On the 21st. still another move this time to the hi1ll on the west of
Bazuel, this position was perhaps the cloaesst that the brignde had ever taken
up, the front line being less than 1,000 yards awey, immediately in front of
the battery, Tommy machine gumners had their out post built and fully maned.

Hbstile fire was exceptlonally severe in this area, every cross road
for miles back wes continually under fire. The bettery positlions were
recelving more than their share on the morning of the 23rd. about 5.2.m. Pritz
evidently aenticipating a barrsge by us, opened with =11 his artillery as a
"counter."™ It was fortunate thet our bariage was timed for the following
morning.

Things were worked to a nicety at 1l,p.m., on the 23rd, A1l the
machine guns and trench mortars 1n the area opened up with a bombardment on the
enemy's territory, it was surmised this was to deaden the sound of our tanks
coming up. They were to hop off with the iInfantry. Fritz in retalistion for
this move, put down emother strafe equally severe as the morning one,he opened
up soon after our mechine gunners did, and continued till 1.40.a,m. At this
time the betteries were warned to be ready to open the barrage at Z.a.m.

Fritz had Just got beck in blanket bay when our barrage fell, the
retalintion was very weak., This early barrage only lasted one and half hours
to eneble the Tommy Infantry to advance to & depth of 1,500 yards. As this
objective was reached, they dug in and waited for the barrsge to continue at
g.ao.a.m. but during this wait, a few of our guns were flring & protective
BTTEEO. -
By 7.30.8.m. the Germmn guns were out of range, but the number remainlg
in our possession was considerzble.

The 27th. battery were unfortuncte in having four mem killed and four
wounded by & shell that landed slongside a bivvy at the waggon lines at St,
Benin.

The brigede wes wlthdrawn to Montbrehain on the 26th, but was back to
the 1ine again on the lst. November,

On the 2rd. a position was manned just to the south of Magenheim,K and
the barrage fired at 4.s.m.

The work of October comprised many attacks on the Hindenburg line in
the vicinity of the St.Quentin Canal Tunnel. The enemy put up a very obstinate
defence for this highly lmportant position, but hls resistance was finally
overcome on 5th., October, end a genersl advence wos made into fresh country
beyond, with good roads and still inhabited villapges. Conditions somewhat
improved in this country, though on account of the soeroity of water, the horses
suffereds

The edvance continued t111 the 24th, October, when upon the enemy
stiffening his defence in the vicinity of the Sambre el Oise Canal, conditioms
beceme settled again,

Although the remalnder of the division ceme out of the line early in
the month and went back to near Abbeville, the Australisn Artillery Brigades
continued to take part in the operstlions, belnr ettached to various British and
Amer lcen Divisions,.

Influenze egain broke out, and resulted in meny evacuations from the
bripade.. It must be steted that notwithstanding the continuous and vigorous
fighting day after day, the morasle of the brigade was never better, and the men
displayed the seme cheerful sportive gpirit that slwayse characterised them =
win or lose, rain or shine,

In October 1t was generally felt that the foe was weakening and the end
wag in sight, =nd though "The Heads" endeavoured to prevent "Peace Talk" among
the troops, they did not succeed. The men were buoyed with great and
exhilarating hopes of an early termination to the long nirht of horror and
suffering,

It mlght not be out of place to glve a fourth army order received during
October and regd to the batteries on perade, :

"Since the Australian Corps Joined the 4th, Army on the 8th, April 1918,
they have passed through a perlod of hard and uniformly successful fighting of
which all renks have every right to be proud.

"Row that 1t has been possible to give the Australlen Corps a well
earned period of rest, I wish to express to them, my gratitude for all they
have dons,. I have watched with the greatest 1n£areat and admiration, the
varlous stages through which they have passed from the hard times of Flers and
Pozieres to thelr gulminating victories at Mont St. Quentin and the great
Hindenburg system at 8omy, Bellicourt Tunnel and Montbrehain,

"During the sommer of 1918 the safety of Amiens has been prinecipelly
due to their determinstion, tenscity and valour,

The story of what they have asccomplished as & fighting Army Corps, of
the dlligence, gallantry and skill which they have exhibited, end of the
sclentific methode which they heve so thoroughly =nd so successfully epplied

s gained for ell Austral lans a plece of honour emong Retioms, und smongst the
Eclgl gh speaking ruces in perticular.
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