guns. Then 1t did'mt
take long for the "souvenir Kings" to get busy over the territory Just
gvacuated by the Huns.

Evidently the Bosche had the "wind well up®, for gear & sets of
equipment lay everywhers, shewing that he preferred flight to fight.

The Brigade pulled out the following morning & on theSth reurned to MOFT-
EREHAIN via BOHAIN. -

Five days later the Armistice was declared, & the "guerrs fini"
as Per as we wers concerned,

The news of the cessatlon of hostilitles did not create any un-
dus oxcitement throughout the BErigade.

For several days previous to the Armistice, the air was full of
*rurphies”, and it was not until our Officiel announcement wWas made on
oarade thatthe trocns accepted the fact as "dinkum”.
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