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Tt was a8 wet windy maorming, siuasn snd mud undzrfoot, thet the %rip.de
forth from the i1l1-fasted Ypras ssctor upon the march beek to wegon lines
vicinity of the junctiom of the Weuve Eglise snd Bzilleul Roads. It
ramenbered that these positions were previously occupied In July and
the "Diggers" immediztely set about renswing acgquaintances with
folk who ware very glad to see the boys again, for it must be
, thet though the Brigade hud more than 1ts share of "hard cases" und
rs", they, at 21l times, earned and retcined an envisble reputetion in
sr of exemplary canduct,

The brigade was lnstructed to hold 1tself in reserve, snd of course,
== thought that it would mean gulte & long spell if only as compensztion for
psriod of rest of which we were recently "robbed." The usual routine of
rzdes, prooming, harness . cleaning, and exercising horses, marksd these few
of "spell,” but in contrast to the disastrous and laborlous weeks at
=sschendsele and Ypres it was nearly skin to Parsdise.

Looking back now, it is hzrd to reslise how human belngs could live
through the strenuous hideousness of those weeks in the Passchendasle area,
3 when one considers that the brigede Aid Lts duty them, that 1s, did as it
told and acquitted itself honorzbly, 1t, from this plnnacle of time,
psers to heve been a miraculous performance. But I suppose 1t is a
cnifestztion of the Australian temperament which doea 1its best, heedless of
zircumstencea, Fot meny men would foce that area agein, under like conditlons
without & few gray hairs revealing themselves. The waerfere thers wes not
humen, if warfare cen sver be humsn. A man felt he was & plece of machinery;
= 1ittle infiniteslmsl dot in the Big Scheme of Thinge, snd thet he could
digeppesr into a shell nole, or be blown into nothingness and none might care,
szve thetl znother reinforcement would be required. The ilmmensity of it ell
was overpowering, the horror of 1t was devilish, the misery of the mud and
fi1th was sichening, the peril of the shells snd gee end bombs was constant.
How do humsn heings survive? It is herd to tell, It is certeinly not
consclous faith in religionm, it is not wholly belisf in themselves, thelr
n=rvzs and thelr strength, rothgr do I think the secret of the endurance and
the cheerfulnsss and the pluck is to be found in £ wave of "Fatalism" which
permested many of the lads, Anything might happen, nothing might happen, it
was a tose of the Coln of Fate, up went the coin, and no man blinked while it
was falling. "Heads" and he went unhurt - "Talls™ and if he was lucky , he
wes given 8 blunket and one of his cobbers laid him to rest, to sleep through
211 the ages of time where, we hope, sorrow and warfare and hatred are unknown,
and only the Bemutliful and Gensrous survive and have their belng.

Back In the wagon 1lines at Neuve Bgllse, the boys frequented the
"Estaminets™ (what was now left of them) 2nd In music and song endeavoursd to
forget the bleck and immediate past, and it is strange how these men veer from
tragedy. All, no doubt, thought wvery often of the fims fellows gone "Wasi”
but & few days befors, but 211 avoided the subject In conversetlon and things
Jogged =2long in the old accustomed way. Ocecasionsz]l periods of leave were
granted, and were ususlly spent in Bailleul, in which town, however, the
anemy was perlodically putting shells of large calibre and meking ugly gaps in
the continulty of the business hlocks.

On the morning of 9th. November, after Revellle al 4.8.Mm., the brigade
took over the seotor stretehing from the Douve to the Lys in the Warneton eresz,
2nd in front of H111 63,

When batteries first moved into this zrea they had not yet recoverad
from the straln of the Pzsschendaele cempalgn, and the gensral poliey during
the first faw weeks was to give vigorous retallation for enemy actlon, but not
to engage In any offensive actlon oursslves, as & result of which the personnel
might be prevented.from regaining thelr full strength. At no period, howaver,
was there any loss of opportunities efforded by the ensmy, and officers at
0.P's were instructed to fire op the enemy wherever he was ssen. Tirs was
directed on enemy roads on which treffic had been isard by the infantry. From
reports received from the infantry, this fire was apperently succeszful and
effective on & number of occasions.

On the 13th, December, & light fall of snow covered the ground and
wes quickly frozenm, serving to recell the viocissitudes of the previous winter,

On the 21st., the brigade was relieved in this sector and returned-..to
the Armentierss sector.

Christmas day wese marked by very little activity on either side,
though enemy trench mortars did soms damags. The plum puddings however, did
more, 'hey were on issus in goodly numbers, and as usual, the boys cheer=d
up for the festive occasion and pessad =8 happy a dny as war dutles will permit,
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