The work to be done tomorrow will perhaps meke heavy demands upon
‘the endurance and steying powers 6f meny of you; but I am confident
thet, In spite ©f excitement, fatigue, =nd physiesl strain, every men
w11l ecarry on to the utmost of his powers until his goal is won, for
the sake of Australis the Empire and our couse,

I sarnestly wish every soldier of the Corps the bsst of goed
fortuns end a glorious and decisive victory, the story of which will
re-gcho throughout the world, end will live forever in the history of

our home land.

Lieut-General,
Commending Austreliep Corps. "

The barrage opened 2t £.20.8.m. on 8th. August, nshering in the
‘biggest etteck the Austreliars had *ever been concentrated upon. The attack
of the 4th. Army wes from the River Amcrs to the Aure on the south,end aided
by & heavy mist , our infantry end tenks penetrated the enemy's line elong the
‘whols front, and shortly after noon sll ohjectives had been gained, The
berrage itself, wes conmeluded at 8.20.2.m. when the brigade moved forwerd.

that hour, 9,000 1B:pdr. rounds and 2,200 4.5 How. rounds hed been expended.
The enemy's reteliation wes very wssk cnd oconfined to & very narrow limit,

The first shelling of the brigede wes. in the vicinity of the cross
roads at Hemel whers there were seversl cesuelties, the 25th. battory having
one member xilled. The poslition d=stined to be taken up by the brigade was
South West of llorscourt,for the rest of the day, 1little shooting wes indulged
in.  Through the Inability of the Divislons comprising the 3rd. Jorp. om the
left of the "Aussies™ to meke good In the advance, the left flenk of the
Australisn Corp was somewhat exposed to enemy enfilaling fire which somewhot
‘held up the progresa. It was not until the Australian Infantry had clesred
Chipilly Pldge which allowed the front line on the north of the Sommz to
conform with the Australian fromt 1ine on the south., On the 9th. the Yrigasdes
was relleved and took up a position mear Valre-Sous-Corbie in rzserve for
twenty four hours,at the end of that time was ordered to teke up a position inm
advance of the former position ut Morecourt.

Here, the same as the previous position, the battery gunners hud a
good variety in the way of pun laying, as there were numerous Pritz batteriss
of whizzbange 4.2, 5.9 and 8" Hows. all in good orfler im the immediate
vieinity. The number of shells sent back to Fritz with the Seventh's compli-
ments was considerable,

Being moonlight, Pritz's Cothas unlosded their "egge™ in the forward
areas, fortunately the brigade did not suffer to any great extent.

In Ludendorf's (The Germen Chlef of staff') Memoirs (just published ). He

‘wrote := This ( 8th AUG ) is Germany's BLACKEST DAY,

On the 12th. we wers again in Treserve, but not for long, as the next
day, we were packed off at the "toot" in the direction of Rosierss. Cun
positlions were prepared =t Meharicourt for "stunt"™ beyond Lihons, although
ammunltion wea certed, the positions were never occupled.. A conasiderable
number of the brigade were wounded hers.

Letters of apprecintion from Cenersl Fewlinson and the G.0.C. R.A.,

4th. Army.

Fourth Army No. G.5. 2/8.

Austrelisn Corps.
T deaite E express officislly to sll ranks of the Australian Corps,
my 8incers apprecistion of their sulendid victory over the ememy on the

B8th. August and the succeeding days.

The task thet was alloted to them depended largely for .its success
on the element of surprise. The enre thet was taked prior to the 8th.
Auguet to camouflage the arrival of the Comnesdian Corps interfered to
some extent with the Australian Corps' dispositions. In epite of this
end other difficulties the assembly of the Corps, the distribution of the
Tenks, and the disposition of & large force of heavy amd field artillery,
were socomplished by night without attrzeting attention.

From zero onwards everyiiilng ~ent asccording to progremme end without
& hiteh. It was no ordinmery feet to win a1l the objectives allotted,
to effect & penetration of 10 milee into the ho=tile poaition, znd to
Teach the moast distant objective half an hour hefore scheduled time,

The three points which I desire specially to eulogiss are (1) the
splendid gallantry and drive of the infantry, (2) the thoroughness and
precision of the staff work of the Corps, Divisions and Brigades snd
(3) the skill and renidity with which the mobile artillery were brought
forwerd in close support of the infintry for the sttack of the more
distant oblectives.
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