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FRE5IDENTS. EEFORT : 'YAND'a-A'J.- r99r

Dear fe l Ios Eunnersr ,
I t  is  r , r l th Ereat  p leasure that  I  aubni t  to you ny report  for  the

conc lus i on  o f  ano the r  ve r y  succesa fuL  and  p rog ress i ve  yea r .
I  r rould l ike to thank your commit tee for  the loyal  and

en thus iag t i c  nanne r  i n  uh i ch  t hey  have  ca r r i . ed  ou t  t he j . r  du t i eB .
t lhat  a year l  you can only say ne were ul t ra busy.
What Eords can iJe use to expreEs the pr ide and joy shich occurrect

on that  wonderfu l .  Sunday 29th July 1990, l rhen our Regj .nent  uas t ranted
Freedotn of  Entry to the Ci ty of . t l i l loughby.

The day of  course uas unfor tet table,  the organisat ion €up€rb,  the
rdeather unbel i .evable,  the support  or tanlsat long terr i f lc ,  the counci . l
s taf f  outatandint  and the Reginent  was fu l l  of  pr ide and never looked
be t t e r .

On the 4th Autust  l99O representat lveE of  the AEaociat l ,on atain
at tended an Art i l lery Aaaeebly. t  the School  of  Art i l lery.  The aeserbly
Has r.rell attended and aany attendees stayed to enjoy the Cunner Dinner.

Another Euccessful  reunion uas held on the 5th October 1990 at  the
Ai l loughby Let ion Club r . t i th a tood ro l l  up and so&e ne! ,  faces
a t t end inE .

On Tuesday niEht 13th Novedber 1990 at the Dee !.lhy depot ue
presentecl to L/8dr Dennla White of 28 Battery our firgt asard for -The

Dost prof ic ient  sold ier" .
We alEo rade a presentatlon to Lt CoI

a photo taken during the Freedo[ cere[ony)
retlreEent froa the arny.

On Sunday 2nd Deceuber l99O lany nenberg attended the RAA
Associat lon 's annual  church servtce at  the Garr lson Church,  the Rocka
and then proeeeded to North Head for  the of f ic ia l  openint  of  the
Nat ional  Art i l l .ery t tuseun. t te l l  done to a1I  concerned.

On Sunday 17th March 1991 the Associat ion part ic ipated ln the
Reginent 'e 75th anniversary act iv i t iea ui th those oeabers at tendlng
having a wonderfu l  day.

The act iv l t leE star ted ui th a Church serv ice (organised by the
Assoc ia t i on )  a t  t he  Ga r r i son  Chu rch ,  t he  Rocka .  A t  t h i s  ge rv i ce  a
plague connenorat ing the 75th annivereary of  the foraat ion of  the
Regirent  (L7/3/LqL6' ,  ras unvei led by Br ig A.G.Hanson DSO ED in the
presence of  Ken Leqls-Hughea, repreeent inE 7th Austra l ian Fie ld
Art l I lery Br igade AIF,  Ltcol  John Falr lesa,  representtnt  7th Fle ld
Reginent RAA and Hax Falconer MBE, repreeentint Z Fd Rett RAA
Assoclat ion.  The plaque l ras dedicated by the church rector  Rev Br ian
Seers Dip.Theol

Fol lo! , , ln6 the church Eervlce guests enjoyed the epectaculr r  of  the"Feu de Joie" ,  f l red by the neubere of  the ReglEent.
Cuests then proceeded to the School of Artlllery, North Head to

savour a nost enjoyable luncheon. Durl.n6 the luncheon r.te preaented to
the Reginent  a Decorat lons/Medals board.

At  th is t iue I  gould l ike to t ive another b ig thanks to Laur ie
Hindnarst i ,  Barney Flanagan and our other helpere ior  the Hork done to
o rEan i se  t h i s  day .

Our Iatest  act lv i ty  l tas on Sunday 14th Apr l l  1991 uhen 2O neubers
and their  far l l iea at tended e far i ly  day at  the Nat ional .  Art i l lery
HuEeuE. The rreather uas good and thoae attending had another treat day.

I  sould l ike to extend a tJ6rD Helcone to the Reginent .s nes
CoDmand ing  O f f l ce r .  L t co l  J .A .L .  Fa i r l eee  and  t he  2 IC  MaJ .  R .M .
Co rbe t t .

Your Aseociat lon is  now a l l fe nenber of  the RAA Hlstor ical
Soc ie t y .

I t  is  u l th regret  that  I  report  the passLng of  4 netrbers Gerald
HanEond (25/e/9Ot.  Bob Bayles lL7/L2/9O't ,  Dennia ShortuE l2S/L/gt l �  and
Ian Ganble l2O/4/91).  To thelr  loved oneg and re lat ives,  !  hereby
extend on your behal f  heart  fe l t  syrapathy.

