Un the 22nd. September, the gunms were agcin sdvanced to Bellewsarde
e, =nd so thick was the mud thet dragropes and men were mostly employed,
==rses being impracticable, These deys were full of hard work for the
=ry, 00 man was speared, The gunners were having a very difficult time,
» 6nd endless toil, end one by one their old mates were being taken
The drivers hed 1ittle better, the nightly trips to the gun posit-
cn the "packs" weare nightmares! lyriads of muddy shell holes under foot,
%ting mechines overhead, snd on 11 sides the screeching of 4,2's end 5.9's,
—= total number of rounds fired by the b: tteries of the 7th, znd 8th. Bripedes
Tor the period from 12th. ti11 27th. September wes 153,456 rounds,

4t 80'Clock on the morning of the 4th. October, 1917, the 3rd. stope
=f the Battle of Ypres commenced, the guns being situcted on Trezemher:s Ridpe,
==2 £% 10.55.p.m. the batteries wers instructed to cesge firing,

On the 6th, the hatteries erain moved forward to Zorry Farm neer
Zomnnsbeke, The positions were reconnoitred by lizjor T. Jemes (25th.) cna
=dor Playfair (26th.)  Owing to the shell-torn sbote of the country, grect
2iffieulty was exparienced in moving the puns, end rein also cggrevated tha
2ifficulties, Here pill boxss afforded cover Tor & faur, though the major
zortion of the personnel hed to find shelter in shsll holes =na trenches,

Sroup heedquarters also moved Torward &nd occurnied = pill hox in order to
*stzblish better communicutions with the batteries,

On the 7th. the weuther w-s very bad and the enemy succeeded in
czusing many cesualties wlong the Ypres-Zonnsbake Road, ca well as
iisorganising the traffic, but the engineers were successful in their efforts
“o make the road passcble the seme day. Owing to the number of cesuslties to
our guns, the brigede was forced to obtain the loan of nine 18-poundars and
four 4.5" Hows. from the 66th, Division, end they were brought into cction an
the 7th. The enemy on Passcheondaele Nidre was 211 this time octive, cnd
severel guns were put out of actlon, but he again dirscted much attention o
“he Main Road, reslising, doubtless, that if he mode thot impassable, supplies
would be cut off from the batteries, zs no alte:mztive road was possibla of
oreparation.

Onthe 8th. &t 7,30,2.m. ths &th. stage of the Batile of Ypres opened,
end shortly efter 8 0'Clock, Lt. Tutledee (107th.) who wes going over with the
infentry was killed, ocnd et 9.45 it wes stoted thet ell objectives had been
geined,

On the 10th. October, hostile ertillery fire wans above normal, with
the result that the rother long list of bettery cosuslties was increased.

Suns were also reported cmong the casualties. Cn account of the severe
cruelling undergone by the group in this sector,i8 trench mortar bersonnel were
rosted to the group for duty as gunners, but &s these men were only partielly
trained, the work snd responsibllity of the gunners wos only relieved to a
emell extent. .

At 5.25. on the morning of the 12th,the 5tn, stape of the preat bottle
wes begun, but this stape proved unsuccessful, ons of the great difficulties
being the amount of mud end wa ter, The etteclking parties often being woist
aigh in water,

During this period, the botteries were subjected to o great shelling,
resulting in a large pumber of casualties. The numbers of gun layers and
Lelephonists were, by this time, depleted to such an extent,that in case of
several batteries, only two or thrae were left, Tt was impossible to £111
these responsible positions by pertielly trained men, tnd zs = consequence, it
weS necessary for the highly treined speciclists to do creatly incressed work,
In some batteries, drivers ware doing work =8 sipnallers end cs gunners, end in
meny instences, officers were acting as gun layers in the endecvour to keep =11
guns in eetion. Throughout the whole operition, Arivers wers slmost
continuously =t work in the most difficult and dungerous tesk of nzcking
ammunition to the guns. In no cese however, w.s it necesszry to report thot
the rroup could not mailntain the quantlity of cmmunition which 1t was ordered
should be up et the guns,

Drivers and gunners were alike c.reless of Adanger, being concerned
only in maintaining as Meny puns 23 nossible of the batieries in action,

On the 20th. the enemy subjected the battery positions to a
tremsndous bombardment, with 6%, 5.8", £.27 pnd 77in. in H.Z. Shells rained
2t the rate of at lanst 60 per minute for approximotely anm hour. A lerpe
guentity of ammunition was deatroyed, but the czsuclties were light, due
lergely, to the inrenuity of the men in finding cover in the pill boxes
ceptured fromthe enemy in the previous attocek.

AS 2 rzsult of this shooting cnd the bed weather,the ground in the
vicinity of the bstteries was reudered & quagnire, while the roeds in the rezr
of tha positions were zlmost totally destroyed, The shell holes hed repldly
filled with water, gnd the zuns epnezred &5 thourh they rssted on 11ttle isianls
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