dear Cousin Warjorie,

i am very sorry to tell you that the "fiver" Aunt
gent me has been hlown up with my tunio. Tell Aunt mot to bother to send
any more. Howaver, if she insists, tell her 1 am thinking of Blighty lsave
and that, as a lot goes a little wey there, she had hetter please make it
a "tenner",

Since writing you last, we "pulled out" from Messines on 3lst Aug.
at first we did not like Messines, but, by comparison with later
exverienoes, it was not too bad. While in szotlon at Messines, the "urder of
Hard-Thinking Wagon Liners”(of which I ar a rember) hed some anxious days.
Fritz ocoasiorslly ssnt some over and snollt the usuel slumbering serenity
of ths Wagon Lines.

On the 1lst Sept. w2 started out for the muoh-looked-for rest. We
stayed et Staples the flrst night; ths second night, ws "lobhed at" our
iestination, Merck-St-Levien, south of St Orer, a very prstty little villag
with plenty of historic associations, ani a very quaint stone Church
perohed on & high hill ovsrlookinghthe village and the surrounding coumtry.
Fruit trees wer= plemtiful and we helped ourselvss. Altho' Auturn was in
the air, we had many swims in the fine little brook, running through the
oroharda. Ths days were sunny, but the leaves were beginning to turn
golden, and the Autum breezss whirled them, one by one, to the ground.

Wa were expeoting to have a vsry long rest; but, dear, we came Such an
awful "Gutzer". qutzer is a word taken frorm Australsisnpusgec meaning a
sst-back and is sccordingly ruch ussd by we "Ossies"). A%tar being four
days out, we were suddenly told to go hack into actlon. It is awful,
dear, to he so indispsnsable.

The return rarch occupiad three davws. we lsft Merok-St-Levien on the
morning of the 7th Sent. First stop Flechin, ths second Morbecque, and
ths last night we stopped at Dickebusch. The comoentration of Wagon Lires
and Camps told us that something was doing. We mnde ourselves as oom=
fortahle as & few canvas coverings would sllow; but the following morning
‘brought us e terribls blow - a blow which by it's very suddenness sent
the Brlgade reeling: Whilst the 1ads of the £6th Battery were groupsd
together at breakfast, e high veloolty shell burst in their midst. It
was an unlucky shot (for usg. and was the only one of e ssries that did
sny derage; hut it did terrible wotk, and by it we lost many old mates
who had heen with us all the time, and many others were wounded.

That night our guns and thelr orews went into actlom in front of
71{1lebeke Lake., The proximity of ths "possy" to the Menin Road made it
an ettraction for old Fritz, to fling his "irommongery" ‘about. HNsedless
to say the Batterles got more thean their share. particularly the 25th Bty.

er having given Fritz a good "kick in the ribs", we raceived orders
on the 21st Sspt. to advance and take up aposition on westhoek Ridpe, in
front of Chateau Wood. Hsrs the Batteries werz under dirsct observaticn
from enemy balloons ard suffered accordingly from eonoentration of fire;
but the deterrinztion of the lads was mors than what old Fritz had
rookomed on Bnd still the gundscontinued to fire, in splte of baing put
on thalr beocks more them oncs. )

Anothar advanced "possy"™ to the morth, this tirs on Frlezenburg
Ridge mear St Jullsn, which we occupled on 30th Sept.

A waek latsr, we agaln advancad, this tlre to Borry Farm, vhich
afforded the gunmers their first opportunity to use the Telescople sight
by laying dirsct on Passchendazle Church as their Zzro Point,

Howaver, the positions owcurizd by the Brigade were very unfortunate.
Unfortunate as it ssams, our ccsualtles would have been greater had 1t
not bmsen for Fritz's thoughtfulness im providing us with his substantiel
"P1ill Doxas" to liva in,

For & sample of the vendalism of tha Hun, wa were astounied at the
Sight of Ypres, Ypres? - Well, nardly Ypres, for'all that remains ars heaps
of bricks indiocating that houses - homes onoe stood thare. The country
betwsen Ypres and the Ridges (for the battles wers fought for possession
of ths Ridges) was the most desolate, hellish scsne, the human imagination
oan pilcture. Imaginz 2 large plain, so pitted with shell holes, that the
holss ars oll joined togethsr and fillsd with rmuddy watar, all thz visible
lend, mud, g shell-torn tree hers and there, mud-coverad Tanks dotting the
plain; ond haunting it all, the Ghost of Doath.

The road over which the traffic passed, and ammunitionwas corriled
was & river of mud and slush. on eith2r side in the shell holes lay horses
snddles, limbers, ani G.S,Wagons,

But I won't go on Marjorie. It was an urlucky "possy" ror this
Bri e, hut the mates who have gone - that is what spddens the chaps.

