WORRIES OF THE WiRRTN.

"The Artillery camp of New South "ales was et this time undar the
=—end of Lt.Colonel Plerce snd locsted at The Marren, ome time & convent in
uburb of Marrickville on & rocky eminence at the foot of which may he
4 Cooks Rlver the course of which may be traced till it empties into
ny Bay. On the shores of this bey Capt. Cook had landed nearly & century

& haelf ago, dlscovering for the British Tmpire a naw country which had

ome a great and prosperous dominion, = lend of sunshine inhahited by u frae
sslf reliant people. 4s Mﬂrmalaﬂe'B eye traversad the penorams end rasted
the spot where this great discoversr set foot in the neame of the King of
E=slend, he wonderad at the enterprise, hardihood end devotion of these
intrepid explorers, at the grit and determinstion of his f-thers who pioneered
tzs land, and resolved in his turn to continue ths 1llnstrious cyele, to
emilete the grand example end leeve a history for his genersztion worthy of
*hose who went before him.

Those grim grey walls of the 0ld convent bullding, within which wera
the guerters of the offlcers and the orderly room, now once more schoed with -
confessions, less reliable no doubt than in former times, for it did not profit
= men to tell the truth whenm he had besen sbsent without leave for nearly & week
without good reason. & sentry paced up and down the versndsh in front of the
tuilding, his duties being to prevent unauthorised persons from gaining
=2dmittance to the august presence of the colonel, snd to salute a1l officsrs,
rresenting srme to fleld officers ("anything above 2 major" es the vernaseuler
of the Sgt. of the guard had 1t) end bestowing a dexterous wink onm &n
ccecsslonal gunner who entered the doorway to gein access to the telephone under
the stelirs. When the Colonel and "etripy™ (H.2. Sgt.lMajor) were well out of
81ght he would even venture to look around the door to watch the distresasd
gunner endeavouring to learn from the girl at Manly or Chetswood whera he was to
msst her for dinner, above the noise made by the field service boots coming at
ths double down the carpetlsss staire overhead,

In front of the bullding wes an 15 pounder gun es used in the boer
#ar, now serving the dual purpose of adding dignity to the artillery camp and
rousing the troops by firing the day in at 6.a.m. reveille. On the firat and
gsvera] morninge succeedling, the latter purpoas wes fulfilled, soms of the
gunners even strolling out in pylemes to ses the gun fired, but as future
sxperience fully illustrated in France, the slumbera of tired healthy warriors
8con become impervicus to even the firing of 2z gun. At first too, the report
frightened the horses picquetted on the slope of the hill below the gun park.
They strained at their head ropes, pullsed out the pege securing the heel ropes
end ceused the tired and sorely tried plequet a consldersble amount of troubls
&nd & great deal of langusge to restore eguanimity and order.

The leading spirit of the horse lines was "Big Stretch,"” length 6'5",
Eis big stentorian volce sounding like the safety valve of & loocomotive struck
fezr into the hearts of the troops, installed into them devotlon to duty when
the Sergeant wes looking, end & disposition to throw boulders at him when he
wasn't, "Stretoh™ knew more sbout military procedure than 4id Marmalade or
the bulk of the new soldlers, his qualificetions for the three stripes being
the terror-etriking propenslty of his volee, # number of year? handling kencskms,
his longitude and his knowledge of horses. He could sit an unruly horses by the
simple procedure of putting hls feet to the ground alternstely to preserve his
belance aa the horse swerved one way or the other. Fo stirrup leathers were
mde long enough for "Stretch.” It somstimes beoame necessary for him, acting
in the capaclty of an N.C.0. to put e plequet of working party through some
elementary footdrill. This was by no means his long suit, but "Stretch” was
reedy though rough. On one occaslon the orderly officer directed him to move
his party a 1little to the right. What did it metter to "Stretech" ebout the
correot military order so lomg a&s his party was moved! Throwing his chin
forward and with hie whip repping.his leggings in steccato he bellowed
"Party 'shun. Three etrides to the right!  Go! "Streteh" &s my be
expected, never became & Bsrgesnt on the guns, but went to France sbout the
8ame time as the rest of the Brigade and beoame a Jackeroo over munitions, and
was freguently seen‘riding a lenky horse bearing & singular resemblance to
himself, & cheatnut, long snd gaunt of 18 hands or so and with & stride 1ike a
camel.
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The recruits &t this time kmew 1ittls of matters military. tlost of
the cltizen forcee were elready fighting on Gallipoli or occupying soms staff
position in Australis. R.C.08 therefore ware selected for sccomplishmenta
other than military knowledpe; some for personzlity, some for sheer hidas,

The former qualification secured quality =nd the latier quantity. 4 pleusible
pereonality in & credulous commnity profits by impressing those eround him
with his own importance. This ie how "Loocky"™ another H.C.0. ross shove the
1i1ttle band of comrades with whom he enlisted and became their Sergeant lajor.



