It was sprines time =nd the weather was clear and fine, meking the
wood bordered streams sparkle and dance, the whole pleture of beauty and
freshness beinrs Iin vivid contrast to the war scarred arsas we had Just left.
The woods were alive with game, the inhebitants were unsophisticeted, and the
liguors were very veried snd very chegp. Short leave to Boulogne was also
granted, so that with sports and rest and training,twelve delightful days flew
rast 211 too nuickly.

On the return journey, back to business agnin, we left Bourmonville
on the lst. Hay and took up wagon lines meer Steenwerck on the 3rd. of that
month, The following dey the batteries went into action in the wicinity of
Houplines, Bois Grenier and Pleur Baix under the technical command of the
57th. Division (Imperial.) Durinc the occupation of this sector, sctivity was

slight, no casuaslties were incurred and no work of any note wes performed.

The move of the brigade from this sector back to the Ploegsteert sres
may be seild to mark the commencemsnt of the artillery preparation for the
Messines offensive as far as this brigasde was concernsd, During the latter
hzlf of the month of April and the earlier wesks of ley, ths change in the
eppearance of the ground was astoundins in its repldity and extent. April saw
& n=t work of railwaye of &ll gauges laid down with remarksble speed and
efficisncy.

It would be imposeible {though interesting) to describe in detail the
railways here constructed, but we will be content in seying that the vast
network of linea, their maintenance and repair gave employment to quite a2 small
army of men whose 1life in the forward area was enything but free from danger.

Meanwhile the offensive positions for use in the coming operation were

being constructed by large working parties provided by the infantry under the
direct supervision of officers detailed from the batteries. They were
gommenced ,on 23rd. Harch and completed sbout the middle of lay. In 811 twenty
seven, six pit battery positions were made. The pits were sunk to & depth of
soms two feet, with no head cover, end screened from observation by one long
line of "camouflage," which however, shewed up on mercplens photographs almost
with the distinctness of & road. Beslde each gun wes a splinter-oroof recess
for emmunition,and edjacent, a splinter-proof deep-sunk shelter far the gun
crews. The artillery consisted of:-

7th. t.F.A.B. Lt.Col. H.D.E.Mmoartney.
Bth. o Lt.Col. ".G.Alsop D.3.0.
3rd. % Lt.Col. ".H.L.Burgess D.S.0.
6th. (Army) Bde. A.F.A. Lt.Col, H.L.Cohen D.%.0.
12th, " » " Lt.Col. R.R,Rebett C.M.G.
38th, 4} o " Lt,00l, E.T.P.Hood,

175th. ™ . » Lt.Col. Purnivel

These seven brigades were arrenged with five groups, four offensive and
one defensive, -

Three ocorps were engeged in the lMessines offensive, viz;- The I! & X
English and the 11 Anzsc.

In sddifion there wers other apents of destruction, until zero day
potential only,the mines bensath ths enemy lines, Month on weary month of
dangerous and arduous work in dark end foetid galleries had been spent in the
oonstruction of thase sixtesn mighty engines of wer.

Such was the gilgantle mchine that rae to wrest from the foe the
powerful end dominsting positions that he h=d so strongly defended and so ebly
‘held for two years. In ell1 the oamps in the rear arms, from Meuve Tglise to
the Lys, the Infentry were treining, schools being established in the nawest
mathods of atteck, bayonet schools, bombing echools, schools for Lewis gunnere
and machine gunners, ond inmstruotion in every one of the multitudinous branches
of the "trade.”

Batween Meuve Englise snd the resd from Bailleul to Armentieres and
weat of the roed from Neuve Bglise to De Seule cormer, for a distance of two
miles, was & s01id mass of men, animsls and vehicles, the tramsport lines of all
the artillery brigades in the ares.' Daily the znt-like sctivity throughout
the whole area increased in intensity, daily the grest dumps at rallheads
swelled In size, more and more guns of all callbres came into positions, the
asrodromesa wers congested with muchines and eFery few daye & new balloon seemed
to come intothe air, The enamy began to be very aotive in the air. Dur
March and April, he was extraordinarily so, end sent his fighting end reconnoit-
ring machinea over almoat avery hour of the day. In Merch he met with 1ittle
opposition, in April it was barder for him, end in Mey, contlnuous battles took
plece for sir-mastery. Towards the Yatter end of Mey hé confined himself to
very narrow limits, One of the chief mlssions of ¥ritz's airmen was the
destruction of our observation balloons, and deily, eslmost hourly, wonderful
and brave sfforts were mde to destroy them,
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