Our visit to Cape Town, in most csses, was not so happy, -8till we
meneged o couple of visits aghore during the week that we were there, znd saw
many historic placas. T+ wus while we were nearing Cape Town that we first
heerd the neys of the death of Lord Eiltchener. It stunned us, of course we all
considered it at Tirst & rumor, but the wireless soon confirmsd the news.

In Table Bey we were joided by three other Austrelien Transports,
the "Beltana," "Benzlla," and "Marathon™ and we lefi Teble Bey together,

H.M.S. "E2nt" escorting us, and we had again to settle down to enother phese
of the voyage. As we went north of the African cosst the hzet graduslly grew
worse, and most fellows slept on deck, anywhere would do for & "possy." The
nights began to get long on account of the "no lights on deck" order and most
went below to play cards or yarn. After Durbsn end The Cepe, amateur
photogravhers =1lmist took cherge of the ship. In every derk cormer would bes
some enthusiest straining his eyes over & developing dlsh, It was during
thass hot days end nights in the troples thzt onme of the holds developed &
degcided stench. Fo one could discover the ceuse, though ths "stink" wes
pretty well located. The only trouble was thet 1t could not be confined to
its one plece, 1t permsated the hold wmd =t times beeame unbearahle. Eruiite
Orderly Corporals and Orderly Sergeants (walking encyclopaedia) profoundly
gtzted their opinions, hut still the smell remainad. The Ceptzin declered it
wes only bllgeweter. The Doctor hed disinfectants poured down in buckets full
Some days it wzs not so bad, end then suddenly 1t was as if g1l the smells from
all the slaughter houses =nd boiling down works in the world were concentrated
between decks. Upon resching Znglend the great mystery was solvad. The k
stele bilge wes found to he a stale 11ttle puppy, some forgotten mascot no
doubt.

The submzrine slarms now occupled some of our tima, Large guards
wers posted, und at last 1t wes decided thet every man should weer & 1life belt.
It wes at this stage of our 1ife as a Brigade that "The Yondoo™ first saw lighte
From the first it was popular, and the first editilons were much too few in
number, men ectually scrambled for & cOPy, only to read perhaps some little
part "blowing them up." g :

We called at the French Navel Base, Dakar, where the niggers amused
us diving for coins, but as we were not allowed ashore, our interest in the
vlace wes not particularly leen. At Dakar’' the "Eent" left us end went back
to Cape Tovn, and H,MS. "Swiftsure” mccompsnled us for the rest of the voyage.

On Sunday morning, 1lth.July, we sew first the green shores of
Cornwell, then of Devon, and later emtered Plymouth Harbour, We hed besn
sixty three daye on board, with only =& couple of days on shore to stretch our
laga,. It says & lot for the equable temperament of the Austrelisn for hls
Innete sense of humor end his power of adapting himsslf to any clrcumstonces,
thaet during the whole of that time, foul weather or fine, cold or hot, bed
food or good, two thousand troops crowded eboard, there wea never & fight,
pever a di=turbance, nay, hardly so much &s & petiy quarrels
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Fritz’'s Vandalism on the Fruit Trees and Gardens. Vaulx, Somme, France.
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