The Dickebusch wagon lines were in open and well worn paddocks
situsted pear the maln Dickehmsch-Ypres Road, and merked by dugouts and
humpise apd tents that soldiers improvise out of nothing for thelr comfori.

The mein rosds were jammed with merching batteries and hurrying
trensports, and it was difficult to see a2 piece of land thet did not bear
some of wars symbols, either men or guns or horses, =nd often all three.

The first night at the new waogon lines, brought us suddenly back %o
the feet thet we were &l the war, The enemy put over & number of rounds of
H.E. =nd elso ges, with the evident intention of harassing movements on the
roed, which movements became, if anything, more active efter nightfall.

But the morning of the 1lth. Sepﬁember wes to herald in a dey of
mourning for the 26th. Battery, nay, for the whole of the Brigade, for verily,
the Brigade was one in comredeship and sscrifice.

Eerly morning "stebles" were over, the horses had been .wotered,
groomsd and fed, and the men after a few dips of fingers in shell-hole water,
gethered into subsections and awaited the return of the detailed mess-orderlies
with the breakfest. 411 the batteries were settling down to their moming
meal, bent on enjoying it to its full, bacause of the proximity of the Ypres
sector with its perils and its work. The 26th. Battery were in .the midst of
their breakfast, right sub-section grouped in fromt of the fuartermasters
improvised store. Suddenly the well known end ever dresded whistle was
heard, the shrill whistle of the desdly shell sc reeching its way through the
cool autumn eir, where would it drop? Ears were s&lert, but eyes were intenmt,
on the 26th, Bettery, as instinet and experlenge said, that was the Tlobbing"
place of the biz projected, =nd too true, ‘las. It lobbed there, and in &
second, forty two men were casuslties, eleven being killed outright. Still
there was no penie. The gasualtiss were taken to & line & hundred yards
distant, end there attended to before belng teken away to olearing stations.

I mist add & word in praiss of one of the ozsualtles. All were
wonderful fellows, plucky, emiling and enduring; but one deserves gpeciel
notice here since he was one of the originators of the Yandoo - Bombardier
Eric Herding, M.M. 4 men of sterling qualities, happy matured, feerless of
heert and strong of body, nome wers more respected than he, it wes not strange
then to see him, this bright sutumn morning, lying on his bloody stretcher,
his leg shattered in several places, leughing, yea, laughing with hls mates,
and cheering 211 up by his seeming nonchalence and good cheer, The Doctor
remerked that 1t wrs one of the most remarksble cases of fortitude that had
come under his notice, but it only proved what the man was made of, and proved
2130 thet the sustralien centake & knock with the best, as he czn give one.
Eric lost his leg and was sent back to Australia, but his genuine interest 1in
the Yendoo and the Boys was alweys mainteined, Thet untoward end unlucky
heppeninc was 8 bad augury for our entrance into the Ypres sector, but the
2.1.P. generally fared disastrously in that perilous eector, though at the
seme time, they acqultted themselves nobly and sdded very greet lustre to the
young netion from the southern ocean.

On the evening of the 11th. September, the guns were teken into
sotion at & position a few hundred yards from the Memin Poad, =nd not far from
"Hell Fire Commer" in fromt of Zillebeke Lake. To reach the position, the
ma in road through Ypres had to be followed, and the exit from the City was by
way of Menin Gate. Although a tovm of a pre-war populetlon of about 17,000,
there were only a few buildings left standing, and even at this stage of the
war, the historic old ruins were being dalily refluced by enemy shells.

The first few days in the new positions, the batterles were busily
snpeped in getting In big stocks of smounition, and on the 13th. September,

a heavy bombardment of gas shells was turned uponthe batterles.

Barrages were put over by the batteries on 15th, 18th. and 19th.
September in preperetion of the blg advance on the 20th. *

The Menin Rond wns now = death trap, Numbers of Pritz's guns
appeared to be trained upon the road, end the thoroughfare was at all times
strewn with dead horses and mules end dazmaged wepone and embulances.

The objeotlves were all reached, & large catoh of prisoners

resulted. .
On the night of 2lst. September, the guns were moved forward along

the Menin Roesd near the famous Cheteeu Wood, and during thie period the
drivers were also working laboriously, By day, ammunition was drawn, and at
night, by means of peck horses, the sammunition wae conveyed to the guns.
Besidza, the wagon lines were et 8ll times subjsct to shelling by day and
bombing by night, and to meet the difficulties of the situnation, "shacks" had
been "dug in" to & depth of & few feet which meant ssfety from all but
"direct hits,"



