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President’s Report 
 

The Association’s AGM was held on 31 July 2024 which 
sadly saw the retirement of two long serving committee 
members in Dave Moysey and Jim Nash. Dave was a 
former Association President and will be remembered 
for the work he put into setting up and maintaining the 
new website. Jim was a long term Vice President, the 
Association’s Public Officer and ran the regular 
Facebook quizzes. Both will be missed and leave with 
our sincere thanks for their contributions.  
You can see details of the new committee on the About 
page of the website. Thanks also to Don McVay who 
has agreed to serve as the new Public Officer.  
 
BRIG John Keefe RFD remains our Patron & I thank 
John for his continued support and advice. The new 
website continues to receive compliments and I 
encourage everyone to enjoy the huge amount of  
history it contains.  
 
I encourage everyone to keep your Association 
membership up to date and to encourage others to be 
involved. Your membership gives you: 

• Access to the Association Facebook group 
• Contact with old comrades 
• Regimental news 
• A way to help preserve Regimental history 
• Invites to the annual reunion and other events 
• The ability to preserve your old photos and 

memories on the website 
 

Our ANZAC Day presence remains strong (fortunately 
unlike many other associations) and we continue to be 
joined by increasing numbers of serving members. I 
hope to see many of you again for the 2025 march. 
Remember- if you don’t march, who will? 
 
The Association was involved with the Regiment over 
past year by again running The Annual Soldier’s Award, 
with the winner receiving a certificate for a free weekend 
at the Army Resort “Bulwarra”, at Terrigal. We were also 
able to assist with proving an amount of artillery and 
Regimental memorabilia for an historical display 
predominately at Pymble Depot.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank the Committee for its 
support and in particular, the input of JB as Association 
Secretary, without whom the Association would not run. 
 
We now look forward to our 2024 Annual Reunion which 
promises to be a great night with Regimental news and 
updates from the Commanding Officer plus an address 
from another exciting guest speaker. I hope to see you 
there! 
 
UBIQUE  
 
Steve Flower 
President 
  

ANZAC DAY MARCH 2024 

 

 

 
 



 

 3 

 

ANZAC LUNCH – CHATSWOOD RSL APRIL 2024 

 

CHATSWOOD RSL CLUB ANZAC LUNCHEON 2024 

 

GUNNER DINNER AUGUST 2024 

 
7  Battery Key Postings 2024 
 
BC   MAJ Jonathan Passlow 
IG   CAPT Emily Simpson* 
BK    CAPT Isabel King 
   CAPT Hugh Lightbody 
BSM   WO2 Stephen Potter  
SMIG    WO2 Mitchell Hamer * 
TSM   SGT Shane Fender 
25 Tp Comd  LT Sam Tsaousis 
28 Tp Comd  LT Calvin Zeng 
113 Tp Comd  LT Daniel Abrams 
Other Officers  CAPT Aaron Jackson 
   CAPT Andrew Wallin 
   CAPT Michael Van Zuylen 
   LT Brian Davies 
   LT Andrew Munchenberg 
  
           
  * ARA 
 
 

 
FROM THE CO’s DESK 

 
 

A retrospective of the last three years 
 

As I draw close to the end of my time as the 
Commanding Officer of the 9th Regiment RAA, it  
is worth pausing to consider not only the state of  
the Regiment but Army writ large as we continue  
to evolve and prepare to respond to the uncertain 
strategic environment in which we are now operating. 
 
Implementation of the Defence Strategic Review 
which was released in April 2023 continues apace. 
Army is in the process of relocating or growing a 
number of critical capabilities to build a force  
capable of defending Australia’s inner arc and the 
homeland in the event of conflict. Within the 1st 
(Australian) Division, the 3rd Brigade based in 
Townsville is evolving to become Army’s only  
heavy Brigade. The RAA’s new AS-9 Huntsman  
self-propelled howitzers will be concentrated within  
4 Regiment to provide protected mobile fires 
capability to this Brigade. The 7th Brigade will  
focus on maintaining its motorised capability 
supported by 1 Regiment with its M777 howitzers, 
while the 1st Brigade will focus on developing an 
effective littoral manoeuvre capability supported by 
8/12 Regiment. Joining the 1st (Australian) Division 
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in early 2025 will be the newly raised 10th Brigade  
of which I will speak more shortly. 
 
