I offer my heartiest congratulations end warm thanke to all ranks of
the Australien Corps, though I feel that whatever words [ may use, all
Austrelianse reslise that "Victory is her own reward."” It was a splandid
parformence end as fine & feat of arme as any that even this war caen
produces

(Sgd.) H.RAWLINSON. CGeneral,
Commanding POURTH ARMY.
HsQ. FOURTH ARLY &

16th. August, 1918.

The following 1s an axtract from a letter received by me from the 6.0.C, R.A,
Fourth Army:-

August Bth. was a great day for the Artillery.
Will you plemse convey to all ranks of the Artillery under your
command, my admiration and apprecintion of thelr work.
I consider the following points to be particularly noteworthy:-
1. The manner in which dlfflculties were overcome in putting guns and
emmunition into positlon.
2, The accursey and effsot of the barrege fire end heavy artillary
tombardment without preavious reglstration.
3. The effective counter-battery work.
4. The bold and successful way in which the advance of the Artillery in
support of our Infantry was cerried out.

In forwerding this to you, I wish to edd my sincereet thenks and
appracistion of the work and energy displayed dy those under your command
in oarryin% out of the many tesks which confronted you.

My best congratulations and wishes for continued success fto you and
thoge undar your command,

(Sgd.) WALTER A. COXON.
Brigadler General,
G.0.C., R.A., Augt, Corps.

The brigade took up a position north of the Bommé on 2lst. Augusi,
batween Bray-Jorble Road and Malard Wood in support of an atteok by the
3rd . Divisien Infantry on Bray.

On 22nd. August, the barrage was opened et 4.45.28.ms The Infantry
czptured and held the high ground north und west of Bray. Orders were
rageived to take up en advanced position in support of a further attack om
Brey. 3ome of the batteries sctually got to their positions, but owing to
& powsrful counter attack on the fromt om our left held by the "Tommies,™
Fritz had sucoeeded in regaining ground. The situation caused soms anxlety
antil the section of Austrelisn Infantry from their newly won trenches, cut
in behind the sdvanced Fritzsand cut them off,this smart move of the Aussies
sdded more prisensrs to their bag.

On the moming of the 24th. st l.a.m. another barrage was fired, and
with this support, our Zrd. Div. Infantry took Bray, on the following morning
st 2,20. snother barrage wes put down so that the infantry could capture the
hills beyond Bray,in the valley 107th. Battery hed four men killed and several
=ounded.

Everything being succesful, orders were resceived for the Brigede to
=ova forward, but owing to the density of fog, the gun teams had some Alfficuly
in locating the guns. The guns ceme into action on the hill to the szt of
Einshem, but no shote were fired. Before midday another move was -made in
the vicinity of the Bray Railwey Station which wae on the esst of the town, but
t=fors resching Brey, the guns end teams had to negotiate a fast trot on a
=trstoh of road for & couple of miles which wes in full view of the snsmy,
fortunately no shells fell neer. Pegsing through Bray, everybody got a small
issus of ges, as the village was reaking with 1t.

On e 27th. our next position to be occupied wes to the north of
Zac-anne, this village was, prior to Frits's drive In M-rch 1918, 6.A.Q. for
Sritish Army. On the morning our advance ocarried the Brigede to a position
»=11 to the east of the villege.

Abtout noon on the 29th. saw the guns again on the road, this tlme our
s ran along slde the River Bomms to Curlu and wa ceme Into action to the

t of this,that was , as only a few bricks mark where the village onge stood.
Tmis deseription also applies to Hem and Clery. It was a common sight to
=== =t slnost every vantage point that covered the epproeches to thase mlaces,
S=r—=n mschine guns with the dead crew alongside, a silsnt testimony tothe
wooisrful stelking methods of our own infantry.
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