CHAPTER 24
ENGLAFD - FRANCE - ARMENTIERES.

0f our 1ife &% Lark H11l Salisbury Plains, much might be written.
anioubtedly, were knocksd into shape as a Brigede on that cheerless place.
-t<oined our horses while there, horses which som= of the fellows were
-ined to look after, and alternstely curse end love durinmg the whole
ess of the war. The gunners received special instruction in pun leying
or open warfare; the drivers were taught the dexierous use of brush cnd
comb, end the exzct tone in which to pitch the accompanying end usual
ing whistle; the battery staff learnt the many parts of their job, +nd
bettery learnt tc work in unison like the combinztion of n go'od footbz1l
, and in a similar momner the Brigade learnt to work together,
During the time we were in England, Lt,Colonel Pearce wos replaced
Lt.Colonel Spencer, and later he was replaced by ILt. Colonel Macartnay.
letter officer took the Brigande to Frence and remained in charge of it
rough & long period of it's operations. Put in pessing, 1% 1s pecessery to
2rpolate a word sbout Lt.Zolonel Pearce. This officer was in charge of
he Werren" comp when the Brigade was formed, cnd exercised such caution in
the selection of the personnel of the Brigade. He encouragéd us'to take zn
interest in our tasks, and used the motto which the "Yandoo™ so worthily and
constently maintained, "Esprit de Corps."” One cannot forget bim in such a
record =8 this, beceuse he really picled the persommel of the Brigade.
.1though Colonel Pearce left the Brigade ln Englend, through the disebility of
he has always preserved & tremendously keen interest in it's welfare. and
voys, and now that the Erigade hes been disbended he 1s shewing & marked
interest in the reunions.
At Tark Hi1l we hed our first scquaintence with mud and snow &nd lce,
zn acquelintance thet wes destined to grow into close Intimsecy in Frence. -
lieny memorable incidents occurred during our-training. The mosat
memoratle being the periods of leave znd our first Journeys to London and the
rrovinces.
fe & wertime messure the daylight saving ect was in vogue and this
sombined with the Enplish Twilight, mede the dey exceedingly long, football was
Sirs} fovourite snd meny & mateh wes played on thé ‘hill edjacent to camp 17.
The Bripede'’s Cymkhena took place in Ocfober znd every event weas
zeenly contested.
it the end of 1916 we left England for the Front, Entraining ot
“mesbury, went to Southempton, and there embarked for Le Heurs. At Le Haure
= ggzin entrained gnd Journeyed through days and nights to Bailleul.
izhting at Ballleul wa hitched horses to the limbers, formed up into columm
=na marched to Strazeele vhers the verious batteries occupled "Billets” in
terne with pigs end fowls for compeny, and the guns were parked in fields thet
warz rapldly frensformed into Bogs. Hers it was Thal the batterles were
raformed and mode into six guns batteries, viz:- 25th, 26th, 27th end 107th.s
tettery. The original 27th, wss cut up ¢nd the even =llotted to the other
tetteries, and o new 27th. battery was formed out of the dishonded 23rd.
Brigede. While &t S+tra-eele ve were introduced to "Vin Blane, Vin Rouge,
Zock end chempagne, "osufs,” chips and other commodities dear to the digger's
pelate, Snow was lying everyvhsre; mud was deep, horses were econtinually
bogeing. Horse picquet dutles in those deys were far different to the
"lerisez feire" methods observed at Lark Hill. The fellows were busy the”
whole night long digging out the horses which were bogging up to their plenks.
“heins became like so much frozen mettle, nosebsgs like so much mud.
The village saw us every night. We wre, €8 slways, prodigal of
cur cesh wnd were accordingly populer with the villuge people. e leernt to
imow "l'amselle,™ end "onsieur,” Gercon snd ladsue, &nd we picked up our bits
o Prench which Aever got much farther than "tout de suite,” "sil vous plait”
"On frenc,” "besucoup chips,” "no ton," "Napoo” etc., but we knew also that we
were nearing the Front. Armentieres wrs only e few kilometres away, and each
night could see the flzres going up illuminatingthesky, and on calm days, see
‘he observetion beloons poised shove the line steamdily watehing movements,
Then often would hear fierce bursts of cannonading, telling us that the dags
of araining were nearly over, thet our time wes neerly up. We had neared the
srena; our coats would soon be off, end we would hop into the rin%, bearing
vefore us the remetbrence of Gallipoli snd whet our boys had donme there, rnd
zcquit ourselves to the best of our abilities, They were eager days, days in
which 211 were streining &t the i.shest like so many dogs restralmed from
pursuing thelr gusrry, but we did not have to strein long.
In thgse deys, the early days of the lew Year, {1917) Armenticres &nd
the sector immedietely before it was what the boys termed s "Home." It was,
in point of faet, & speciss of treining ground where the students of warfare
were firdt afforded the opportunity of putting their theceraticel ¥mowledge,
Peinfrlly acquired during meny monotonous months, into practlces
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