The 10th Brigade was raised in Adelaide in early  
2024 and was originally planned as a Fires Formation 
however it has evolved to include a number of other 
effectors, most notably 7 SIG REGIMENT (EW)  
and 1 INT BN. The 10th Brigade also commands  
16 Regiment (National Advanced Surface to Air 
Missile System - NASAMS) and as of the 2nd 
December 2024, the 9th Regiment will leave the  
2nd (Australian) Division to become part of the  
10th Brigade. In 2025 the 10th Brigade will also 
command 14 Regiment which will take delivery  
of the first units of the M142 High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket System (HIMARS). Of note several members 
of the 9th Regiment have opted to undertake 
continuous full-time service commencing in 2025  
and will transfer over to 14 Regiment, where they  
will be among the first ADF members to be trained  
in the new HIMARS capability. These systems 
(NASAMS and HIMARS) will provide the wider 
Army with a range of new capabilities and effectors 
making it a much more potent force. 
 
The move of the 9th Regiment into 1st (Australian) 
Division in no way severs our ties with the 2nd 
(Australian) Division. Many of the Regiment’s 
capabilities have been specifically tasked to support 
the 2nd (Australian) Division and its defence of the 
homeland mission. Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 
2025 will be the first opportunity for the Regiment  
to practice how it will achieve this mission while 
under command of the 10th Brigade. Maintaining  
the linkages between the different Batteries of the 
Regiment and the 4th, 5th, 11th and 13th Brigades 
will remain as important as ever. 
 
The 9th Regiment completed its transition away  
from the 81mm mortar capability which has now  
been transferred back to the infantry. As part of  
the transition process the RAA has finalised the  
new trade model for those former Artillery Light 
Gunners. Throughout 2024 several new Small 
Uncrewed Aerial Systems (SUAS) entered service  
or use with the Regiment including the RQ-20 
PUMA; SKYLARK I-LEX; and EDGE-130B.  
The Regiment was also at the forefront of several 
trials conducted by Army to develop a counter-UAS 
capability culminating in a series of trials conducted  
at RAAF Base Curtin in the middle of the year. 
Perhaps more mundane but important nonetheless  

was the fact that each Battery took delivery of 
additional AN/TPQ-49 Lightweight Multimode 
Radars (LMMR) as well as white and green fleet 
giving us the ability to self-deploy that  
has been lacking for a number of years. 
 

 

7 Battery 
 
Once again 7 Battery has had a busy training year 
albeit one without the high tempo demands of an 
Exercise TALISMAN SABRE or AUSTRAL 
SHIELD. 
 
In March 2024, 7 Battery conducted the Regiment’s 
final 81mm mortar live-fire supporting the Artillery 
Forward Observer (AFO) Basic Course. The exercise 
which qualified 20 trainees was attended by members 
from across the Regiment. This three-day LFX which 
culminated in a BC’s fire-plan supported by a section 
of SFMGs provided by 4/3 RNSWR. Moving forward 
9 Regiment will conduct more of its joint fires 
training with the support of the School of Artillery 
whilst utilising the new flat screen trainers which  
are being installed across the Regiment. 
 
Throughout 2024 there has been a focus on the 
delivery of a range of different training courses  
to continue to grow capability with the Battery.  
A significant focus of the year’s training has been  
the delivery of UAS courses to qualify members  
of the Battery on the diverse range of systems 
currently in service with 9 Regiment. This has 
included delivery of RQ-12 WASP, RQ-20 PUMA, 
EDGE-130B and Defence Remote Pilot (DRePL) 
courses. Other courses conducted this year included 
training on the LMMR system and the delivery  
of soldier skills courses such as the Basic Combat 
Communicators Course (BCCC), Army Combatives 
Program (ACP) and Army First Aid and Tactical 
Combat Casualty Care (AFA/TCCC).  
 
