"The 20th. saw us once more on the "Wellaby" this time we passed
through Hem and came in ection about midway between Ham and Clery. The
impromtu bridges, the railway lins end the traffic on the road, drew a very
intense fire fromthe enemy who was no doubt, getting excellent observation
from Mont 89t. Quentin. Whilst shoo'lng In the barrage for the atteck on
Clery, the 27th. battery were unfortunate in having twenty four men gassed,
the 25th. battery also lost heavily by recelving n direct hit on one of their
guns by & hostlle shell, resulting in the desth of three snd saveraly
wound ing several others,

During all these operatlions the 7th. F.A.B. was zcting in close
support to the infantry covering advances by creeping barrapes, engering
opportunity targete end all movements end putting down all enemy conmc-ntrat-
ions. )

The 2nd., Germen Guards Division newly brought into the line, offerad
8 stout realstance to our advance, but the resistence wes finally hroken down
on 1st. September after vory severe fighting. The Brigade's puns afforded
excellent support on these ocoasions, firing contlnuously from daylight t1i1l
dark, and time and egain broke up enemy counter attacks.

The brigade lent valuesble support in the 2nd. ‘fustralian Divisionn
atiack on Mont 3t. Quintin, elthough this famous hill was off the snctor we
were covering, excellent shooting was done, and severs casualties Inflicted
on the enemy in his retreat from the Mont. In this open warfare, =11 the
0.P. (observation post) parties wers ermed with rifles for snlplng purposes.
One battery commander put several knoches on the stock of his zi1fle for the
enemy machine gunners hs bagged during his ramble well forwerd lookins for
targeta,

The country round ahout Clery was in a very much battersd conditlon,
it being tha old front 1ine in 1916 & 17, the ground was literslly covered
with graves of French "soldats™ who had pald the suprems s=zcrifice.

X Auguet gave the bripsde its filrst opportunity of putting into
practloce its early training at Lark Hill in offensive open warfare, After a
long epell of trench warfsre, minor mietakes were made at first but wers sonn
rectifled, and towards the end of the month, Aupust, batteries had bscome
guite effioient in this new mode of warfare,

. The operations celled for greet endurance on the part of both men
and horses, the former displaying splendid qualities of courage end

oheerfulness om &ll ocoaslons,

August 1918 will long bs remembered &s the greatest month in the
history of the Australian Corps when its fins dilvisions combined to reap the
i:lllrasults of £l1 the hard and weerisome fighting mstrids the Somme since

ril,

- During the firat half of September the brigede did not take & larrs
part in eotive operations. After the barrage which sterted at 5.2.m. on
the 1st. September, the guns were moved to a slope of a hill north east of
Clery. Next morning the usuzl barrage being fired the guns did not edvance,
but engaged opportunity targete. There wers "Furphies™ in the ailr that =
spell was on ordsr, and this came ebout on 4th. September when camp was
shifted back to the west of Suzanns. Thie was & real treat, as the brigada
hed been continuelly in action for fifteen days. The country traversed, the
emount of ammunition =xpended, and the excitsment crowded in these days, made
it seem more like & couple of months, However, the spell afforded all hands
en opportunity of a decent wash end & chat humt #nd & change of under clothing.

Herse was experienced perhaps, the only tasts of a truly Aussie
thunder storm, and when 1t had pessed over, the horse lines were ome huge
laeke, the horses standing up to their kneee In watar, It might here be
ment ioned that the 107th. Battery did not have the plemsurs of this spell
they were in action to the east of Psronne, but joilned the brigade a coupis
of days later near Clsry, to which place we moved on the 6th. Saptember. We
had another spell here until the Bth, every body had bivvies in shell holes
end old trenches.

On the 8th. the bripade were on the way for Courselles, ahout five
miles to the emst of Psronne, Here, training for open werfare wes onrried
out egain, During this spell, severel inter battery foothball matches were
played. At this time, the nighte were unususlly clear, and of course, snemy
Gothas took advantage to nightly scattersd bombe sbout the countryside. Our
air methods by now had undergone & chenge for ths bettsr, the suthoritles
had instituted high night flying scout mechines for dealing with the bombing
pesta.
. The night of the 13th, saw two Gothas brought down in flemes by our
dars devil pllots, Thess Fritz's planes were caught in the rays of 22 of ovur
search lighte, and with such light on these targets, our scouts who wers &bove
in the darkness, puured in incendiary bullets with the above results,



