he third division of whioh we formed & part, fresh to this game of real war,
was put into the sector &s ap oersman is put into a safe and roomy tub to work
up his condition. And as in all preperation for supreme effort, training took
the form of the performance of tasks of progressive diffleulty - with this
difference; that the contest, frought with danger, was for pride of place emong
the finest shock troops of the world, with the vio%or'u wreath, too often &
wreath, indeed.

Before the war, Armentieres wes one of the large manufacturing towns
of the north, with & population of 2§,000, £t this time it presentad one of
the greatest anomalies of the Campelgn . Deapite the fact that the
communicstion trenches setusliy begen rn 1ts two suburbe - Houplines and
Chappelle d'armentleres, it was possessed of & civilian population which carried
on 1t's privete affeirs, bought and sold, had its births, deaths and merriages
gsomewhat as in normal times. The majority of the people however, lived,
directly or indirectly, upon the soldiery, they wexed fattest when the
Australlans occupled the town - "Australlsn tres bon," and "iustralien,”
"Bezucoup monnaie,™ belng synonymous terms with the French of = certain olass.

Onthe 9th. Jenuary (1917,) Battery Commanders proceeded to Armentisres
to see the positions they wers to occupy. The town wes approached after pass-
ing through the two small outlying guburhs of Mievpe =nd Pont de Nieppe, by &
stone bridge over the River Lys, and 2 long raised causeways. Zven from tha ~
causeway the place presented none of the indescribable desolatlon soon to be
familiar; factory chimmeys were, in some oases, smoking, ordinary civillan
traffic mingled with the soldlery upon the romdwey, and dozens of
"Mtadamoisellss™ hurried to resume thelr work st the nearby mills or in
Divislonel Beths, The only outstanding remlnder of the wer wes the spire of
the Church of Notre Dame; the upper mstel portion ley prone upon the mesonry
bensath one of the extraordinery balemeling fenta often performsd by the targats
of high explosive, Pasaing along the mein Houplinss Road 1linsd with shops
displaying goods of all descriﬁtiona, one came to the famous "Half-past Fleven”
gquare., Here stood the Town Hall; the hands of the clock, stopped by the
goncussion of a shell, pointed to ths hour, eleven-thirty. Turning to the
right down the Rue Sadi Carnot, one oame to the "Grande Place" fecing the great
Church. Here the seal of the Boohe was plain for all to see. TUsed probably
s8 8 Zero Point,(a registration point for artillery) the beautiful structure
hed been struck by innumarable shells, the flying steel had gashed and broken
its high red walls, marred the perfect symmetry of the great gothic arches that
ned once held its window glass, hammersd the decorative front into & mere mess
of rubble and shattered masonry, torn greet holes in the roof through which
rafters protruded like ribs through the rotting skin of s corpse. There 18,
sbout the great Churches of Francs, 2 peculiar aloofness that forces itaelf
upon ones, Whatsoever & men's beliefs moy be, he samnnot watch unmoved, the slow
reductien to dust of these mighty end beesutiful monuments of & great and
powerful religion. Passing behind the Churech, one entered the Pue Denls Papin;
here was situated the house occupied by Srigade Hesdquarters, a fine chsteau
stending in its own spaclous grounds in what was formerly the fashlonable
residential quarter of Armentieres. The house wes large, snd presented to the
fortunete ooccupants, meny things, considering that we were now sotually in the
1ine bordering on luxuries.

The Brigade was to relieve the 175th. English Brigade (Army) R.F.A.
on the 17th, and the intervening days were gpent by the men back at Strazeele,
while the officers occesionslly vislted Armentieres. There were & number of
rastaurants in Armentierss st11l doing husiness at this tims, the more excluslve
of aourse, open to "Offiders only." Here they foregathered each night, smoked
end gamed, broke a bottls or two, and meda the hours pese in good camaradsrie,

The men sojournsd esoch night to the many eataminets, = speciss of
establishment spperently peculiar to France. The essentisls are;- The
permission of the AJP.M., & sufficiently sized room, & minimum of breakeble
farniture and & bar, snd the importent materlzls, Bock, 7in Rouge, 7in Blanc and
Madsmoisslle to serve it.

It is just helf past seven in the evening, let us seleot &n estaminet,
test the wares mnd view the place, Hers is one that will do. A pretentious
egteblishment with = gless front and the slgn, let us say, "Chapeau 4'0r." At
first, ons 1s deafened by a babel of voloes, and pertielly blinded by tobaceo
heze. On the left 18 m long counter topped with artificisl marble, et the rear
rises & pyramid of shelves loaded with bottles of sll shepes; behind the bar is
e ledy of about 45, very buxom, her ruddy face molst from a performance of &
multitude of taske at one and the sams time, Shs is washing glasses, handing
out bottles of beer, wine end champagne, &nd abusing one, Alphonse, & amall
youth who has let fall a loaded tray and smeshed her preclous glasswara.
Hurrying from table to table are two girls of sbout twenty-two, sisters
svidently, and danghters of the proprietress.
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