As we close out 2024 there will be a number of 
changes to the command appointments within  
7 Battery. Major Jonathan Passlow concludes  
his sub-unit command at the end of 2024 and  
will proceed to Australian Command and Staff 
College Remote (ACSC-R) in 2025. Warrant  
Officer Class 2 Stephen Potter has been successful  
in his application to Commission and will promote  
to the rank of Captain at the end of 2024, taking  
on the role of Battery Captain in 2025. CAPT Isabel 
King and CAPT Hugh Lightbody have both ably filled 
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the role of Battery Captain in 2024. CAPT King has 
proceeded on maternity leave and CAPT Lightbody 
will post to SUR as an instructor in 2025. He will be 
joined at SUR by CAPT Michael Van Zuylen who 
joined 7 Battery earlier in 2024. In June 2024, LT 
Andrew Munchenberg joined 7 Battery upon 
Commissioning and will take over command of 28 
Troop at the end of 2024. Finally, I would also 
mention SGT Jack Snowden who successfully  
applied to undertake the Reserve Officer 
Commissioning Course and who posted to SUR as  
an Officer Cadet in August 2024. We wish him well 
and hope he returns to the RAA upon Commissioning.  
 
7 Battery has been fortunate to have CAPT Emily 
Simpson as its Instructor Gunnery (IG) in 2024 and 
she has been a valuable contributor to the delivery  
of training for both 7 Battery and 9 Regiment. The 
Battery has also been extremely fortunate to have 
Warrant Officer Class 2 Mitchell Hamer move into 
the role of Sergeant-Major Instructor Gunner (SMIG). 
I would like to thank them both for their hard work 
and enthusiasm throughout 2024. 
  
Finally, on behalf of the soldiers and officers  
of 7 Battery, I would like to acknowledge the support 
of the 7 Field Regiment RAA Association to the 
Battery and thank the committee members for their 
ongoing work and support.  

 
 
UBIQUE. 
 
Philip Wong 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Commanding Officer 
 
 
 
 
 

BEST WISHES 

 
The Association wishes LtCol Phil Wong, CO 9 
REGT RAA & MAJ Jonathan Passlow, BC 7 BTY all 
the best in their new appointments and thanks them 
both for their assistance & comradeship over the past 
3 years. 
 
We look forward to meeting & working with their 
replacements. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Australia Day Salute at Kirribilli  

26 January 2024 

 

 

 

 

A very warm welcome to our recent  

ASSOCIATION NEW MEMBER 

 

 

LT Sam TSAOUSIS – 7 BTY 
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***Membership Fees are due now*** 

 
Annual $10 – Life (over 55) $100 

 
 

Payments for the Reunion and Membership fees  
can be made to: 
BSB No 062 – 272   

Account No 1001 3543 

 
Association Website Update 

Don’t forget to periodically look at our website at: 
 
https://www.7fieldregimentassociation.com.au/ 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 

Your Committee has decided to increase 
Membership Fees, effective from 1 January 
2025 as follows; 
 
Annual Membership  $15 
Life Membership (55 & over) $150 
 
Please note that current membership fees  
($10 / $100) may still be paid on or before  
31 December 2024. 
 
 
 

7 FD REGT RAA MEMORABILIA 

 
7 BTY is calling for any Memorabilia items to 
set up a Depot Display.  
Items can be donated or loaned & all possible 
items need to be advised to the Secretary (JB) 
who will coordinate approval, delivery, 
collection etc.  
 

 
 

SOLDIER’S AWARD 2023 

MAJ Jonathan Passlow with Steve Flower & John 

Balfour at Dee Why Depot presenting BDR Callan 

Gatto (113 TP) with the Soldier’s Award for 2023  
plus Runner-up GNR Mitch Harmer (28 TP).  

 

The other Runner-up was LBDR Thomas Kelsey 

 (25 TP) 

 
The winner received a certificate plus a weekend at 
the Army’s Bulwarra Resort, Terrigal. 
 

