The 11th. 'rch saw the balance of the Brigede making for Lobbes
whieh was to be our lust lome in Belgium 111 repantricted, but the friemds I=°
behind in Hsutmont weretoo great an attraction for some of the members of =it
7th, so much so, that it was only on pay days that the Batteries could repors
a fgqll muster.

Here again, the Aussle's love for seeing somsthing fresh took & holi.
Tour ing partles were off in all directions, Eany a time a pese for three

8 to Zrussell, a two hours journey, (sometimes no officisl passss af all)
would find the holder tourimg through the remote psrte of Belgium or the
occupled territory of Germany, snd even as far as Southern Frence end- Itely,
only to return 14 or 15 days later and them only perheps, on account of the
treasury being deplestead, ;

Batches of 100 or more men continued to be repatriamted fortnightly,
8o smoothly was fthe. demobilizetion machine running that ' the 30th.ipril
saw the balance of the Brigade listed on the 44th. Quota and on ‘the lst.lly
the departure from Chelsroi took place. A horse box truck me in days of
yore was allotted to 16 men, The army ratiom lavishly supplemented by the
sustrnlian Comforts Funds goods was placed aboard for the two days Journey to
Lé Havre - the A.I.F. base in France,- where the order on arrival was bathe,
cianging of clothing end handing in of equipment. Here the handling of such
huge bodles of humanity was 18 revelatlon in the matter of speed, the business
like methods in comparison to the usual Military routine was distinetly
pleasing.

After the ususl stay of five or six days, blighty wes reached only
to stay enother six to eight weeks for ebomt to be allotied.

By a singular coincidence, the first and second Quota of the Sﬁigudu
(about 200 men) ssiled for Australis on the "Borde" and "Zealandia" on ths
11th. May, it being exmotly three years toc the day that this Brigade left
God's own country, Australia,

The last betoh of the Brigade salled in the "Earmale on 2nd.July
and aerrived in Sydney on 18th. August 1919, and as the discharges were
available immedistely, it sounded the death lmell from e milltary point of
view, of the existence of the 7th. F.A.B. but the social side of the Brigade
for the futurs, Will be well carsd for by the Brigade reunion clubs of !
Sydney end Melbourne,.

We do not wish to add lemdstory remerks about ourselves, and our

Brigade, of which we have always been proud, but we must say,6 that the
oemaraderie of all renks, the "esprit de corps" manifested af all times in the
Brigade, will remein a thrilling memory and lead us o the fond hope thet the
seme good feeling of kinship end comradeship mey be ewelkenad in our own loved
lend of Australis. 4nd es &1l arms of the service them fought to conguer e
redoubtadle foe, so mey we all, in the days of peace &nd progperity, lsarn to
foster and kindle and engender & noble feeling of brotherhood among our own
paople.

L We went to Prance to fight for Auatrelis and the Empire and we have
returned with Peace and Victory to Australia.

: O may we all live at pemce with each other and have one idesl, onu

purpose - betterment in happiness and prosperity of Australia and her people.

WRITTEN BY 8.W.HODGE,
With additions by E.Harding, B.C.Duckworth & S.E.Rohu,

For uates, notes eto., in compiling the above, use was male of the
Brigade's war diary, and that portion of the Brigade's hiatory by
Oept.C.M.SamBon, end the 27th.Battery history written by
T.D.Bridger which the "Yandoo™ management has much pleasure in
acknowledging.

A complete bibliography or historical list of hooke, pamphlets, and military, naval and troopship
matazines relating to the Australians and New Zealanders in the Great War., is being compiled
by Mr. T. A. Perguson, Barrister-at-Law, 167 Phillip-street, Sydney. Notes of any such
magazines or papers (preferably aceompanied by copies! are welcomed by him in order that
thehibliography may be as authoritative a record as possible
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