Membership nou standE at  176 r . r i th 26 l i fe [enbers,  and 1 Hon. l i fe
Denber,  p lease keep t ry ing to locate other intereeted gunners.

Renenber to sear your Club badge l r i th pr lde l rhen eocia l ia lng wi th
your f r iends and fe l lou gunners,

Max  Fa I con€ r  P res iden t .
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FROH THE DESK OF L IEUTENANT COLONEL J .A .L .  FAINLESS
COMHANDING OFFICER ?TH FIELD REGIMENT RA,A

Since  I  l as t  w ro t , e  t he  Reg lmen t  has  ce leb ra ted  i t s
?5 th  Ann i ve rsa ry ,  conduc ted  l l ve  f i r i ng  exe rc i ses  and
pa r t i c l pa ted  l n  a  B r i gade  l eve l  exe rc i se  a t  Coonaba rab ran  i n
the  pe r i od  L2 -28  Oc t  90 .  The  B r i gade  l eve l  exe rc i se  $as  an
ou ts tand lnE  success  w i th  a l l  r anks  l ea rn lng  a  g rea t  dea l  abou t
the  d i f f e ren t  co rps r  t he  wo rk lngs  o f  a  B r l gade  and  l ow  l eve l
ope ra t l ons .  I t  was  re f resh lng  fo r  a l l  t o  dep loy  t o  an  a rea
away  f rom Ho lswor thy  and  S ing le to r i .

1990  was  a  con t i nuous  t ra in ing  yea r  and  as  such  the
Reg inen t  waa  pu t  t h rough  i t s  paces  by  t he  CDA 2  D iv  and  h i s
g ta f  f  a t  Ho l s r {o r thy  Range .  The  Reg ln ren t r s  eva lua t i on  u ras
v e r y  g o o d  h o w e v e r ,  a s  a l w e y s ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  r o o n  f o r
improvemen t .  The  Reg imen t  dep loyed  two  fou r  gun  b t y t s  and  a
fu l l y  ope ra t l ona l  RCP,  FSCC and  l i ne  pa r t y  f o r  t he  exe rc i se .

L i ve  f l r i ng  weekends  s t l l l  p l ay  an  l npo r tan t  pa r t  i n
the  l l f e  o f  t he  Reg imen t .  Th i s  yea r  i ndependan t  Ba t te ry
exerc lses have produced encouraglng reaul ta.  Our d l rect
f l r l ng  conpe t l t l on  was  once  aga in  ve ry  popu la r  w i t h  un i t
nenbe rs ,  f am l l y  and  the  Assoc ia t i on .  I t  l s  g ra t l f y l ng  t o  see
the support  the members of  the Reglnent  receive f rorn both
fanr l l les and the Associat lon and I  hope th ie t rend wi l l
con t  l nue .

The ?5th Anniversary of  the Regiment  was celebreted
wl th a Church Serv ice and Feu De Joie at  Dawee Point  and a
luncheon  a t  t he  Schoo l  o f  A r t l l l e r y  a f t e rwa rds .  The  occas ion
wae enJoyed by a l l  and we are Iooking forward to the next  75
yea rs .

O n  1 4 1 1 5  S e p  9 1  t h e  R e g i m e n t  w i l l  p a r t i e i p a t e  i n
Exe rc i se  Tasn ran  Cha in ;  a  rnu l t i  na t i ona l r  t r i - se rv i ce
f i r ep lann ing  ac t i v i t y  t o  be  he ld  a t  Beec ro f t  Range .  A  Navy
Des t roye r  and  A4  Skyhawk  A i r c ra f t  w l l l  augmen t  t he  f i r epower
o f  t he  Reg imen t .  Fo r  t h i s  exe rc i se  t he  Reg imen t  r l l l  dep loy
two  s i x  g r rn  ba t te r i eg  an  RCP,  FSCCr  L ine  Pa r t y ,  Su rvey  Pa r t y
an r l  RP  Sec t i on .  As  you  can  see  the  Reg imen t  l s  go lng  f rom
s t r e n g t h  t o  s t r e n g t h .

1 9 9 1  w i l l  c u l n r i n a t e  w i t h  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  A n n u a l  F i e l d
Exe rc i se  t o  be  he ld  a t  Gan  Gan  and  S ing le ton  be tween  2 l  Sep  -

1  N o v  9 1 .  A s  t h i s  y e a r  i s  a n  i n d l v i d u a l  t r a i n l n g  y e a r  w e e k
one  o f  camp  w i l l  be  ded i ca ted  to  f i i r a l  LzLng  i nd i v i dua l
t r a i n i n g  w i t h  t h e  R e g i m e n t  d e p l o y i n g  t o  S l n g l e t q n  i n  w e e k  t w o
fo r  some  f i r e  and  movemen t .