BULWARRA RESORT, TERRIGAL proudly 

supports the 7 FD Regt RAA Association annual 

SOLDIER’s AWARD 

bookings@bulwarra.com.au   

 

Annual Reunion 2023 

36th Annual Reunion 10 Nov 2023 

For your information, the following attended  
the Annual Reunion in November 2023 at  

Roseville RSL: 

Karen AISTON,  John BALFOUR, Kevin CLIFF, 
Kathy COCHRAN, John FAIRLESS, Barney 
FLANAGAN, Steve FLOWER, Sharon FULCHER,  
Richard HAVARD, Geoffrey HERBERT, Bruce 
JOHNSTON, John KEEFE, Brian LEWIS, Andrew 
McCALLUM, Don McVAY, David MOYSEY,  
Jim NASH, John STANFORD, Bill STARKE,  
Laurie TAYLOR, 

LTCOL Philip WONG, GNR Mitch HARMER,  
GNR Luca BURMAN 

http://www.animatedgif.net/money/kwguysmily_e0.gif
https://www.7fieldregimentassociation.com.au/
mailto:bookings@bulwarra.com.au
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ANNUAL REUNION 2023 

J
John Fairless, John Keefe, LTCOL Phil Wong  
& Steve Flower 

Jim Nash, Bill Starke & Bruce Johnston 

 

 John Stanford, Don McVay & Sharon Fulcher 

 
GNR Luca Burman, Brian Lewis, Kevin Cliff & 
John Keefe in background 

GNR Mitch Harmer, Bruce Johnston & Karen Aiston 

 

Andrew McCallum, Kathy Cochran & Karen Aiston 
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xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

The next Annual Reunion is to be held on Friday, 

22nd November at FORESTVILL RSL Club,  
22 Melwood Ave FORESTVILLE 

 
Our Guest Speaker will be  

Bruce Irvine OAM 

Bruce commenced National Service in April 1966 & 
was posted to 131 Div Loc Bty after Basic Training. 

After several training courses at Holsworthy & 
Tianjara followed by JTC at Kanungra, Bruce was 
promoted LBDR before deploying to Vung Tau in 
May 1967, where he served with Detachment 131  
Div Loc Bty. 

LTCOL Phil Wong will also provide an update 
on Unit activities 
 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 Last Post  

Henry (Harry) TAYLOR 

9 July 2024          Aged 99 

  
Harry was a WW2 Veteran who served with 2/1 
Australian Field Regiment, 65 Australian Transport 
Platoon and Moresby Fixed Defences in New Guinea. 
 
After some time out, he joined 14 Field Regiment then 
7 Field Regiment from 1960 to 1980. 
 
Harry was awarded the Order of Australia (AM) in 
1976 and was appointed Blacktown City Council 
Citizen of the Year in 2004 plus Senior Citizen of the 
Year in 2011 relating to all his volunteer involvement 
in swimming tuition, local Softball, Fun Runs etc. 
 
Harry’s greatest claim to fame was as the Troop 
Sergeant for the Black Gun and managing to be 
thrown off his horse during a Parade in Macquarie St, 
Sydney in 1974. 
 
Harry was a very popular and knowledgeable Gun Sgt 
who trained many new Gunners and Young Officers 
joining the Regiment at Willoughby Depot. 
 

 
 

Brian McKinstry POWER 

7 Dec 2022         Aged 90 

 

Brian joined the CMF in September 1949 and served 
in 30 INF BN until leaving in June 1957. 
He later re-joined and entered Officer Cadet Training 
Unit in July 1966. 
Brian was posted to 7 FD Regt in March 1968, served 
in HQ 2 Training Group from November 1973 and 
was posted back to 7 FD Regt in 1976. 
Brian discharged as a Major in August 1975. 
 
 
 
 

Gordon Robert BLINKHORNE 

5 June 2022 Aged 79 

 

Gordon joined the CMF in 1964 and initially  
served with 2/14 Light Horse Regt in Queensland. 
 
On moving to Sydney he transferred to 9 LAA Regt  
at Dee Why, but served as part of the RAEME 
detachment situated mainly at Haberfield. 
His service continued with the transition to 7 FD Regt 
RAA in 1975. 
 
Gordon ended his service in 1992 as a SSGT.  
 