As r their endurance and pluck - well Marjorie, like you, they were
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Austrelicns, and we eare proud to be Australians,
It was a bittar experience end we hope our fortune will be brighter

in the next nosition,

Don't forget the "tennar”.- Headquarters hava alresdy all had their

leave, 80 the Datteriss should soon get
Love

—_— ———

theirs.
to all,
Yours,
Egbert.

AMUSEMENTS.

A plensing featura to the members of tha 7th F,A.B. 1s the attachment
e

of a Y.N.C.A. icar and his marquees.

On behalf of the Brigade we extend

to Mr. Norman a hearty wslcome end can assure him of the Brigade's whole-
hearted support in the promotion of amusements appertalining to tha welfare

of the troops.

ROUGH DRIVING CONTEST.

It hes been decided to cruste
the ebove conest upon the sollei-
tation of some of the older members
of the Brigade. This imspiration
is dus no doubt to their keennsss
for humour, and wa mgree with them
that the possibility for hurour in
such a contest is unlimited. The
difficulties and pitfalls that con-
tinually confront thz drivers are
very numerous, but perhaps thair
greatest night-mare 1is the ditches
that are always in company with the
roads in Northern France and Del-
gium, Shell-hole country also
Presents many ohstacles; clearing
of gate-posts and ramps across
distches also gats a bit of lime-
l1ight in tha daily routine of a
driver's many dutles. In a great
many of” these- shall we call them
accldents?- the driver 1s to blame
as much as the horse.

The Brigade posseases some
splendid horsemen, but wa also
possess what are known as "¢lircuses".-
their speciality ls to do the wrong
thing.=

Points will ba awerdad for the
various performances as follows:

Getting one whesl in ditch(1W)1l Pt.
Two whaslg 2w)e "
One horse in ditch 1H)3 B
Two horses 2H)4 "
Hitting Gate-post Gpl2z "
Missing e ramp R) 4 "
complets capsize ccls "
AWARDS_TO_DATE:=
DvrsKlaproth(27th) (cc) 6 Pts
Dvr.Herry Bott (107th LR
Dvr.Gordon Hogan{26th 24) 4 "
Cvr."Crowis"watson(26th) (R) 4 "
Cvr.Tyrell (26th) m; 3 "
Dvr.Vic.Teass11(26tH) H) 3 "
vr. "Bricky"Stone(26th) (1W&lW)2 "
Dvr.Stan Grainger(25th) <(2w) 2 "
Dvr."Mel"Solomons(25th w)1 "
Dvr."Mucka®Frazer(27th w) 1 :
1

Dvr.Pat Kennedy (27th) 1w

Kow Boys!!l Send in their performancesi

Ft/Sgt atkinson (107th) to Bill
Mackiei~-
"Do you or do you don't intend to
40 ite"

FOOTBALL..

The following scratch games
were played prior to the
Divisional Artillery Compstiticn.

gt

Results
njon:~
gﬁbh Bty beat 107th Bty 6
" n

235rd M.0.C12
; 1%th Btn. 20
3 " 41st " 12
b A9th F.Amb 13

I S A B |

0
0
0
0
0

L]

E

lst Round.
26th BLy beat 1U7th Bty 40 - O
: " 25

the - 1q. =0
Semi-Finzl.
£6th Bty rsc. forfeit T. M.Bty.
Finals
26th Bty beat D:A.C. 23 - 0.

Australian Ruldsw

Soretch Matches!
27th Bty,3 gls © Bhde beat
Rest of Brigade_ 2gls 2Bhds.
Secomnd Mgy ot
27th Bty 6°Ble 9Bnds beat
Rest of Brigade 3Gls 9Bhds.

7th Bde team 3gls 5Bhds lost

to 44th Byq 3 Gls 18 Bhdu.

7th Bde team 6 Gls 2 Bhds

beat 5th Fld Amb 4 Gls 2 Bhdss
7th Bde team 3 Gls 12 DBhds
lost to 28th Btln © Gls 7 Bhds.
7th Bde team 3 Gls 5 Bhds beat
8th Bds 3_Gls 2 Bhds._
Semi-Final Divisional Ariy Compt.
7th Bde 3 Gls 11 Bhds lost te
Trench Mortar Bty 5 Gls 2 Bhdse
To the winning teams of each of
these (ompetioions ,Brig-Geneial
Grimwade,C.R+A. presented hand-
-gome silver oumnEs
STOPBPRESS_KEWS.

At Le Veau,(26) Wagon Lines
B«S.M. Harrison was fnllantlr
regousd ‘on a dirty night from
a semi-frozen ditoh reoentlys
(S.MsHerald please oopy).

Capt Rourke's (27th? Petrol
oure would have been a success
only for the lighted candle.

Was it the Festive Season that
cauged Dvr Jaok Deer (26th) to
write "A Merry Xmas and a Happy
New South Wales"?