I  wou l . d  l l ke  t o  t ake  th i s  oppo r tun i t y  t o  t hank  the
Assoc ia t i on  f o r  t he  i n te res t r  suppo f t  and  enco r t rage rnen t  t ha t
has  been  fo r t t r com ing  i n  my  f i r s t  yea r  as  t he  CO.  I  hope  the
bond  be tween  the  Assoc ia t i on  and  the  Reg imen t  w i l l  con t i nue  to

.e t renq then  i n  t he  l ' ea rs  t o  cone .  
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Official opening of the Willoughby Drill Hall, Saturday 24 May
1930 by Col Jeremiah Charles Selmes DSO, VD, Commander of
lst Divisional Artillery.

WII  I .OTIGHNY NRII - I .  HAI  I
Most  Ef f ic ient  in  the Commonweal th

The 7th Brigade, Royal Australian Field Artillery paraded on
Empire Day at Willoughby for the official opening of their new
headquarters. Well set-up, well-drilled and smartly turned out in
every respect, the men were a credit not only to "The Regiment",
but also to their country.

Colonel Selmes DSO,VD, the Divisional Commander, performed the
opening ceremony."ln every country" he said, "the people are
generally conceded to have an intense patrioism, and that love is
best shown in the service each and all can give to the land which
enables them to enjoy life, free and untrammelled. Service here
today is typified in the voluntary training which the lads are
freely and gladly giving, and, parents and citizens, I do earnestly
ask for your co-operation in making the service of those boys free
and acceptable an honour to you, as well as to themselves in the
doing."

It was a military function, pure and simple. There was no
cheering. The men were turned about, the 18 pounder guns fired
a salute, the trumpets sounded, the men again turned, saluted,
and were dismissed to join groups of parcnts and friends and
proudly show them round.

The Drill Hall is said to be the finest establishment of the kind in
the Commonwealth, and in case of necessity could accommodate
the three batteries comprising the Brigade, including personnel
and horses, for an indefinite period. The property and material
are worth over 200,000 pounds. Stabling accommodation is
provided for from*20* 

f_1U_ lTrft, 
for training purposes.

Article arranged by R.Toplis, courtcsy of Major W.Perry
IvcEFD(PI)
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CN{P AND A BIVOUAC 1938

The fol losing excract from a nenolr nrLcten by MaJor D. M. Carment
provldes a fascinatlng lnslght lnto the trainlng of the day. The
llmltatlons lnposed on a unit thac nas entlrely horsedrawn can only be
lnaglned today when movenent by alr ls taken for granted and anmunLtlon
ls del lvered to gun poslt lons on pal lets.

At the time descrlbed MaJor Carnent was a Bonbardler and Bty NCO SIgs of
107th 8ty conmanded by HaJor F. B. HeAllster. He was larer comralssloned
and nent to l,lalaya ulth 2/15 Fleld Reglment ln 1941. He reJolned rhe 7rh
l n  1 9 4 8 .

"Annual canps vere I thlnk only of 6 days duraclon and
consisted 7n one year of a manoeuver camp and the next a
shootlng canp. The flrst canp I act,ended ln 19i8 was a
nanoeuver canp held 7n the Port Stephens area. Prlor to
this camp a veek-end blvouac vas held In vhich guns llere
taken froa Che Depot on to the beach at Dee Why, The
recurn Journey up the hllls ln torrenttal raln ras qulte a
pu77 for lhe horses.

The camp ltself vas qut|e an experlence vlth the lssue of
horses and equlpnent. There vere about 200 horsesl It
was qutte a slghC Co see the unlt on che wve. Each
off lcer foTTwed by hts t,rumpet.er elch hls crumpoc slung
across hls back, the gn tea'ns erlch No.Lts soTo wunted
alongslde. The BCA and 6PAA vlth artlllery boatds on
thelr backs and slgnaTlers laden vlth telephones and druas
of  cab le .

As NCO Slgs I vas In che "R' parcy and wde aTongstde thd
ESlt - SgC. IlaJ. O, t{. Rosevear (leter llaJot) and veIT
knovn as che star|er for Che C.P.S. rantng regattas. As
can be tnaglned, vlch so Tlttle clr,e not everythlng venc
vell and the horses vere atways a problea. Ac nlghc they
vere tethered co a rope sEtetched bettreen tlmbers vlth
each horse tethered by a head rope and a heel rope
attached Co a peg ln the ground. Horse llne plckec ducy
at nlght could be excttlng, In addlclon they aII had co
be fed and vaceredl'

Laurle Hlndmarsh
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The descrlpclon belou ls an extract fron a 25 page nemolr wrltten by l{r.

