CHAPTER 5,

HEILLY - VILLERS BRETONNEAUX - BRAY - PERONFE - HERVILLY
BELLIUDHRI - MONTEREHAIN - BUSSIGNY - MAZEMHEIM.

In conjunction with the 3rd. Austrslien Div. Infontry patrols, the
zuns were taken into position in some filelds to the north cnd east of Heilly,
the guns were unlimbered, the poles of the firing bettery wrgons wers dropped
elongside their respective guns for emmunition supply, run limbers irere
anloeded and retired to.a spot not far from Prenvillers, where forward limber
lines were established,

In reediness for an Immediste move, horses clweys stood by fully
hzrnessed, and commnication wes continuelly maintained with the guns hoth by
dsy end night, It wes a time of grezt moment, greet enxiety, the nersonnel
of the brigade knew but 1little of previous heppenings, end "hold on for forty
=ight hourse at all costs" was a werning snd an indlcztion of "breskers zhead,™

Batteries were given & full hend to engsgs 211 opportunity targets
end to selze every opportunity of killing the ensmy =28 well cs to harass him
and hls operations day and nirht. The brigede quickly adepted itself to
these conditions and the position was soon firmly established.

The expectsd attack came to pass on the 30th. M:rch; when Fritz
prepered for e further advence on our right by putting down & very extensive
erse shoot with ertillely on &ll kinds. A battalion of the 10th. Australian
Infentry Brigade was haiding this sector which withstood the brunt of the
attack . The 7th. Bripade batteries lent valuambls help in smashing up the
ettack by ewitching their guns zround 70 degrees right =nd souring an o
=nfilading fire into the masses of Germen Infentry which were meking every
effort to break through, Several companies of the encmy succeeded in reaching
our fromt line, but were subsaquently driven out by the Zrd. Australizn Div,
Infantiry. Fritz suffered heavy losses without gaining ony territory.

i On the lst. April, Brigade Heamdquerters was very hoavily shelled, and
anfortunately, the €.0.Lt,Col.W.Churchus D.8.0. the adjutent Cept. G.J.
Greenshields and the orderly officer, Lisut K,C.Radford, were killed by the
same shell, Thet afternoon, a new hesadquarters staff was appointed,
consisting of Lt.Col.T.B.W.Jemes D.S.0. C.0. Lt.R.R.Smith M.C. edjutant and
Lieut., W.R.Bates orderly officer.

During these days, the lest few deys of Merch snd the earlydays of
April, the betterles constantly shelled the ememy. Hundreds of rounde were
raured over svery day and the guna were never silent nor the men ever silent,
The villages were, of course, deserted,and as the domestlc animals and birds,
rige and chickens snd such like were roaming eround homeless and friendleas,
the "Wegon-line Kings" appropriated them and made profiteble use of them, It
wee Just es well that Providence had sent them along,as meny a time the "lads”
had known whet it was to de downright hungry, snd also the "menu" chiefly
gonaisted of bully and biscults. Chicken made & pleascnt break.

These were busy days for the batteries, dey e=nd night they poured
the shells into Fritz =nd gave him no peacs. Three hundred shells had to be
fired ecagh day by eech batiery in nddition to speciel shqpts and gas
bomberdments ordered, which were fregquent. 4

The 21st. March marked "The end of cevalry Captain Baron Ven
Ricnthofen." Thie account is by Flight Lieut.Malcolm Sheehan, an Aussie,

"Ais you kmow we are & two seater squadron - R.E. Bs, fhe Pords of the
alr. We ere what 1s lmown as & Corps squadron, that 1s we carry out
corps work - reconnaisence, photography, bomb-dropping, low strafing,
contact patrol, flash reconnaissnce, co-operation with ertillery ond
infentry and any special jobs which Corps H.Q. require. For months we
have besn promised better mechines and some dey they will turn up. You
will see our speclel feature is not asriel-combat, but although only & side
line,ome never does = patrol without a sorap or mix-up with & Hun or Huns
of some deseription, The resson it is & ‘eide line is that officially we
ere not supposed to look for bother,snd our mechines are not the
healthiest in the world to teke Iinto & mix-up. Iast Sunday we hzd a
day out, Onthe down patrol, my Plight Commender met three Hun scouts,
well over Hun-land. After a tldy serap he sent one down in flzmes, the
other two pushed off and we got home safely. At 1l.8.m. two:o0f our
mechines were taking photos of the Corps Pront when five Hun red triplens
scouts declared war. The leader who was very beld left his formation and
after & short mix-up with one of our busses, was seen to have more than
his issus of ,303 and go down and crash on our side. Tha other machines
d1d mot fency further scrap on our side, so they best 1t for home and
reported this. FNext we Heard by telephone that the Hun triplene which-
was seen to crash, was none other -then Cavalry, Ceptain Baron Von Richthofen,
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