 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

 

AUSTRALIA’S MEMORIAL WALK 

 

 

Final chance to order a paver at NORTH FORT prior 
to the handover of the Memorial Walk to the Harbour 
Trust. 
 
SPECIAL OFFER to Association Members only - 
Orders placed by 31 October $50 (normally $70). 
 
 Complete the order form at : 
 “Artilleryhistory.org/memorial_walk”. 
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WE ALL KNOW THIS STUFF – IT’S NOT 
REALLY CONFUSING !! 

 

You see, all people in the Army are 

soldiers, all privates are soldiers, but 

not all soldiers are privates. Some are 

officers who are commissioned, but 

some are officers who are not 

commissioned. Obviously if every 

private was called private it would be 

confusing, so some privates are called 

trooper, driver, gunner, craftsman, 

sapper or signaller. 

Not all of them cook but we don’t call 
them cooks, for that matter not all 

drivers are called drivers-some of them 

are privates or gunners. Gunners as I 

am sure you know are the blokes that 

fire guns, unless of course they are 

drivers or signallers in which case we 

call them gunners rather than drivers or 

signallers just to make it clearer.  

All gunners belong to the Artillery, 

except that in the Infantry we have 

gunners who are called privates because 

they fire a different sort of gun, for the 

same reason we call our drivers and 

signallers private as well. 

 

 
 
ANZAC CAKE 
 

500gm mixed fruit 
250gm butter 
230gm caster sugar 
250 ml water or whisky or rum 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
 
2 eggs lightly beaten 
 
150 gm plain flour 
150 gm self-raising flour 
1 tsp bicarbonate soda 

 
METHOD 
 
Preheat oven to 180c. Grease a 22cm cake tin & line  
with baking paper. 
Combine mixed fruit, butter, sugar, water/whisky/rum  
and vanilla in a saucepan & vanilla in a saucepan &  
gently bring to the boil. 
Remove from heat & allow to cool for 10 mins. 
Stir in the eggs & mix well. Sift together the flours &  
bicarb soda & stir into the fruit mixture. 
Pour the batter into the prepared tin & bake in oven  
for 1 ¼ hrs. 
Remove from oven & leave to cool in the tin before  
turning out. 
 
 
 
 

 
Members List SEPT 2024 

 

AISTON Karen  

AMOR William  

ARNOLD Don  

ATTARD Andrew  

BAGSTER Mark  

BALDWIN Murray  

BALFOUR Steven  

BARNETT Michael  

BARRY Andrew  

BAYNIE John  

BEETON John  

BIGNOLD  Peter  

BLINKHORNE Gordon  

BLOW  David  

BORROWMAN Gregory  

BOWEN Chris  

BRENNAN Raymond  

BREWER Charles  

BRINCAT Alex  

BROAD Paul  

BROADHEAD Ken  

BROWN Jeffrey  

BURKE Leo  

BUZACOTT David  

CANNON Megan  

CARLSSON Jim  

CARRODUS Michael  

CARSTENS John  

CARTWRIGHT Andrew  
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CASHMORE John  