Ted Jeffreson who served ln the 7th fron Septenber 1940 untll the

ieglnenC uas dlsbanded ln Novenber 1943. Ted was a Bonbardier tn 27th

Beitery and ls one of three brothers nho served in the 7th, Noruan the

eldest enllsted about 1935 and nent to Malaya wlth 2/15 Fleld Reglnent ln

1941. Fortunately he survlved hls experlence aa a PI{ vhlch lncluded work

on the Burna r"tIr"y. Alan the younger (whon I renenber velI) enllsted

ln the Reginent when lL reforned fn fgaA; he rras pronoted to Sergeant but

had co leave for buslness reasong.

" T h e R e g l m e n t d e t t a l n e d b t C h t d l o v ' r o r t n d a b o u t B a ' m ' o n

the Satirday rrcrnlng attet the 4tt day ttlp across

A u s t r a l l a . W e f o r n e d u P l n b a t t e r l e s a n d m a t c h e d d o g n a

bush road, shouldering rlfles and klcs' Thera vas vtrgln

b u s h o n b o t h s J d e s . S o o n r r e t u r n e d l n t o t h e c a l T c T n b e r
vhere a camP had been builc, ness huts and ablutlon

blocks. To our dlsgust, the tents vere chTldtens PIay

tents, ttke dad woild glve the klds fot Xnas ' Tvo men and

f o u r m e n t e n t s v l t h l n d T a n h e a d s a n d f e a t h e r s p a l n c e d o n

the sJdes. Thac's hor,r short equlpment vas' They vere not

nuch shelcer trom the vlnd, raln and cold' AII chls and

c h e e a t l y w r n l n g P . T . p a t a d e s , a n d f r e e z l n g c o l d s h o t r e r s
eaused w-ny of us co cacch colds. I got tnfluenza and vas

carted oit to Helena VaIe (Racecourse) C'C'S' and a stay

ln a convelesenS hospltal at Narrogtn."

Thts bizarre lncldeng !s quoted, not Co de!0onstrate the hardshlps

experlenced by the troops (lnflnltely treater hardshlps werg belng

experlenced ln ilew Gulnea) Lut to denonstrate one result of the lack of

preparedness. Although the country had been at sar for alnost three

yeais chere vas stlll not enough tentage to go around'

Laur ie  H lndmarsh

THE RECIT.IENT ARRIVES AT CHIDIOII g.A. JULY 1942
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DECEASER_MEMB.FRS - lqq0/ol

Gerald Northropp Hammond-25 August 1990-aged 7l

Gerry served in various units and is beleived to have

served in the Brigade in the late 1930's He presented

a large quantity of memorabilia to the Association.

Robert Will iam Henry Bayles-l7 December 1990-aged 57

Bob served in 6 Field Regiment,ll2 Independant Field Battery,

9 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, transferring to 7th Field on the

disbandment of 9 LAA in l973.He retired with the rank of

Captain as BC of HQ Battery on 27 April 1980.

Dennis Edward Shortus-25 January l99l-aged 62

Dennis was one of the few stalwart volunteers during the

National Service years in the 1950's. He was commissioned in

1958 and transferred to the Reserve List of Officers, as a

Lieutenant, in the early 1960's.

Ian Ewan Gamble MC-20 April 1991-aged 75

Ian served in I Field Cadre RAA, 2l6tn Field Regiment AIF,

Royal East Kent Regiment and was awarded the MC for action

at Salamaua, New Guinea in 1943 while serving with 2/6th

Field Regiment. He served with 7th Field Regiment as a

Captain for a short period in 1951.



REUNION October 1990

Lance Gilkinson, Danny Topl is, Bob Rogan

Glen Coote, Os

Arthur Hammond,

Rosevear, Nic

Ross Davidson,

Mason-Jones

Jim Nash
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LtCo l  R ick  Main  and Max Fa lconer  a t  the  presenta t ion  o f
the  Most  Fnof ic ien t  So ld ie r  Awand to  LBdr  Denn is  Whi te
a t  Dee Why -  Nov  1990
Fnesentat ion to lLtCol  Rick Main on l r is  ret i rement Nov 90
lL-R Kei th lLeek, l laur ie [ I indrnarsh, Max Falconer,  LtCol
Main ,  tsn ig  Ar thur  Hanson,  Barney  F lanagan,  Danny Top l is
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