EISTORY OF THE SEVENTH F.4.B. A.I.T.

CHAPTER 1,4
SYDNEY - TROOPSHIP.

1tins & history of eny military body, it is well to gather some
.= rsssonm why the mén enlisted and the spirit of the country from
nlistad. This may be dome by picturing & sceme.
Tet us imegine that it is a spring morning 2pd the whole of Australle
______ = by the beach or lolling om the green banks of the near-by river.
zl=zzurs loving Australians have never netionally known sorrow, have
kmown distress. They have spent their lelsure, of which they have hed
z=ntities, in sport and pleasure, and they have earned their money
—perison with wage esrmers of other nstions, snd this spring
. they ere gembling on the sands ln bathing costumes, youth 1s making
cuth; horses are galloping in races along the green sward; cricket
-= being skied; =& football soers above the tree tops; colns are
#zt-—i-; upwerd in the enchanting game of "two-up."” 411 is Joy, &ll is
w=ss-zi=z=: averyone 1s nationally care-free and natlonally secure.
Sscer=<ing them from the 0ld world, the cauldron of perpetual trouble, is an
@ess= =ypsnse of ten thousend miles! What securityi What peagel War oould
mer=- za=r them and theirs at such a dlstance. Now and then kmots of men
ﬁa: =hent the booth-and tosst each other in foeming glAsses, while musio
===t volced women and children float to them on the gentle breeze, and all
%%= whils youth is danoing it's joyful dance over the polden sands; but as the
2*==rmoon wesrs on, & black cloud, 1ittle more than a dark speck at first,
#5=-<= out over the horizon and slowly makes ecross the sky. It is the troub-
2s with Servia, YFollowing that came other clouds, end then a sudden, though
perr fistant rumbling es though ome of the outposta of the world is suffering.
“:hs sky becomes overcast and the men cease thelr sports, golf clubs are
ZsiZ Zcwn, the two-up pennies ceasa to spin, the cricketer sits on hie bat,
<he Zrss=y youth releases the mesiden's hand, the women and children hurriedly
ss=r =zhalter, old men are grouped together, and according to their education
== Ziscositions, are discussingthe chences of war. "Even 1if war comes we are
#=*=" iz ths general note, "Britein will show Tem." Then suddenly out of the
f=-: zlouds swoops the fearful, 1ll-boding Eagle of Prussia, sinister and
#cor=7ul, end es 1t eppears the heavens are rent with 1ightning, thunder roars
%= cesan rises to fury, and & deluge of stormy raln bursts over the pienlo
$&>cozh 211 of which the Pruselen Eagle ssems only to grin as though it lmows
%% i= ths only 1living thing thet can weather such a phenomenel disturbance,----
T=e icnic is sbandoned, postponed indefinitely, and the men go home to think,
g2 the women go to homes that are not to be free of anxiety end oftimes sorrow
#2r Zfour long yeers,---------That was Austrelia before the war, & Picnie Ground.
T== storm burst, and instead of deluging Australila, conguering and subduing and
1t's people, 1t only had the effeot of washing away the dross and
reve=ling the true mettle of the people and the stamine, endurance of pluok of
2t"s =sphood,

Yeny men hesitated before enlisting, "The wer would soon be over, it
2==14 not possibly last lomg" but 1t hed not ended in 1915, and towards the end
2 shet year 1t graduselly dawned on Austrelians thet the 4llies were up =gainst
4% =nd thet every men would be reguired to beat the enemy. It waes while thie-
#-21ing of desperstion wes in the air, that the 7th. F.A.B. came into life.
Zacar=1ly spesking, they were young men, boys elmost, who were not anxious %o
ss=rifics & career in the professions or in business or om the lend for 2 mere
pl=ssure jsunt, but when the feeling of serlousness spread through the
#-—-rweslth and the deily pepers Aropped their lying, optimistic, foolish ways.
<>-3s zap hastened to the Flag and gave themselves gladly end freely.

Their first home was at "The Werren" Sydney. There the Tth,Brigade
=== chosen out of the men then in camp, the origingl composition being four
%=+tariss of four sub-ssotions sech, which composition was later chenged.

4And now, esnother writer will tell you of doings in this Artillery
Zsniszvous, in artlcles entitled "First day in the A.I.P," and "Life et the

Esrren.”
FIRST DuY IN THE 4.1.7,

"fhat are you in civil 11fs?" sharply asks a little grey haired men
with = star and a crown on his shoulder? He is the Artillery Colonel
who 1s endesvouring to select the personsll of a Brigade from smong Sydney
recrults whioh will be second to no unit that hes ever 1aeft Australia.

The recruit reslises that he will require to lose no chances to securs
tneluslion in the Artillery which &8s an arm of the service wes probably the
most populer st that timé, certainly in Sydney.

"Bank Maneger, 9ir" was his reply.

"Can you ridef"
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