CHANDLER Stewart  

CHASEBERRY  Joseph  

CHETWYND Rodney  

CHRISTIE Carl  

CLARK Neville  

CLIFF Kevin  

CLIFTON Alfred  

COCHRAN Kathryn  

COCHRANE John  

COLGAN-GORE Robert  

COLLINS Don  

COLLINS Peter  

CONDON Schon  

CROWE Michael  

CROZIER Kel  

CUNNEEN Stephen  

DONOHUE Tom  

DONNELLY Suzanne  

DOWN  Patrick  

DROVER Angus  

DUTTON Martin  

DWYER Peter  

EAGLETON Harold  

EDWARDS Hugh  

ELDERTON  Frederick  

FAIRFIELD Peter  

FALK Keith  

FAIRLESS John  

FENDER Shane  

FENTON Stuart  

FINCH Lachlan  

FLIPPENCE Addie  

FLOWER Stephen  

FOX Harry  

FRY Gary  

FULCHER Sharon  

GATES Patrick  

GILLESPIE Rod  

GILLETT Paul  

GILMORE Ian  

GILMOUR John  

GOLD Dustin  

GLADEN  Noel  

GROUSE Richard  

HALL Graeme  

HAMER  Colin  

HANLEY Alex  

HANSFORD  Jes  

HARROWER David  

HARRISON Allan  

HAVARD Richard  

HAWLEY Ted  

HAWTHORNE Laurie  

HEMSLEY Mark  

HERBERT Geoffrey  

HEWETT Robert  

HILEY Steven  

HOBSON Stuart  

HOEY Ian  

HOGAN Chris  

HORSELL Drew  

HUNGERFORD Bruce  

IRELAND John  

IZARD Michael  

JACKSON Neville  

JAMES Ian  

JARMAN David  

JOHNSON Bruce  

JONES Marcus  

JONES Michael  

JONES Ronald  

KARIKS Andi  

KEEFE John  

KELLY Walter  

KIRKWOOD John  

KNIGHT Stanley  

KNOWLES Howard  

KOHLHAGEN Ross  

KOHLHAGEN Paul  

LACZKOWSKI John  

LAURENCE Michael  

LAWSON Callum  

LEDWICH Sam  

LEEK  David  

LEWIS Brian  

LINCOLN David   

LINSLEY Peter  

LITTLE Bruce  

LONG Allan  

LONGFELLOW  Virginia  

LOWE  Margo  

LUCAS Beth  

MARTIN Graham  

MASON-JONES Nicoll  

McCALLUM Andrew  

McCARTHY Noel   

McCLELLAND David  
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McDONOUGH Paul  

McFAYDEN Barry  

McGARRY David  

McGLINN Les  

McGOVERN Gregory  

McILWRAITH Michael  

McKECHNIE  David  

McLEAN Russ  

McNEE Greg  

McVAY Donald  

MERCER Thomas  

MILIC Karl  

MILLAR Anthony  

MOORE Jon  

MORIXBAUER Karl  

MORRIS Douglas  

MOYSEY David  

MUIR Gayle  

MUIR Peter  

NEWBERRY  Malcolm  

NEWTON Neville  

NICHOLS Grant   

NOAKES Steven  

O'NEILL Mark  

ORGOVANYI Cornelius  

PALMER Grant  

PEDERSEN Peter  

POSENER John  

POWER Phil  

PRIMROSE Brian  

QUINTON Graham  

RICHARDSON Robert  

ROBERTS Paul  

ROGAN Robert  

ROWE Warren  

ROWORTH Douglas  

RULE Donald  

SCOTT Ian  

SCHWEBEL  David  

SEE Dhugald  

SENGOS Patrick  

SEABROOK Stuart  

SETRIGHT Russell  

SHADAY Max  

SHANNON John  

SHUNWAH Richard  

SLATER Peter  

SMITH Grahame  

SMITH Peter  

SOTTER Vernon  

STAMELL James  

STANFORD John  

STAPLETON Gerald  

STARKE Bill  

STONE Peter  

SULLIVAN Kevin  

SUNDERLAND Ray  

TAYLOR Lawrence       

THORNTON Stephen  

TSAOUSIS Samuel  

WAGLAND  Ross  

WALLER Robert  

WALSH Graham  

WARMINGER Darren  

WEBB Ken  

WHEATLEY Murrelia  

WHITE Dean  

WHITFIELD Timothy   

WILLIAMS Darcy  

WILLIAMS Trevor  

WILSON John  

WOODING Don  

WORBOYS Simon  

WORSLEY Susan  

WRIGHT Leonie  

YEATES Chris  

YOUNG Warwick  

Honorary Life Members   

BALFOUR John  

CORBETT Robert  

CROWE John Deceased 

FALCONER Max  

FLANAGAN Kevin  

HECKENBERG Brian Deceased 

HINDMARSH Laurie Deceased 

LEWIS-HUGHES Ken Deceased 

NASH James  

NEILL William  

TOPLIS Danny Deceased 

Honorary  Members   

LO Ina  

MARZOL Shirley  

MCDONALD Trisha  

STEVENS Carol  

 
Yandoo 2024 
 

Compiled & edited by John Balfour, OAM 


