These fornging axpeditions sllowed us to Torgat the bittsrness of

e 1d slezty rain and snow, :nd gave o ez to the operctions. Almost
the story wes told of the figure dsrting from one room to snother in
1y dsxk house, the inevitable uud ubiguitous spy. The cold at this
s intense. Fnglish prpevs sverrsd it was the collest winter vrithin
2 rzcolleetion, we belisvad them. Aftar these long night »ilerimoges to
s in rein, frost or swow, fingars wnd toss becums almost insansible,
svery movemant hurt. The gobblz stonzs m:de riding =nd driving
us,unsteady, . nd frost mede stones slippery =nd full of veril, but there
t spirit of "devil may esrs" exhibited through it ell, It wree 211 in
s job,of course, me growled, (vhet soldier maver growledl) but the
seemed to pet done Just the s:cme.

le had only been in the line o few days, the 23rd. of Jonuery when
“s 27th. Scitery wes spotted, reristersd by csroplene, ond shelled with
24 5.9 9.7, sbout 120 rounds beins poured into the betrery. One
r=G.".Comeron wes killed, ~nd two others woulded, Gunner J. Mitchell and
« Groham. One pit wes pertially festroyed cnd its occupying gun slizitlp
ade These were the Ti1at casuclties sustzined by personnell and -mterizl
11y at the gun positions, though the first man wounded was Gummer
owler, 26th. Battery, hit in the leg while welking up to the line.

T

:_l =diztely prior to teking over the ssctor, the infuntry had carried out one

, which hed been successful from an intelligence point of view, though the
sctive, the =nemy front hed bsen reached end found fo be unoccupieds.

It s now decided that raids should be carried out on cn average of
ner week. In order to permit of this,additional guns were brought to
on the sector znd a redistribution of groups made. The 7th. Brigade mow
seme the centre group, the 8th. on the left or north, the 175th. R.F.A. on
ne rieht or south, the whole being under the commend of Brigedier General
rirmade C.M.G.C.R.A. 3rd. Divisional Artillery. :

The bricede supported the 10th. Austrelian Infantry Brigede in &
successful reid on the 28th. Jenuary, =nd en unsuccessful one mads by the
11th. Australien Infontry Brigade on lst. Pebruary. A pertially successful
r=id vms meds on 19th. Februcry by the 1lth. iustralisn Infantry Brigede, but
thes trenches were unoceupied snd full of water. On the 24th. February, the
oth, Austrellaen Infentry Brigade bombed aznd desiroyed nine enemy dugouts in a
successful rald and captured some prisonsra, while three days later, &
composite battalion in another sucuessful raid, captured searchlights, machine
fins, stores ete., as well as seventeen vrisoners, On 13th. March, the
il1th. Brigade undertook another raid which was unfortunately not very
successful.

It wes by means of these raids that the Infeniry graduelly built up
the supreme confidence in their owm powers that is one of the eszentlals in
the lsunching of operations on a large scale,

Briefly, their objects were these:- By constant repitition to
prectise our troops in mesthods of asseult and build up and crystallise their
morsle, to obtein meterisl for the Intelligence section, documents, prisoners
stc., to harass the enemy and wemken his morele, to Inflict casualties upon
him s=nd destroy his material. Raids meant an enormous emount of work for the
Artillery in suprort, shooting had of course to be of extreme accur=ey, errora
in synchronisation of 1ifts in the barroge reduced to the mere fraction of &
second, end as the operation usuallytook place in a limited section of trench,
meny fresh reglstrations had to be made. ~Consequently, .thsy were of
inestimable value from the view point of the work to be performed in the later
creat offenslvea.

After the raid on 13th.March, the situation remasined quiet, the only
incident of note Being the destruction by firs of the Brigede Headquarters in
the Rue Danis Papin. This fire was occasioned by & too largs fire in one of
the rooms, and broke out after most had retired, but fires and flools were
now regarded as rather daily occurrences, znd we were not deeply stirred at
Eeadquarters being bumt out.
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